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Mary, Queen of Scots, escapes her prison at Loch
Leven. Illustration by James E. McConnell

Inside, we explore some of the connections be-
tween the Douglases and Queen Mary.

Douglas Archives users, members and friends
may be familiar with our infrequent newsletters of
the past. We hope this new magazine format will
be on interest and use, and look forward to your
feedback.The Douglas Archives is a collection of more

than 12,000 files containing material, some
still un-edited, from a wide variety of
sources. New material is included almost
daily, though not necessarily published im-
mediately. The result is a dynamic archive of
biographies, anecdotes and historical mate-
rial about the Douglas family.

Added to this is a genealogy database with
details of 190,500+ individuals and also a
community network allowing members to ex-
change ideas and share their research.

The Douglas Archives
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The Dou
glas Sco

tti
of Italy

Were the Scotti Scottish?
Did the Douglas Scotti originate from a

man many consider to be mythical?

In his work, The Scottish Soldiers of Fortune - Their adventures and
achievements in the armies of Europe, James Grant (1889) offers
the following variations on the story:

Difference of religion in latter times doubtless prevented the Scottish
Soldier of Fortune from seeking service in Italy as elsewhere; yet in
the States thereof a few rose to eminence.

The statement made by Sir Robert Douglas in his Peerage, on the
authority of Fordoun and others, that about the year 800 the King of
Scotland sent his brother William, with a William Douglas, to aid the
Lombards that the former was known as William the Scot, and the
latter founded the Scoti-Douglassi in Italy; and, further, the state-
ments to the same effect by Godscroft in his folio History of the Dou-
glasses that they became the head of the Guelphs in Placentia, and
so forth, seem utterly fabulous; and yet the story is strangely en-
dorsed by one or two writers, from whom we give quotations for
what they are worth. Of these Scots are also said to be descended
Francesco Scotto or Scotti, an Italian engraver, born at Florence
about 1760; Girolavao Scotto or Scotti, also a celebrated engraver,
born in 1780; Stephano Scotto, a Milanese painter, who flourished

at the end of the fifteenth and
begining of the sixteenth
centuries. (See Bryant's Diet,
of Painters, etc.}

Citing a work called Memoire
de Piacenza, the author of
Italy and the Italian Island (3
vols., 1841) tells us that " Pi-
acenza presents nothing that
interests us so much as the
memoirs of that family of
Scotti, who from the position
of wealthy citizens rose in the
latter half of the thirteenth
century to be its absolute
lords by a cautious progress
which one is almost tempted
to consider nationally char-
acteristic. For although we
(Continued on Page 4)

This article is inpired by Dr.
Deborah Richmond Foulkes,
FSAScot, who wrote about the
'Footprints of the Douglas
Scotti. A Scottish Warrior Jour-
neys to Piacenza in Northern
Italy in 794' following her visit
there in 2005.

The Douglas Archives contains
the following rather strange and
confusing entry:

The origins of the Douglas Scotti
and Scoti Douglas families are
said to stem from Sholto Dou-
glas the (mythical) progenitor of
Clan Douglas, 'a powerful and
warlike family in medieval Scot-
land'. This apparently mythical
man apparently took part in a
mythical battle, where he was
given a surname.

A (mythical) battle took place:

"in 767, between King Sol-
vathius rightful king of Scotland
and a pretender Donald Bane.
The victory was so nearly Don-
ald's when a certain noble man,
disdaining to see so bad a
cause have good successe,
struck in for the king and turned
the fortunes of the day. When
the king inquired about the
knight who had done such valu-
able service, somebody ex-
claimed 'Sholto du glasse!'...'Be-
hold the black gray man!'."

The (mythical?) Sholto had two
(mythical?) sons, William and
Marius (Mario).

Elsewhere, we show that the
Scotti were from Ireland, and mi-
grated through France to Italy.

This theory is close to that of the
Douglasii reputed journey though
France, where they fought for
Charlemange and went on to lib-
erate Florence, and set down
roots in Northern Italy.

How the Scotti came to Piacenza, from a presentation by Archistorica e Memorie di Parma



(Continued)

THE HERALDRY OF THE DOUGLAS SCOTTI FAMILIES.

The coat of arms shown on the kilted warrior holding a banner
right is that of Count with the words 'LOCK SICKER'
Gughielmo Scotti of San Gior- and a shield with the letter 'H'. To
gio and of Razzanello, in 1883. his left (our right) is a warrior
Each family, of course have wearing armour holding a ban-
their own arms.

This one is topped by a unicorn
between two crowns on two
shields, one with a Douglas
heart and three stars; the other
with two stars biscected by a
diagonal bar.

Below this, centre, is Sholto du
Glas, holding a club. To his
right (our left) and below is a

ner with the words 'DO OR DIE'
and a shield with the letter 'W'.

Beween the warriors is a shield
surrmounted by a crown. The
shield bears the arms of Dou-
glas of Anguissola (3rd Quarter),
Scotti (1st and 4th quarters) and
Chiapponi (4th).

Beneath the shield is the motto
'QUID VERISIMILI VERIUS'.

Behold the Black Gray Man!

A LETTER TO THE EARL OF ANGUS
FROM ATRANSCRIPT OF THE ORIGINAL HELD BY THE EARL OF HOME

(Contined from Page 3) may be allowed to
smile at the invented genealogy which claimed
for them a descent from an Earl Douglas,
brother of the Scottish King Achaius, and com-
panion in arms of Charlemagne, yet the com-
mon opinion here is that their founders in Italy
were really adventurers belonging to the border
clan of Scott."

Another writer, A. F. Drane, writing in 1880,
says: "In Genoa, St. Catherine of Sienna and
her party were entertained for a month by a no-
ble lady named Orietta Scotta, one of Scottish
origin settled in Italy, temp, of Charlemagne,
when two brothers, Arnico and Gabriel, sons of
William Scott, came to Genoa in 1120, and were
given command of the Genoese troops. From
Baldwin, son of Arnico, descended Barnabo,
the husband of the Saint's hostess. The Scotti
afterwards assumed the name and arms of the
Centurioni." (Life of St. Catherine.}

My honourable Lord, William Douglas,

When I had the honour to see you at Orleans, I promised to send you the tree of the family of the Scoti
of Piaisance, which is descended of the illustrious house of Douglas: but because I have not hitherto
had a convenient opportunity of sending it safely, I have not yet paid this debt. Now therefore having
found the occasion of this gentleman, my friend, who was to go into England, I would delay no longer
to send the tree or genealogy; which I have done, beseeching your Lordship, as you promised me, to
honour me with the tree of the house of Douglas in Scotland, at least, so much of it as the iniquity of
times past, and the wars in that kingdom have suffered to remain undefaced and undestroyed, and I
shall rest your Lordship's obliged for this favour.

The old arms of the Scoti in Piaisance, were conformed to the old arms of the Douglas, as may be
seen in the foresaid city, in the church of Saint Lawrence. But when the Ghelfs and Ghibellines did war
one against another in Italy, the Scoti, as partners of the French, were chosen to be heads of the
Ghelfs in Piaisance. And because all things of an odd or unequal number were taken for Ghibelline,
they were constrained to change the number of three stars, into either four or two. But esteeming that
it was not fit to increase the number, they resolved to take one from them; in the place of which (in
memory of it) they put a white or argent bar, which beginning at the right hand, is drawn along, and
ends at the left: for if it had begun at the left, and ended at the right hand, it had been Ghibelline. The
field which was given by the emperor Henry IV. together with a pelican for the crest, which is the crest
of the Scoti only, who carry it at this hour, and the field of
the whole family generally.

