
(1) 1 Sir William Douglas 2nd Baronet of Kelhead1,2,3, 100765 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: 16694 

Birth Place: of Kelhead, Dumfriesshire, Scotland 

Birth Memo: Family bible says he was aged 64 upon his death in 1733 

Death Date: 10 Oct 1733, age: 642,1 

Death Memo: Family bible shows death as 26 September, 1733 

Father: Sir James Douglas 1st Baronet of Kelhead, 100797 (1639-<1708) 

Mother: Catherine Douglas, 100773 

 

Alexander Carlyle says of dining with Sir William in the summer of 1733 , with his father and Mr. Rob 

Jardine when Carlyle was 11 years of age ‘When he met us in the Stable Yard, I took him for a Grieve or 

Barn Man, for he wore a Blew Bonnet over his thin Gray Hairs and a Hoddan Grey Coat.  But on a nearer 

view of him, he appear’d to be well Bred and Sensible, and was particularly Kind to my Father who I 

understood had been his Godson, having been Born in the neighbourhood on a Farm his Father Rented 

from Sir William.’5 

 

Spouse: Helen Erskine3,2,1, 100766 

Birth Date: ca Feb 16836 

Birth Place: Stirling, Scotland 

Chr Date: 1 Mar 1683, age: <16 

Chr Place: Stirling, Scotland 

Chr Memo: The only Helen Erskine found born to a John Erskine and Jean Murray in Scotland in 

the right time period.  This Helen was born in Stirling where it is known her father was based.  The only 

other Helen Erskine in the right time period was baptised in Torryburn and her mother was called Helen. 

Death Date: 26 Jul 1754, age: 712,7 

Death Memo: 20 July 1754 according to the Scots Peerage but 26 July 1754 according to the record 

of  her last will and testament. 

Father: Colonel John Erskine of the Sandhaven, Culross, Fife, 25883 (1660-1733) 

Mother: Jean Murray of Polmaise, 102198 (ca1663-?) 

 

The sources relating to Helen Erskine are conflicting.  However, it has now been confirmed, particularly  

through family wills, that she was the daughter of the Colonel John Erskine of the Alva family not the 

contemporaneous Colonel Jon Erskine of Carnock as stated in the Scots Peerage.  

 

Scots Peerage (SP)-Helen Erskine is not referred to in Erskine, Lord Cardross entry but an unnamed 

daughter of Anna Dundas is.  Referred to by name and parentage ( father only, John Erskine of Carnock) in 

Queensberry entry (However, SP is incorrect in this instance).2,8   

 Burke’s Landed Gentry 20011 states her father is ‘Col. John Erskine (brother of Sir Charles Erskine) of 

Alva,1st Bt and Deputy Governor of Stirling Castle  (See Rosslyn, E.)’.  The First Baronet of Alva was, in 

fact,  Sir Charles Erkine, in turn, son of  Sir Charles Erskine of Alva.  The second Sir Charles Erskine had a 

brother, John, who was a colonel.  The Douglas family Bible also says that Helen was the daughter of  

Colonel John Erskine, second son of Sir Charles Erkine of Alva.   

 

The 1741 will and associated document of 1744 of Colonel John Erskine, brother of Sir Charles  Erskine of 

Alva, names his four living daughters including Dame Helen Erskine, wife of Sir William Douglas of 

Kelhead.9  

 

 Named as eldest daughter of the “deceast Colonel John Areskine” in a dispute over his will brought about 

by Helen’s half-sister, Mary in 1739.11 

 

Marr Date: 8 Sep 17051 



 

Children: Catherine, 23516 (1707-1761) 

 John, 100762 (~1708-1778) 

 William, 100767 (-1786) 

 Charles, 23510 (-1770) 

 James, 23511 

 Archibald, 101098 

 Stewart, 101095 (-1795) 

 Erskine, 23513 (-1791) 

 Francis Edward, 23514 (-1793) 

 David, 23515 (-ca1793) 

 Thomas, 23512 (?-1744) 

 Jean, 23517 

 Helen, 101096 (-1766) 

 Mary, 101097 

 

(2) 1.1 Catherine Douglas12,13,3, 23516 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: 1707 

Birth Place: of Kelhead, Scotland 

Death Date: 29 Sep 1761, age: 5413 

Death Place: Springkell, Dumfriesshire, Scotland 

 