I have thought good to make this short digression, that your
Lordship might have some knowledge wherefore this
change was made in our coat: your Lordship should do me
a singular favour, if you would be pleased to write unto me
of the receipt of this tree, in the arms of which the coronet it
wanting, because the crest is the place where it should be,
and to honour me with your letters, which you may send to
my noble captain the Duke of Nevers, and so they shall
come safe to me; for which favour I shall be particularly
obliged to your Lordship.

So kissing your Lordship's hands, together with these of
your brethren and children, I pray the Lord to bless you with
all happiness and prosperity.

Your Lordship's humble Servant and Cousin,

Mark Antonia Scoto, Count d' Agazano.
Paris, 8th May, 1622.

Origins of the Scotti
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but he is also the Duke of
Hamilton and Premier Peer of
Scotland. He is heir male of the
House of Douglas. He is not
heir male of The House of
Hamilton, although he its Duke.
The actual heir male of Hamil-
ton is also a Duke (The Duke of
Abercorn). This came about in
the 17th Century, when William
Douglas, Earl of Selkirk, son of
the Marquess of Douglas, mar-
ried Anne, Duchess of Hamilton
in her own right. All subsequent
Dukes of Hamilton have been
Douglases, not Hamiltons.
When the first and only Duke of
Douglas died without an heir, all
his titles (but not the lands)
passed to the Duke of Hamilton
as heir male. The lands, (after
the notorious court case – The
Douglas Cause), passed even-
tually to the Douglas-Home
family.

However, unless he (or one of
his sons) is willing to change his
surname to Douglas, instead of

Douglas-Hamilton, they cannot
be appointed Chief of the
House. The late Duke of Buc-
cleuch and Queensbery (also a
Douglas Contender) did pre-
cisely that for himself and his
son, changing his surname to
Scott, so that he could become
Chief of the House of Scott.
Previously their family name
was Montagu-Douglas-Scott.
(However they are not Dou-
glases, Montagus or Scotts but
Stuarts, descendants of the
Duke of Monmouth, illegitimate
son of Charles II, who had mar-
ried the Countess of Buccleuch
in her own right). Incidentally,
with the exception of the Earls
of Morton, all contenders and
major branches of the Douglas
family are descended from bas-
tards! It shows the power of the
Douglas family, that illegitimate
members were allowed to be-
come Chief of the House (which
was very unusual in Medieval
Scotland).

tively Dukes of Queensberry
and Hamilton). At one time,
Lady Margaret Douglas, the
only child of the Chief of Dou-
glas – the Earl of Angus, was
first in line to the throne of
England, not Scotland! Her
grandson, James VI and 1st
achieved both! As recently as
1964 Lord Douglas of Douglas
(Sir Alec Douglas Home) was
Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom. Dukes are the high-
est rank in the Aristocracy,
during one period, three mem-
bers of the Douglas family
held Dukedoms simultane-
ously, (Douglas, Queensberry
and Hamilton).

Many of their lands, Castles,
Palaces and Great Houses,
some originally awarded in the
14th Century, still remain with
one branch or another of the

family. The biggest Douglas
concentration of wealth lies
with the Duke of Buccleuch
and Queensberry, who is one
of the wealthiest aristocrats
and landowners in Britain and
probably Europe. The Duke
of Douglas carried the crown
at the closing of the Scottish
Parliament in 1707 and Angus
Douglas-Hamilton, Marquess
of Douglas and Duke of Hamil-
ton carried it, at its reopening
in 1999.

Who then is Chief of the
House of Douglas and where
is its seat?

Tragically we have
neither!

In Scotland, no individual can
be Clan Chief (or Chief of the
House in Lowland Scotland) of
more than one family at a
time. As such, double or triple
barrelled surnames are not
permitted.

The leading contender is
Alexander Douglas-Hamilton,
current Marquess of Douglas,
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For over 700 Years, since
the crowning of Robert
Bruce, the Douglas Family
has consistently been the
most prominent in Scotland.
At different times, they have
made Kings and broken
them, been appointed Re-
gents of Scotland, repeat-
edly led their armed forces,
married into the Royal fam-
ily, been fabulously wealthy
and have come close to tak-
ing the Crown for them-
selves. No other family,
possibly excluding the
Royal Stewarts themselves,
come close. It is typical that
at the time of the most im-
portant decision the country
had to make since Ban-
nockburn (that of the Union
of the Parliaments), each
side was led by a Duke
James Douglas (respec-

The second, generally ac-
cepted principal contender
is David, 15th Earl of
Home. He is Baron Dou-
glas of Douglas, which is
the type of title usually
given to the Clan Chief or
Chief of House. He owns
Douglas and Angus Es-
tates, which includes Dou-
glas Castle and the
Church. His family, not-
withstanding the fact that
they demolished Douglas
Castle in the 1930’s, have
been good custodians of
the name. He is the heir
of Douglas on the female
side, but, depending on
your point of view about
The Douglas Cause Court
Case, probably not even
that. The former Prime
Minister - Sir Alex Dou-
glas-Home, as he was
then, showed my wife and
myself round the family
seat - The Hirsel. He
paused in front of the por-
trait of Archibald Steuart-
Douglas, the winner of the
Court Case and said
“looks French to me”
which was what the whole
case had been about! In
any event, unless he, or
his son, give up the Home
of the surname, they can-
not become Chief.

The third contender is the
Marquess of Queens-
berry. Note he is the Mar-
quess but not the Duke.
That title and most of the
lands went to the Scotts
through the female line.
The Marquess of Queens-
berry’s direct ancestors in-
clude the boxing Mar-
quess and his son Lord
Alfred Douglas, famous
from the Oscar Wilde trial.

The Chieftainship of
the House of Douglas

The Douglas clan does not have a chief
recognised by the Lyon Court, so therefore it is
now considered an armigerous clan.
Norman F. Douglas examines who would
otherwise be the Clan Chief.

The Duke of Hamilton carries the Crown of Scotland



Seal of William de Douglas, 1296

The earliest known Dou-
glas seal is that of William
de Douglas which was ap-
pended to the Homage
Deed of Robert Bruce, Earl
of Carrick in 1296.

On a chief three mullets; a
lizard at the top and sides
of the shield.
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not the lands, seats or wealth
of the other contenders. As a
direct descendant of the 2nd
Earl of Douglas who was the
great nephew of the founder of
the real power of the family –
the Good Sir James, the
Chieftenship could possibly be
awarded to him, even al-
though he represents a junior
branch of the family.

It is sad that the finest of the
“lived in” Douglas Castles –
Drumlanrig, went with the
Dukedom to the Scott’s and
not to the Marquess who is a
Douglas.

We now come to the fourth
Contender, that of the Earl of
Morton (Dalmahoy, Aberdour
and formerly Dalkeith ). They
are in an unusual position.
They have a single surname –
Douglas and are thus eligible.
They hold one of the oldest
Earldom’s in Scotland. In
William Douglas, the founder
of their fortunes, they had had
a very important freedom
fighter for Scotland after the

Bruce Dynasty nearly lost the
Crown to the “English sup-
ported” Balliol family, after
Robert the Bruce’s death.

Although they were once inti-
mately connected to the An-
gus Red Douglases, (their
most famous Earl was the Re-
gent Morton in Mary Queen of
Scots time), this was however
by marriage, the Regent being
the Douglas nephew of the
Douglas Chief - the Earl of An-
gus. The previously men-
tioned William, known to his-
tory as the Flower of Chivalry,
(although latterly he had a
rather tarnished reputation)
was actually killed by his own
godson – the 1st Earl of Dou-
glas!

The Morton Earls have held
important offices at different
periods and for many years
owned the Orkney and Shet-
land Islands. They are how-
ever, not descended from ei-
ther the Good Sir James or his
nephew the 1st Earl of Dou-
glas, as are all the other con-
tenders. The extraordinary
power, wealth and above all
prestige of the Douglas family
through the ages (at one time
a Douglas marriage outranked
a Royal Stewart marriage), all
stemmed from these two indi-
viduals and their legitimate
and sometimes illegitimate
heirs!

At the height of their power,
the Black Douglases had been
awarded the Dukedom of
Touraine, which was normally
reserved for French Royal
Princes! The Morton Douglas
line broke off from the main
line before the time of the

He is genuinely a Douglas
in the male line, albeit like
most of the others, de-
scended from a bastard,
(the illegitimate son of the
2nd Earl of Douglas - the
hero of Otterburn). Sadly,
none of the descendants of
the powerful Black Douglas
family survive, with the pos-
sible exception of this
branch. (The split into Red
or Black Douglasas oc-
curred after the 2nd Earl
died, victorious at Otter-
burn). The House of Angus,
(Red Douglases) who sided
with the Crown in the strug-
gle for power after the Dou-
glas murders by King
James II, were awarded
the Chieftenship of the
House after the Crown was
victorious and the Black
Douglases were wiped out.
Descendants of the Red
Douglas eventually became
Marquesses and then Duke
of Douglas and finally
Dukes of Hamilton. The
Marquess does have a sin-
gle surname – Douglas, but

before, for political rea-
sons, he renounced the
title. His son however
will inherit it.

It has previously been
noted that the Douglas
“takeover” of their tradi-
tional enemy’s (Hamil-
ton) titles culminating in
the Dukedom of Hamil-
ton, came through the
marriage of the Earl of
Selkirk with the Duchess
of Hamilton. The Earl-
dom of Selkirk is unique
in that, if the direct heirs
die out, it reverts to the
second son of the Duke
of Hamilton (as Lord
Selkirk was). Lord
Selkirk had an illustrious
career as a British and
Scottish politician. It
would appear appropri-
ate to me that as the
Douglas connection
came with the Earl of

Selkirk it should return with it!
I approached Lord Selkirk re-
garding this proposal that he
should “throw his hat in the
ring” for the Douglas Chieften-
ship, but he declined. He had
had experience previously in
the Courts of disputed titles,
(that of his own, the Earldom
of Selkirk) and was not anx-
ious to repeat the process!

Unless one of the five con-
tenders takes the initiative,
which would possibly force
some of the others to defend
their positions, it would appear,
sadly, that nothing is likely to
change soon, and we, the
most important historic family
in Scotland are left without a
Chief!

James Douglas-Hamilton,
Lord Selkirk of Douglas

Good Sir James or his father.

There is one last contender that I
personally think “ticks all the
boxes”. James Douglas-Hamil-
ton, Lord Selkirk of Douglas, was
for a brief moment, Earl of Selkirk

The Douglas Clan Gathering at Drumlanrig Castle in June 2014

This arti-This article was first
published at the

Douglas Clan Gathering
in June 2014

Seals were used by members of an armigerous family to seal
documents such as charters. The seal would contain the coat of
arms and the owners name and are useful for medieval identifi-
cation of a person.

Arms are inherited through the male line and the heir or heirs to
the arms must prove direct decent from the armiger. In Scot-
land, all arms must be matriculated (registered) with the Court
of the Lord Lyon and differentiated from those of the original
armiger, except where they pass to the eldest heir. The head of
the family is entitled to wear the arms undifferenced but sons
known as cadets must difference his arms to show his position
in his generation. The eldest son charges his arms with a tem-
porary mark of cadency known as a label of three points. Other
sons charge their arms through the use of bordures. This en-
sures that no two living men share the same arms.
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Douglas Paintings, Publications
and Artifacts in the
Royal Collection

The Royal Collection of the British royal family is the largest private art
collection in the world.

Spread among 13 occupied and historic royal residences in the United
Kingdom, the collection is owned by Elizabeth II and overseen by the
Royal Collection Trust. The Queen owns some of the collection in right
of the Crown and some as a private individual. It is made up of over
one million objects, including 7,000 paintings, over 150,000 works on
paper, this including 30,000 watercolours and drawings, and about
450,000 photographs, as well as tapestries, furniture, ceramics, tex-
tiles, carriages, weapons, armour, jewellery, clocks, musical instru-
ments, tableware, plants, manuscripts, books, and sculptures.

It is nor suprising that some of these should have a Douglas connec-
tion.

About 3,000 objects are on loan to museums throughout the world, and
many others are lent on a temporary basis to exhibitions.

Richard Montagu Douglas Scott, 10th Duke of Buccleuch is a trustee of
the Royal Collection Trust

IAN DOUGLAS

AUTHOR AND DOUGLAS ARCHIVES

CONTRIBUTOR

Ian Douglas was born and grew up in Ayrshire, Scotland. Now retired, Ian concen-
trates on his passions, Scottish history and photography. He is based in the Scot-
tish Borders and spends his time researching and writing about Scotland's some-
times uplifting, sometimes dark history, and visiting and photographing historic
sites. We are grateful for his contributions to the Douglas Archives.

Mary Queen of Scots re-
turned from France to
Scotland in a royal fleet to
rule as queen, aged only
eighteen. She left seven
years later, exhausted and
terrified, in a small fishing
boat.Mary had tried to rule
Scotland during one of the
most turbulent times in
Scotland's history. Scot-
land was a land of war-
lords and had just gone
through the Protestant
Reformation.

Threave Castle is a
mighty Black Douglas
stronghold built on an is-
land in Galloway in the
south-west of Scotland.
Built by Archibald the
Grim around 1370 when
he became Lord of Gal-
loway, it was the first of
the great tower house
castles, a design that was
to dominated castle archi-
tecture in Scotland for 350
years.

Clan Douglas - From War-
riors to Dukes explores
this heritage of Douglas
castles, and provides a
very brief overview of the
history of the clan and its
impact on the history of
Scotland along the way.
He lists six main sites
which anyone with an in-
terest in Douglas history
should visit: Douglas, Tan-
tallon, Bothwell and Drum-
lanrig, and suggests a fur-
ther four Douglas castles,
also worth seeing.



The Lennox or Darnley locket is one of the
most important early jewels in the Royal Col-
lection. It is said to have been commissioned
by Lady Margaret Douglas, Countess of
Lennox (1515-78), for her husband Matthew
Stewart, Earl of Lennox and Regent of Scot-
land, who fell in battle in 1571.

Archibald Douglas, 6th Earl of Angus (1489?-1557)
wearing a red doublet with pleated ruff, black cloak, black
cap, and a heart-shaped jewel on a black cord around
his neck. The Collection also holds a minature based on
this portrait.

Painted by Jacob deWet II, this portrait of Douglas, King of Scotland
is one of ninety-three bust-lengths commissioned to decorate the
Great Gallery at Holyroodhouse, Edinburgh. Both real and leg-
endary, their purpose was to proclaim the authority of the Stuarts as
divinely appointed rulers of Scotland. ‘A valiant and good Prince.
He was drowned, coming over the River Spey, to war against the
Picts’. Inscribed DONGALLVS.SIVE.DVGALLVS. 824.

He was the son of Solvathius who, in the year 770, obtained a vic-
tory over Donald Bain of the Western Isles, by the assistance of a
man who was unknown to him. After the battle, being desirous to
see one who had done him so signal a service, he was pointed out
to him with these words: " Sholto Dhuglass," behold that swarthy
man - thus naming the first Douglas, reputedly.