Spouse: Sir William Maxwell 2nd Baronet of Springkell12,13, 21334 

Birth Date: 10 Aug 1703 

Death Date: 14 Jul 1760, age: 5613 

Educ: University of Glasgow 

Father: Sir Patrick Maxwell 1st Baronet of Springkell, 23520 (-1723) 

Mother: Mary Gordon, 68939 

Marr Date: 11 Oct 1725 

 

Children: William, 61704 (1739-1804) 

 Catherine, 40559 (-1763) 

 

(3) 1.1.1 Sir William Maxwell 3rd Bt. of Springkell13, 61704 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: 1 Dec 1739 

Death Date: 4 Mar 1804, age: 64 

 

RIN: 2669 PREFIX: Sir POSTFIX: 3rd. Bt., of Springkell  

 

Circa 1770, in the Parish of Kirkmichael, Dumfriesshire, Sir William Maxwell of Springkell, owned the 

Baronies of Springkell and Half-Morton valued at 1538 pounds.14 

 

Spouse: Margaret Stewart13, 61705 

Death Date: Mar 1816 

Father: Sir Michael Stewart of Blackhall Bt. (3rd), 61706 

Marr Date: 26 Mar 1764 

 

Children: Catherine, 61703 (1767-1849) 

 John Shaw, 102036 (1772-) 



 

(3) 1.1.2 Catherine Maxwell12, 40559 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Death Date: 15 Apr 176312 

Death Place: Traquair 

 

Died unmarried. 

 

Life with James Boswell:  

 

Boswell met with her at Springkell, where he stayed from October 7 to October 13, 1762. He described her 

as an honest-hearted, merry, jocular girl, of size somewhat corpulent but has a very agreeable countenance 

and can walk and dance with all imaginable cleverness. She plays with taste upon the guitar, which she 

chiefly employs in accompanying her voice with a thorough-bas.. Indeed her singing is so excellent that I 

should wish to reward her with due praise in this my journal, but that I own is difficult to do. 

 

Notes: 

 

Note 1: Musgrave, William. "A General Nomenclator and Obituary, with Referrence to the Books Where 

the Persons are Mentioned, and Where Some Account of Their Character is to be Found.” 
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(2) 1.2 Sir John Douglas 3rd Baronet of Kelhead2,1,3, 100762 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: abt 1708 

Birth Place: of Kelhead, Dumfriesshire, Scotland 

Death Date: 13 Nov 1778, age: 70 

Death Place: Drumlanrig, Dumfriesshire, Scotland 

Educ: Glasgow University 1745-47 

 

Contested Dumfries Burgh unsuccessfully in the Queensberry interest in 1735; returned as a Tory for the 

county in 1741, he voted against the government.  In January 1746, during the siege of the castle of 

Stirling, he arrived from London to see the Young Pretender with reports of messages sent to France by the 

English Jacobite leaders, Lord Barrymore and Sir William Watkins Wynn (q.q.v.) and with the news that 

the sum of 10,000 pounds was lying in the city of London for the Prince’s use.  This was disclosed by 

Murray of Broughton, the Young Pretender’s secretary, who turned King’s Evidence with the result that in 

August 1746, Sir John  was sent to the Tower, the house being notified of his arrest for high treason.  At a 

meeting of the Privy Council, 11. Nov., John Douglas, being then asked what he has to say to the facts 

above mentioned (Murray’s evidence) he saith that he shall make no answer in any shape, that perhaps this 

may be ill manners, but that being no lawyer he doth not think fit to give any answer.’ 

 

Attempts to get corroborative evidence having failed, he was released in March 1748 on bail of 4000 

pounds.  Excepted by name from the subsequent Act of Indemnity, 20 Geo II, c. 52, he did not stand 

again.16 

 

At the Privy Coucil hearing, in response to a question ‘Do you know the witness?’  ( Murray of Broughton) 

‘Not I, I once knew a person who bore the designation of Murray of Broughton, but that was a gentleman 

and a man of honour, and one that could hold up his head.’17 Murray of Broughton was third cousin to Sir 

John Douglas of Kelhead, being descended from the first Earl of Queensberry.  Sir John’s grandson, Henry 

Alexander Douglas, married Elizabeth Dalzell, also a descendent of the first Earl of Queensberry through 

the  Murrays of Broughton. 



 

The Gentleman’s Magazine Vol. XVI. of August 1746 has a short notice of Sir John’s being ‘brought to 

town in custody of a messenger’.  The same page has entries on sums of money raised in London by a Dr. 

Barry sent to Newgate and the arrival of Lord Lovat at the Tower and seeing the scaffold upon which he 

would be executed being built. 18 An article in the Gentleman’s Magazine of March 1848 notes Sir John’s 

release on bail, ‘his sureties in 2000 l and himself in 4000 l’.19 

 

Sir John was the ‘chief director of his friend the Duke of Queensberry’s country affairs and parliamentary 

interest in the county of Dumfries but ‘Sir John was no economist....he run aground and as he likewise had 

been nibbling to serve the Jacobite party...this added to the distraction and confusion of his affairs’....On Sir 

John’s release in March, 1748 the Duke of Queensberry ‘got his estate put under trustees...himself lent 

money....and had his creditors thereby pacified. ..By 1762, when James Boswell met him, the family were 

again in financial trouble by Sir John’s extravagant ‘improvements’ which had ‘burthened his estate with 

about 30,000 pounds’.   He was imprisoned for debt in January 1778 and died in November of that year.16 

 

Sir John wrote a very lengthy and impassioned letter to the Duke of Queensberry on 17 January 1775 

apologising for letting him down but defending his situation and desperately seeking the Duke’s support 

against his detractors.  Si John seems to have been acting as a factor on the Estate and allowed arrears of 

rent to accumulate.  He was also accused of obstructing the sale of woods, which he denied as an “injurious 

scandalous falsehood”.  Advances to his brother, David, are also mentioned.20 

 

Substantial holdings in Cummertrees and some other parts of Dumfriesshire are listed in a directory of 

Land Ownership circa 1770.14 

 

“Biography from James Boswell site 

 

John Douglas. (ca. 1708-1778) (aka. 3rd Bart of Kelhead) 3rd Bart of Kelhead. Son of Sir William Douglas 

(d. 1733), 2nd Bart of Kelhead, and Helen Erskine (d. 1754), a half-sister of Boswell's mother Euphemia. 

Brother of Charles and William Douglas. Married to Christian Cunningham (1710-1741), daughter of Sir 

William Cunningham of Caprington. Father of William Douglas and about 7 other children. 

 

Life with James Boswell:  

 

Boswell visited the family at Kelhead on October 6 and 7, 1762. He wrote of Douglas that by his princely 

improvements [of the estate] Sir John Douglas has burthened his estate with about £30,000. [...] a lively 

man, but hurried away by fanciful project. 

 

  

Named in mother’s Testament and Testament Dative particularly in association with his debts to her. 

 

Spouse: Christian Cunningham2,1,3, 100652 

Birth Date: 23 Apr 1710 

Death Date: Nov 1741, age: 31 

Father: Sir William Cunningham 9th of Caprington, 2nd Bt., 100692 (ca1664-1740) 

Mother: Janet Dick, 20292 (1672-1753) 

 

RIN: 20292 .  Sir William Cunningham’s daughters are not mentioned in the Ferguson -Cunninghame of 

Caprington entry in Burke’s.  However, Christian is mentioned in the Queensberry entry as sixth daughter 

of Sir William Cunningham of Caprington. Sir Alexander Dick (Cuninghame) is mentioned in records as 

uncle of Sir William  Douglas of Kelhead, his sister Christian’s son. (see William’s entry). 

 

Marr Date: abt 1730 

 



Children: William, 100870 (1731-1783) 

 Charles James Sholto, 20298 

 Stair, 20363 (-1789) 

 John, 100807 (-1759) 

 Helen, 101498 

 Janet, 20358 

 Christian, 101499 

 Catherine, 20360 

 

(3) 1.2.1 Sir William Douglas 4th Baronet of Kelhead M.P.1,2,22,3,23, 100870 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: 1731 

Birth Place: of, Kelhead, Dumfriesshire, Scotland 

Death Date: 16 May 1783, age: 52 

Educ: Glasgow University 

 

  

Educated Glasgow University 1745-47; succeeded uncle Charles Douglas in Breconwhat Estate, Dumfries 

13 Dec. 1770; and fa. 13 Nov 1778.  Lt. Scots Brigade in Holland 1747-58; cornet a Drag. 1759-64. 16 

 

When there was no money left for William and his brothers’ education, the family tutor, James Hogg, took 

his four pupils to Glasgow, supported them out of his own ‘little patrimony’ and sent the two eldest to 

university.  This he continued when their father was in the Tower of London.   

 

In June 1747, William obtained a commission in the regiment raised by Lord Drumlanrig and then, 

afterwards, served in the Scots Brigade; in about 1758, he received a commission in the 2nd Dragoons.  At 

the end of the war, William apparently retired from the army and became a member of the Duke of 

Queensberry’s household. 