Interior view of the Douglas Room at
Stirling, later destroyed by fire.

James II hosted a great three-day cel-
ebration in Stirling Castle in 1594.
William, 8th Earl of Douglas, was in-
vited with the intention of persuading
him to break some alliances felt to be
against the royal interest. When he re-
fused James could not contain his
anger, the king drew his dagger and
stabbed William twenty nine times be-
fore throwing his body from the win-
dow.

The Douglas Room, damaged by fire
in 1855, contained amongst the mem-
orabilia John Knox’s Pulpit, a Commu-
nion Table and a Russian Drum.

Tthe table may have been made for William
Douglas-Hamilton, Duke of Hamilton
(1634–94) hereditary Keeper of the Palace of
Holyroodhouse and who had an impressive suite
of apartments there. The stand is known to have
been at Holyrood since 1861, by which time it had
been converted into a table, but may have been
part of a much earlier furnishing scheme. The in-
ventories of Hamilton's apartment record several
cabinets on stands, although none appear to be
a match for this example.

Prince Henry Benedict Stuart, Cardinal York (1725-1807)
This miniature is based on pastel attributed to Hugh Dou-
glas Hamilton (1739–1808) dating from c.1786 in the Na-
tional Portrait Gallery, London (no. 378). Although it is of
intrinsically poor quality, its context as part of a historical
set is demonstrated by an identical version from an early
nineteenth-century historical set tracing the Stuart descent
of the kings of Scotland from Robert II, formerly in the pos-
session of the earls of Galloway

The painting of Persimmon by Edwin Douglas
(1848-1914), an animal, sporting and genre painter, was
presented to King Edward VII when Prince of Wales by Sir
James Blyth, Bt (later 1st Baron Blyth), in the summer of
1897.

In the early 16th century Charles II D'Amboise commissioned Bernardino de'
Conti to do a portrait painting for him in 1505 AD. Although a friend and patron of
Leonardo Da Vinci, D'Amboise picked de' Conti for his traditional style of oil paint-
ing.

Prominently inscribed on the top left the painting reads, "The Earl of Douglas
surnamed Black Dudley" (referring to James, Lord of Douglas c.1286-1330).

It is unknown howmany renditions de' Conti created, but there is one that resides
in the Seattle Art Museum, shown here, and another once owned by Henry VIII
belongs to the Royal Family (Hanging above the door of the Coffer Chamber in
the Privy Gallery).
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In the Royal Collection



14 D ! " #$%$' ( ) *+, % 15D ! " #$%$' ( ) *+, %

Langenstein Castle is a Renaissance building of
the sixteenth century. Today it is owned by the
Douglases, descendants of the Swedish count
Ludvig Douglas. It is located near lake Constance
in southern Germany. The castle is widely known
for its golf course. The palace also houses a Car-
nival Museum.

Built by the Abbey Reichenau in about 1100, the
tower of the castle on the long stone ̎ looms over
the spacious castle grounds. Today´s design was
realised between 1570 and 1605 by the Earls of
Reitenau. The best-known offspring of this family
was Prince Archbishop of Salzburg, Wolf Dietrich,
the builder and designer of Salzburg as it is
known today.

In 1826, the Grand Duke Ludwig of Baden
bought the castle and the estates and left them to
his son Earl Ludwig of Langenstein.

Due to the marriage of Ludwig of Langenstein’s
sister with Count Karl Douglas, the property
passed to the Douglas family in 1872. This family
originally came from Scotland and resided in
Sweden from 1632. Langenstein Castle is used
as the main domicile of the family today.

The Golf and Country Club Schloss Langenstein
was founded in 1990.

THE SCHLOSS, SLOTT AND CASTELLO OF
THE EUROPEAN DOUGLAS FAMILIES

Schloss Ralswiek

Built by Hugo Sholto Graf Douglas between 1894 and 1896.

SCHLOSS RALSWIEK STAIRCASE
WITH THE DOUGLAS ARMORIAL

In 1891 the estate was sold to the manufacturer
Hugo Sholto Graf Douglas from Aschersleben .
He had the palace built between 1894 and 1896
according to plans by the Berlin architect Gustav
Stroh, the Neo-Renaissance architecture follows
the models of French Renaissance palaces . The
rectangular building is flanked by two towers with
conical roofs. The east side of the building faces
the Bodden. The dome of the tower, located in
front of the entrance, surmounts the two outer
towers. There is a covered inner courtyard in the
main building. In 1913 the stables were added-
based on a design by the Stralsund master
builder Franz Juhre.

The landscape park was created in 1810 and ex-
panded around 1900. The largely preserved inte-
rior (entrance hall, staircase, panelling, door han-
dles, stained glass windows) was partly designed
by the important Art Nouveau architect Henry van
de Velde .

In 1913 the son Angus Graf Douglas (1870-1938)
took over the estate and was thus the 2nd en-
tailed commissioner on Ralswiek. He was mar-
ried twice. From the divorced marriage with Mar-
gareta von Enckevort -Vogelsang came the
actual heir Angus jun. von Douglas, first in a rela-
tionship with Huberta von Trotha-Skopau. Their
sons were born in Ralswiek in 1940 and 1942.

SCHLOSS LANGESTEIN
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Castello di Agazzano, not far from the city of Pia-
cenza, is in the foothills of the Apennines, is the
home of Princess Luisa Anguissola Scotti and her
son Prince and Marques Maurizio Ferrante, direct
descendants of William le Hardi Douglas.

These Douglas Scottis were the descendants of
Guillelmo, the son of Sholto Duglas. It was Gio-
vanni Douglas Scotti, the descendant of that
same Guillelmo who was credited with refortifying
the rocca of Agazzano in 1280, a process not un-
like battlementing in medieval Scotland.

Rectangular with four cylindrical towers the
Rocca is in part surrounded by a moat trans-
formed in a French garden designed by Luigi Vil-
loresi known for having designed the gardens of
the Villa Reale of Monza.

The ghost of Conte Pier Maria Scotti known as
the “Buso” owing to his ability with the sword
which delt holes in his victims, lingers around the
walls of the villa.

RYDBOHOLMS SLOTT CASTELLO DI AGAZZANOSCHLOSS GONDELSHEIM

Schloss Gondelsheim is a castle in the municipal-
ity of Gondelsheim in the Baden-Württemberg
district of Karlsruhe.

The castle was built on the site where an earlier
castle had stood since the Middle Ages. It was
owned by various houses, from the late 17th cen-
tury to the late 18th century, of the Lords of
Mentzingen, until it was bought in 1790 by the
Baden margraves Friedrich (1756-1817) and
Ludwig Wilhelm August, who later became the
Grand Duke Ludwig I.

Following the death of the Grand Duke, the castle
passed to his sister Luise (1825-1900), who was
married to Carl Israel, Count Douglas
(1824-1898). This legacy also included Langen-
stein Castle in Hegau, where the German line of
the Counts of Douglas still lives today.

Count Ludwig Wilhelm August von Langenstein
and Gondelsheim had today's castle built in
1857. The architect Georg Jakob Schneider from
Freiburg designed the plans for the Scottish-
Gothic Revival style building. In 1906, further Art
Nouveau wings were added.

The Count’s remains are interred in a Mausoleum
built by his widow on the estate.

Gondelsheim Castle was sold by Axel Graf Dou-
glas in 2010.

SCHLOSS STJÄRNORP

Stjärnorp Castle was built in 1655-1662 by Field
Marshal Robert Douglas, Count of Skenninge
(1611–1662). The castle and terraces were de-
signed by Nicodemus Tessin the Elder. According
to one legend, a story relates that during the war,
comrades and brothers in arms Robert Douglas
and Axel Lillie came home from the Peace of
Westphalia, and they had made an agreement to
build their own castles, Stjärnorp Castle and Löf-
stad Castle, so high that from the top floor, they
could see and send greeting messages to each
other.

All the Stjärnorp buildings were destroyed during
a fire on May 12, 1789, but the chapel was re-
stored in the same year. Although the wings were
built up again within a few years after the fire, the
funds were lacking for the repair of the main
building, which is still in ruins. When Stjärnorp
parish was formed in 1810, the castle chapel be-
came the parish church chapel.

Stjärnorp
in c1780

Rydboholm Castle (Rydboholms slott) is located
near the village of Rydbo in Sweden.

The castle dates back to the medieval period.
The castle, with the three interconnected wings
around an open courtyard, dates from the 16th
century.

The main building was built in 1548. The castle
was reconstructed during the 18th century.
Southwest of the castle is a large park in English
style from the early 19th century, built by Magnus
Fredrik Brahe.

From the 15th century, Rydboholm was the prop-
erty of members of the Sture family, followed by
the Vasa dynasty. According to some sources
Gustav I of Sweden, who was King of Sweden
from 1523 until his death, was born at Rydbo-
holm Castle. From 1520, it belonged to his sister,
Margareta Eriksdotter Vasa. Later it was owned
by the Brahe family.

The last count Brahe left it to his nephew, baron
von Essen. Through marriage it came to its
present owner, as of 2014, Count Gustaf Dou-
glas, who lives in the castle with his family.
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the centuries been capable of being happily com-
bined with and adapted to the successive styles
of current ball gowns, I am told. When choosing
the colour of your ball gown, consider first the
ground colour of your family tartan.

A red tartan best suits a black, white, navy, mid-
night blue and even a red gown; a blue tartan is
enhanced by an emerald green gown; etc.

When a sash is worn by ladies of "Chieftain
grade" is of more flowing proportions, 108 by 24
inches with 12 inch fringes; other ladies wear the
lesser—sash or arisaidette, which is 92 by 12
inches with 3 to 6 inch fringes.

Now the complicated bit...

Ladies — there is a right and wrong way of wear-
ing your tartan sash. Don’t be caught out. The
four styles below bear the established approval of
the Lord Lyon King of Arms, the authority in these
matters.

Wearing the correct style signals your status (or
your husband's) in an unambiguous way.

I. Worn by clanswomen — the sash is worn over
the right shoulder, across the breast and is se-
cured by a brooch or pin on the right shoulder.

2. Worn by women who have left the clan (due to
marriage etc. and have not entered another clan
but who wish to use original tartan) - sash is usu-
ally ionger than Style 1 and is worn over the right
shouider, secured there with a pin and fastened
in a large bow on the left hip.

3. Worn by country dancers and those wishing to
keep front of dress clear of the sash (e.g. when
wearing the ribband of a chivalric order and other
decorations) -— similar to a small belted plaid- It
is buttoned at the back of the waist. or held by a
small belt. It is secured at the right shoulder by a
pin or small brooch so that nothing falis front-

ward, the ends falling backward from the right
shoulder and swinging freely at the back of the
right arm.

4. Worn by the hereditary lady chiefs and chieftai-
nesses of cfans and the wives of clan chiefs and
chieftains – the sash is worn over the left shoul-
der, across the breast and secured with a brooch
or pin on the left shoulder.

One of the first references to be
found on women wearing the
sash is from The Kilt: A Manual
of Scottish National Dress, writ-
ten by Loudon M. Douglas in
1914. Loudon MacQueen Dou-
glas FRSE (1863-1944) was an
engineer, author, antiquarian,
dairy expert and pig-breeder
He was also author of 'The Kilt:
A Manual of Scottish National
Dress' (1914).

He writes, “It is desirable that
ladies who wish to encourage
the Scottish National Dress
should wear sashes of tartan,
with evening dress. These
should be preferably worn over
the left shoulder and fixed by a
circular brooch. Other applica-
tions of the tartan in connection
with ladies’ costume must be
left very largely to personal
taste.”

The Australians, renowned for
their big hats with corks, shorts
and BBQs also know a thing or
two about dressing for 'The
Grand Scottish Ball'. So that
lets me off the hook for making
pompous statements about a
Highland Dress code. Phew!

The tartan sash has throughout

WHEN IS THE LEFT SASH RIGHT?

Is there a dress code for Highland wear?
Was it just something the Victorians invented?

Does it really matter?

William Douglas investigates ladies wear, with a little help from
the Australians.

Left? Or right?
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CASTLE AND BATTLE
RECONSTRUCTIONS
BY ANDREW SPRATT

Andrew Spratt works for Historic Scotland as the
Custodian of Dirleton Castle, about 25 miles east
of Edinburgh. Prior to this he was employed as a
graphic artist with the Scottish Examination
Board while also doing history slide talks for
SAGA and before this he worked as the Seasonal
Custodian of Tantallon Castle for nine years be-
side his father who was the head custodian.

It was at Tantallon that he first used his recon-
struction paintings of Scottish castles and battles
to explain Scottish history to the castle visitors.

As a boy, he was inspired by the work of the late
Allen Sorrell who did beautiful reconstruction
drawings of mostly English castles. Whereas he
planned to cover Scottish castles, battles and
events from 1350 to 1650. He has produced over
200 different castle/battle/event reconstructions
for use in such publications as The Scots Maga-
zine, East Lothian Life, Border Life, the Douglas
Archives and various History Society journals. In
his spare time he also writes history articles for
Clan Newsletters in the U.S.

Before starting a reconstruction
of a castle, Andrew digs out as
much archaeological and archi-
tectural evidence as possible
and as many prints of the cho-
sen castle from the 1700's and
1800's, though in ruins even
then they still give clues as to
their original shape and form.
There is even more research in-
volved when doing reconstruc-
tion battles since heraldry,
weapons, armour and even
things like the style of horses
bridles have to be check down
to the last detail. In many castle
reconstructions he simply su-

perimpose the outline of the
original castle onto the present
ruin, almost rebuilding as it
were level by level. This draw-
ing is then used as a template
for the final watercolour paint-
ing.

Andrew uses these finished re-
constructions in his history slide
shows that he does for Schools,
History Societies and Clan Soci-
eties to help people understand
the 'true' history of Scotland. He
aims to make sense of it's wars
with England. Not the simplistic
version presented by the likes
of Hollywood with tartan and

bagpipes. Scotland as a nation
was formed through centuries of
blood shed that should be re-
membered but not glorified.
These great castles were built
as symbols of power but also as
places of refuge to protect the
Scots who lived in fear through
years of invasion, raids, wars,
counter invasions and political
treachery. Scotland as a nation
should learn from it's past not to
make the same mistakes twice.

These great ruins throughout
Scotland stand as reminders of
our uncivilised past.

Andrew Spratt is the Historic
Scotland manager at Dirleton
Castle, where he hosted the
Douglas Clan gathering in 2014,
and provided a weapons dis-
play.

Dirleton was held by three noble
families of note. The Anglo/Nor-
man (Scots) De-Vaux, the Bor-
der family of Halyburton and the
rebel Perthshire family of
Ruthven. But because of the
castle's position on an ancient
invasion route and its stormy
history it passed through the
hands of many other feuding
Scots families and the invading
English.

Dirleton Castle Tantallon Castle Rosslyn Castle
Andrew’s father was, for any
years, the Custodian of Tanta-
llon Castle. Andrew guided us
during the Clan Gathering visit
in 2014, sharing is great knowl-
edge of this historic fortress.

Home to the Red Douglases.
Tantallon sat centre stage for
many plots, skirmishes, betray-
als, clashes and sieges.Today
the huge red sandstone walls of
Tantallon bears the scars of
these many conflicts but still
stands proud like some kind of
giant sentinel guarding the
mouth of the Firth of Forth for
any future would-be invaders.

Rosslyn Castle has evolved
over centuries and this Castle
probably replaced an even ear-
lier one, situated nearby. Al-
though not a ‘Douglas castle’,
there are many links to the cas-
tle and the famous chapel

In his work the ‘Genealogie of
the Saint Clairs’, Father Hay
wrote that Sir William and his
Princess, Lady Elizabeth Dou-
glas, had the ‘halls and cham-
ber richly hung with embroi-
dered hangings’ and were
‘royally served in gold and sil-
ver vessels, in most princely
manner.’
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Cave Dwellers in Kansas

Alonzo Douglas was a homesteader of
80 acres in Western Kansas. He was a
northern veteran of the Civil War and
contracted dysentery, which he suffered
all his life. He managed to make a
dugout in the rocky outcropping on the
side of a hill. His heart was always frail,

and when one day he was feeling poorly
he walked a mile to the doctor's office,
sat down and died. He is buried in Nor-
ton Cemetery, Kansas, USA.

His children, if they are the ones in the
photo, would be Bessie May and John.

Alonzo built his fam-
ily’s home in caves on
the top of a bluff over-
looking the Kansas
plains. It is not known if these
were used by earlier residents
of what is now Kansas, or just
indentations enlarged by Al-
fonzo.

This document is Homestead
Certiciate 8598 from the United
States to Alonzo Douglas for his
land in Kansas,
dated February 1888 and signed
by President Grover Cleveland..
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CDSNA also has a triennial General Members’
Business Meeting [GMM], concurrent in a loca-
tion hosting a Scottish game or festival spon-
sored by a clan regional representative (Regent).
Announcements informing membership of any
GMM arrangements are publicized at least six
months in advance of the GMM in Dubh Ghlase,
and also on the clan website.

With the “official” information now given, I feel
empowered to share more of my story with CD-
SNA. I joined the Clan Douglas Society in 2008

at a small Scottish festival in Batesville, Arkan-
sas. The name on the Douglas banner that drew
me in was “Kirkpatrick”, my maternal great grand-
mother’s maiden name. By 2010, then CDSNA
Vice-President Diana Stell asked me serve as the
Regent, or Society representative, in Missouri,
USA and also as Assistant VP of the Eastern US.
I have served in both those positions since 2010
and, since 2014, also wear the hat of Society
Newsletter Editor.

As a Regent for CDSNA, the two most common

questions I am asked at festi-
vals are
[1] “Why is THAT name a Dou-
glas name?” and
[2] “Who is the Chief of Dou-
glas?”

To give a competent answer to
the first question, I devoted
three years researching each
and every name on the Douglas
banner to explain the connec-
tion of the surname to the
House of Douglas. In 2012, the
booklet documenting all the Al-
lied Family names was pre-
sented to CDSNA. As a result of
further research, several other
names (double the 2010 list)
have been recognized by CD-
SNA and added as Allied Fami-
lies to the Douglas banner.
Those names are in the side
panel.

The other commonly asked
question -- “Who is the Chief of
Douglas?” -- required more re-
search.

In 2016 I penned a series of five
articles in the clan newsletter
describing why Clan Douglas
currently has no chief, who can-
didates are for the seat of chief,
and why there is likely never to
be a Chief of Douglas in the
near future. In the final article of
the series, I suggested the cre-
ation of a Council of Chieftains
of the House of Douglas which
could include the Duke of
Hamilton, the Duke of Queens-
berry, the Marquess of Queens-
berry, the Earl of Morton, and
the Earl of Home. Such a Coun-
cil could fulfill the functions of a
chief and offer oversight to the
many Douglas groups around
the world. I am still waiting for
one or more of the gentlemen
named to respond to the idea.

In my now 12th year as a CD-
SNA Regent, I still enjoy repre-
senting the Society at Scottish
festivals in Missouri and a few
surrounding states. I have at-
tended other, larger festivals
such as Grandfather Mountain
in North Carolina (the festival
where CDSNA was first con-
ceived in 1975) and Stone
Mountain in Georgia outside of
Atlanta, Georgia.

It was at Stone Mountain in
2016 that I was able to meet
and share about 15 minutes of
individual conversation with
Alex Douglas-Hamilton, the
Duke of Hamilton.

Most Scottish/Celtic events in
the USA include the clans;
Canada also has a few events
where clans are included.

Scottish festivals which include
a Clan Row (a gathering of
clans) are among the most wel-
coming of communities I have
known. It is a joy to be sur-
rounded by others with a strong
respect for History, Family, and
Culture.

(Continued on Page 26)

Harold Edington is a mainstay of the Clan Douglas Society of
North America. In addition to being the Administrator of the Clan
Douglas Society of North America, Ltd. Facebook page, he is also
the Society's Assistant Vice President East, the Newsletter and
Web Editor and the Allied Family/Sept Project Coordinator.

As a Regional Vice-President, he covers the country east of the
Mississippi River, and as a Regent, the state of Missouri.

Allied Families of the
House of Douglas

As a Society, CDSNA extends the
privilege of affiliation to persons
worldwide, or descendants of per-
sons, having the surname of Dou-
glas. The Society recognizes the
following surnames as Allied Fami-
lies of the House of Douglas, and
as such, individuals connected to
any of these names through de-
scent, marriage or adoption, are
invited to become members of CD-
SNA:

Agnew, Bell, Blackadder, Blackett,
Blacklock, Blackstock, Blackwood,
Blaylock, Breckinridge, Brown,
Brownlee, Caddie, Cadie, Caddy,
Cady, Cadden, Caddin, Caggie,
Caggy, Carmichael, Carruthers,
Cauldlaw, Coldlaw, Cavan,
Cavers, Cleland, Clendenon,
Crockett, Dalyell, Dalzell, Deal,
Dick, Dickey, Dickson, Dixon,
Drysdale, Forest, Forrester, Foster,
Galbraith, Gilpatrick, Gladstain,
Gladstanes, Gladstone, Glenden-
ning, Glenn, Hamilton, Harkness,
Home, Hume, Inglis, Kidston, Kirk-
connell, Kilgore, Kirkland, Kil-
patrick, Kirkpatrick, Lockerby,
Lockery, Lockhart, MacGuffey,
MacGuffock, Maxwell, McKittrick,
Moffat, Morton, Pringle, Rowell,
Rowle, Rule, Rutherford, Sandi-
lands, Sandlin, Simms, Soule,
Sterrett, Syme, Symington, Troup,
Turnbull, Weir, Young, Younger.

*It is important to note that spelling
variations exist for most of these
names.*

Let’s begin with the “official” information… The
Clan Douglas Society of North America, Ltd. [CD-
SNA], was organized in 1975 at the Grandfather
Mountain Highland Games and Gathering of
Scottish Clans in Linville, North Carolina and duly
incorporated July 21, 1977.

CDSNA is a charitable non-profit organization of

Scottish descendants of the septs and allied fam-
ilies of the Family/Clan Douglas whose purpose
is to foster and promote understanding and good
fellowship among other Scottish descendants, to
study and learn about our Scottish heritage, and
to promote and increase our friendships with
those of similar mind now residing in Scotland
and the world..

The primary unifying efforts of the Society are:
• its quarterly official newsletter, Dubh Ghlase, available to members in a full-color, digital format via

email
• a clan website (www.ClanDouglasSociety.org)
• Facebook - the Official CDSNA, Ltd FB Group --

https://www.facebook.com/groups/clandouglassociety
• Sponsored Clan tents at selected Celtic/Scottish events coast to coast in the USA



26 D ! " #$%$' ( ) *+, % D ! " #$%$' ( ) *+, %27

(Continued from Page25)

It would be wonderful seeing other Clan Douglas
Societies spring up around the world. As is so
true of a number of other things, Culture is only
one generation away from disappearing.

Any new Douglas Society interested in a copy of
my “Septs & Allied Families” booklet, my series of
“Who do you think should be the Chief of Dou-
glas?” articles, or a copy of the Regent Guide-

book I created to assist Regents in representing
our organization need only ask and I could share
digital copies.

The Regent Guidebook has been shared with
representatives of several other clans with the
encouragement that they take the Guidebook and
personalize it for their own clan representatives.

If sharing supports the Culture, it is worth the
effort.

A new feature of the Douglas Archives is the Glenfunan Games, an
opportunity to learn about the extended Douglas family

and have a bit of fun.

Word Squares
Logic puzzles

???

Quickfire Quiz
Jigsaws

Colouring in

The Douglas Dukes

Six families acquired dukedom status - some still extant.

Can you name the dukes using the letters provided?
Find the Dukes of:

Buccleuch
Douglas
Dover
Hamilton
Queensberry
and
Touraine

Use the letters provided

OK! That was not hard.

But are you ready for the next
level?

You will find the games here: http://douglashistory.co.uk/games/

The Douglas cannon is a cannon owned by Wesleyan University of Connecticut
which was originally notable for being used in annual "cannon scraps" (contests to
attempt to fire or prevent the firing of the cannon), but which in later years became
known for being repeatedly stolen. The cannon, made of brass, weighs 140 pounds
and is 29½ inches long and 5¼ inches in diameter. It was originally mounted on a
wooden carriage, but in 1931 it was mounted on a stone pedestal.

The Douglas battery was an artillery regiment named for Middletown mayor Ben-
jamin Douglas. The cannon has not been seen for a decade and its location is un-
known.

Where is the Douglas Cannon?

Has the time come for it to be returned?
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Bothwell Castle owes its origins to Walter of
Moray who acquired the lordship of Bothwell
in 1242. He, or his son William 'the Rich', set
about creating a mighty castle in a spectac-
ular display of feudal pride. Their dream was
never completed; perhaps the money ran
out, and possibly the wars with England in-
tervened. What they were left with still en-
tralls us today - the great donjon is the
'greatest piece of secular achievement that
the middle ages have bequeathed us in
Scotland.

BOTHWELL
CASTLE

ONE OF THE MOST OUSTANDING MONUMENTS

OF MEDIEVAL SCOTLAND

William Douglas explores
his favourite castle,
which sits above the
River Clyde in the heart
of Douglas country.
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lems, as well as bringing to
light an important collection
of medieval pottery. Many of
the vessels were complete
and show that, although the
forms of the jugs and other
pots are of types found in
northern England, they were,
in fact, produced locally.

In 1362, Joan Moray of
Bothwell, heiress of the
Morays, married Archibald
Douglas, nicknamed "the
Grim" and later to be Lord of
Galloway and Earl of Dou-
glas. Douglas commenced
rebuilding Bothwell, repair-
ing the donjon and complet-
ing the walls.

The work was continued by
his son, Archibald, the 4th
Earl. By 1424 they had con-
structed the Great Hall and
adjacent chapel, with towers
at the north-east and south-
east corners, and curtain
walls connecting to the don-
jon, enclosing the courtyard.

The "Black" Douglases were
forfeited in 1455, and their
lands returned to the crown.
James III granted Bothwell
to Lord Crichton, and then to
Sir John Ramsay, who were
both forfeited in turn.

In 1488 Bothwell was
granted again to Patrick
Hepburn, 2nd Lord Hailes,
and the Earldom of Bothwell
was created for him. Hep-
burn did not retain Bothwell
Castle for long, however, ex-
changing it with Archibald
Douglas, 5th Earl of Angus,
known as "Bell-the-Cat", in
return for Hermitage Castle

Public records of King Ed-
ward's campaign of 1301 con-
tain details of the seige of
Bothwell. 6,800 men were as-
sembled including 20 stone-
masons and 20 miners. A 'le
berefrey', or belfrey, was con-
structed in Glasgow.

This wooden seige tower sev-
eral stories high and with a
drawbridge on top was built
on rollers and pulled to Both-
well. A special bridge had to
be constructed across the
Clyde, with the 'wud of
Glasgu' being used for the
hurdles.

The English invasion of Scotland
was to lead to a series of attacks
on Bothwell Castle culminating in
the great seige of 1301. A huge
siege engine called ‘le berefrey’
(‘the belfry’) was hauled from
Glasgow. The tall siege tower had
ladders inside to allow the attack-
ers to fight their way onto the
castle battlements.

The garrison surrendered within
the month, and the victors set
about demolishing the fortress.

As originally conceived in the mid
13th century, the castle was to
comprise a five-sided enceinte
with circular angle-towers, a
square side-tower, a stoutly de-
fended gatehouse and, dominat-
ing the whole structure, a mas-
sive round keep or donjon.

The more vulnerable east side
had the added protection of Iarge
earthworks, the north arm of
which hooked round the gateway
forcing attackers to approach
from the south-east, thus expos-
ing themselves to flanking fire
from the wall-head. Only the
keep, south-east wing wall and
angle-tower, however, were com-
pleted; the remainder rose little
further than foundation level. The
keep is a particularly fine exam-
ple and rivals the best work in
England and France.

It was not until the late 14th cen-
tury that the enceinte was com-
pleted in stone, probably for
Archibald the Grim. The se-
quence of building, deliberate de-
molition and rebuilding has made
the interpretation of the fbric
fraught with difficulty, but recent
excavation has helped to solve
some of the outstanding prob-

in Liddesdale. James IV visited
Bothwell in 1503 and 1504.

Bothwell thus reverted to the
Douglases, and descended
through the Earls of Angus and
Marquesses of Douglas to the
Earls of Forfar.

Archibald Douglas, 1st Earl of
Forfar, began construction of a
new mansion nearby, demolish-

ing the castle's north-
east tower for its stone.
(His house was demol-
ished in 1926 due to
mining subsidence in
the area).

After the death of the
2nd Earl at Sheriffmuir
in 1715, the castle re-
verted to the senior line
of the Douglas family,

represented by the 1st
Duke of Douglas and his
heirs. The castle then
descended to the Earls
of Home. In 1935 the
13th Earl gave Bothwell
into state care.
It is now managed by
Historic Environment
Scotland as a scheduled
monument, and is open
to the public.

Robert Adam’s 1782 sketch of
Bothwell Castle, with the House

in the lower right corner

In 1758, Douglas Castle
burnt down, forcing
Archibald, the Duke of Dou-
glas to find alternative ac-
commodation. He divided his
time between Holyrood
Palace, where he had apart-
ments, and Bothwell Castle.
He began the reconstruction
of Douglas Castle (unfinished
in his lifetime) to plans from
John Adam, with the inten-
tion, it was said, of building a
house 10 feet wider and 10
feet higher than the duke of
Argyll's new seat at
Inveraray.

The South East Tower seen from inside the
roofless Great Hall in the mid-19th century
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was born in Chertsey. It
seems he was rather over-
shadowed by his father as a
watch maker as he was also
an auctioneer. He married
Mary Varnden, and
they had eight chil-
dren, including
James.

This James Dou-
glas 1806-1879
was of Egham. He
made barometers
as well as clocks.

The longcase clock
below is by Jno
Douglas of Chert-
sey. He is probably
the son of James
ca 1733 - 1805.
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The above pocket watch was made by James
Douglas of Chertsey in 1774.
James Douglass was born around 1730-1733 to
John Douglass who perhaps came from Scot-
land. James married Letitia Joyce of Godalming
on 20th May 1761 in Godalming, Surrey, and
James is already described as watchmaker of
Chertsey at this time. He had been apprenticed
to Richard Stedman of Godalming for 7 years
cira 1740-1747. James died at Chertsey in
1805. Their son James Douglass, 1765-1835

An elegant Geor-
gian 8 day long-
case clock by

William Douglas
of Hawick circa
1810. William
Douglas was

recorded working
in Jedburgh in

1811.

A Scottish tall
clock by George
Douglas of Holy-
town, Lanarkshire.
George Douglas
was recorded in
1820 in Old Cum-
nock, Ayrshire.

There are two significant families
of clock and watch makers, one in
Chertsey, Surrey, England, and the
other who came out of Jedburgh,
in the Scottish Borders. It is likely
that they are both of the same
stock.
The earliest recorded Scottish
clock maker is John Douglas b
about 1759 in Jedburgh, Rox‐
burghshire. John Douglas 1759
was apprenticed to John McDon‐
ald, Master Watchmaker, Inver‐
ness for 7 years from 10 March,
1772. At the same time an Alexan‐

der Douglas was apprenticed to
John McDonald, though no more
is heard of him.
John’s first son with his first wife
Mary Newton was Gabriel Dou‐
glas, a Watchmaker at Fore Street,
Kilmarnock, Ayrshire. He was
later a Watchmaker, Innkeeper and
Vintner, in Irvine and Troon.
Gabriel had two sons, both watch
makers: George Douglas was a
Clock/Watchmaker in Ayrshire
and Greenock and Gabriel Oliver
Douglas, a Clock/Watchmaker in
Ayrshire, Greenock and Yorkshire.

Life and death

Mary Queen of Scots was born
in 1542 and in fact became
Queen of Scotland when she
was only six days old. She was
the daughter of King James V of
Scotland and Mary of Guise,
who was from France.

When you begin to learn more
about the story of her life – which
involved murder, death, prison,
battles and betrayal – it’s hard to
believe it’s all true!

Mary was Queen of Scotland by
birth and Queen of France by
marriage, although she is proba-
bly more famous for being in-
volved in plots to throw Queen
Elizabeth I off the English
throne. This was ultimately her
downfall; in 1587 at the age of
44, Mary was executed.

Top 10 facts

Mary was born at Linlithgow
Palace in Scotland on 8 Decem-
ber 1542.

Mary’s father was King James V
of Scotland and her mother was
Mary of Guise, who was French.

Mary was only a baby when she
became Queen of Scotland. Her
father, James V of Scotland,
died when Mary was only six
days old.

In 1543 Mary was crowned
Queen of Scotland at Stirling
Castle.

Mary was known as Mary Queen
of Scots because she became
Queen of Scotland.

In June 1566, Mary gave birth to
a son, James who later was to

MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS
AND THE DOUGLAS

CONNECTIONS

become King of England when
Elizabeth I died.

Mary was Queen of Scotland un-
til 1567, when she was forced to
give up the crown for her son
and fled the country for England.

Mary was considered a threat to
Elizabeth I’s throne so was held
prisoner in England. She was
held captive for an astonishing
19 years of her life.

On 8 February 1587, Mary
Queen of Scots was sentenced
to death. She was only 44 years
old.

Mary was beheaded in England
because she was found guilty of
plotting to overthrow Queen Eliz-
abeth I. Many Roman Catholics
thought the throne of England
was rightfully Mary's.
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A young orphaned cousin of George Dou-
glas named William Douglas who also lived
at the castle and may or may not have been
the earl's illegitimate son. It was he who
stole the keys to Lochleven castle that made
possible Mary's escape. A party had been
arranged and much drink consumed to be-
fuddle the Queen's keepers. Sir William
never left the keys far from his person, but
on this occasion fell asleep at the table. A
cloth was dropped over the keys, and at the
right moment was recovered with the keys
inside. The keys were dropped in the loch
and recovered many years later.

The Earl of Morton was Lord Chancellor of Scot-
land. He headed the armed force which took pos-
session of Holyrood Palace in March 1566 to
effect the assassination of David Rizzio, Mary,
Queen of Scots private secretary. He was impli-
cated in the muder of Mary's husband, Darnley.
Morton took an active part in obtaining the con-
sent of the queen, while she was imprisoned at
Lochleven Castle, to her abdication in July 1567.
When Mary escaped from Lochleven, he led the
vanguard of the army which defeated her forces
at the Battle of Langside in 1568.

Lochleven Castle was the cold and damp home
of Sir William Douglas, who was to become the
6th Earl of Morton. Mary had met John Knox
there in April 1563, but in June 1567, the Queen
was imprisoned in the island castle following her
surrender at the Battle of Carberry Hill. On 24
July she was forced to sign abdication papers at
Lochleven in favor of her infant son James VI.
When Sir William learned of his royal captive's
escape, he was so distressed that he attempted
to stab himself with his own dagger.

Mary Queen of Scots and the Douglas Connections The Dying Douglas

An embroidered picture depicts the painting
'Mary Queen of Scots Mourning over the Dy-
ing Douglas at the Battle of Langside', 1568,
by Charles Landseer, ca. 1870; a priest ad-
ministers last rites, a bishop stands to the
left behind the fallen soldier. This is said to
be Mary's faithfull servant George Douglas
of Lochleven.However, it is based on a story
by Sir Walter Scott, and is just that - a story.

The imprisoned Mary,
painted posthumously associated

with the efforts of Mary's son,
James VI and I, to rehabilitate

his mother's reputation.

The castle keysSir George Douglas

James Douglas, 4th Earl of Morton

Lochleven Castle

William Craig Shirreff's painting of Mary, Queen
of Scots escaping from Lochleven Castle; Lord
Seaton is receiving Mary from the boat, and
young George Douglas handing her on and
one of the attendants holding the horse that the
Queen is to ride on.

Sir George Douglas of Helenhill and Rum-
gawye, also referred to as being of Lochleven,
was Sir William's brother. He accompanied
Mary when prisoner of the English Queen Eliz-
abeth and was used as a messenger. Accord-
ing to Bishop Burnet, he had a son by Queen
Mary, also named George Douglas.
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The following have generously contibuted to this edition of our newsletter,
some, perhaps, unwittingly:

Andrew Spratt
Archistorica e Memorie di Parma
Clan Douglas Society of Australia

Dr. Deborah Richmond Foulkes, FSAScot.
The Golf and Country Club Schloss Langenstein

Harold Edington
Historic Environment Scotland

Ian Douglas
J Ruaidri Douglas

Land Kraft
Norman F. Douglas
Royal Collection Trust
Sally E. Douglas

and
The many contributors to the Douglas Archives
whose research has made all this possible.

Contributors
William Douglas is the compiler of the Douglas
Archives, and the editor of this magazine.

A great grandson of ‘Shots’, the 19th Earl of
Morton, he was born to a Maclean mother
whose family lived on the neighbouring estate
in Argyllshire, Scotland

William has been researching his family ge-
nealogy for a long as he can remember, but be-
gan on the Douglas Archives in 1994. He was
one of the early contributors to Wikipedia and
has watched as the power of collaborative work
uncovers fascinating elements of history, and
has used that collective power to develop our
knowledge and understanding the House of
Douglas.

William and his wife Frances, dressed for a
Regimantal Ball in Stirling Castle.