 

He went into Parliament in 1768.  The Duke of Queensberry who died shortly before  

William’s father, had long treated William as his eventual heir to the Marquessate of Queensberry, failing 

male issue by his immediate successor, Lord March.   

 

Sir William’s uncle, Sir Alexander Dick, recorded in his Memoranda: 

 

‘The Duke, shortly before his death, having a warm attachment to my nephew, Sir William, whom he 

sincerely loved from his proper behaviour to him while in Parliament, and considering that he had 

(children).... to provide for, he left him 16,000 pounds in money on their behalf....On the worthy Dukes’s 

death...this new unkindly and ungenerous Duke refused to pay the money...My nephew seeks my 

approbation for suing the Duke in the court of session.’ 

 

At the general election of 1780, the Duke refused to return him to Parliament.  William’s action before the 

court of session for 20,000 pounds (16,000 pounds plus interest) was successful; on 30 April, 1783, 

Queensberry’s appeal was dismissed by the Lords.  Sir William was so overjoyed by the news that he had 

an apoplectic fit while playing with his children, and died on 16 May 1783.16 

 

(Original sources quoted in the  House of Commons biographical entry: Memoranda by Sir. Alex Dick, 

Curiosities of a Scots Charter Chest ed. Forbes 223; Alex Carlyle. Autobiog; Sir Alex Dick’s Memoranda, 

Scots Mag. 1747 p. 351; Scots Brigade in Holland (Sc. Hist. Soc.) ii 390-391-412,414;Jas. Charles Sholto 

Douglas to R. M. Keith 7 Dec. 1775. Add.35509 f. 274. Curiosities 270.) 

 

“ Article from James Boswell site 



Biography 

 

William Douglas. (Ca. 1730-1784) (aka. 4th Bart of Kelhead) 4th Bart of Kelhead. Son of Sir John 

Douglas, 3rd of Kelhead (and son of Boswell's mother's half-sister Helen Erskine) and Christian 

Cunninghame (1710-1741). Married Grace Johnstone (d. 1836) in 1772. A Captain in 1762. His sons 

Charles and John later became 6th and 7th Marquesses of Queensberry, respectively. He was also a 

sometime Member of Parliament. 

 

Life with James Boswell:  

 

Boswell possibly was in William Douglas' company on October 6, 1762, when he visited Douglas' family 

at Kelhead. Boswell mentions a Mr. Douglas, son to Sir John, an officer in the Greys, an amiable young 

fellow whom I hope to see in the circumstances which he deserves. However, Sir John did have two other 

surviving sons, at least one of whom was in the army. Also, I rather doubt if Boswell would refer to a 32 

year old as a young fellow. 

 

JB also dined with Douglas and Captain Maxwell on 20/12-62. 
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 Although the country house market in Scotland presents a varied picture, this applies only to 

"conventional" properties and their buyers; people who, whatever their station in life, still have to commute 

regularly to work to earn a daily crust. 

 

”Sale of Kinmount in 1999. 

 

 The super-rich buyer of country mansions goes purely for the standard and setting of the property and if 

location is important to him, then it is often a case of the more secluded the better. 

 

 The five most expensive Scottish properties sold last year by Savills were all purchased by buyers who 

were based outside Scotland. One of these was Kinmount House, home of the athlete, Steve Ovett, which, 

after being on the market for a long period, suddenly sold towards the end of last year for considerably 

more than the upset price of 1.3m. Kinmount House is situated in Dumfries-shire, where more conventional 

country housing proving extremely difficult to shift. So the moral seems to be: if do you chose a house in 

slow-to-sell location then make sure it's a good one.”24 

 

Spouse: Dame Grace Johnstone25,2,1,26,22,23,3, 100871 

Birth Date: ca 174627 

Birth Place: of Lockerbie, Dumfriesshire, Scotland 

Chr Date: 1 Dec 1746, age: <1 

Chr Place: Dryfesdale, Dumfriesshire, Scotland 

Death Date: 25 Mar 1836, age: 9028 

Death Place: Glen Stuart, Scotland 

Father: William Johnstone of Lockerbie, 20296 (-1783) 

Mother: Mary (Janet?) Henderson, 100666 

 

Entry in IGI for Grissel Johnstone is the only likely one for a Grace Johnstone born to William Johnstone in 

the right period.  No mother is given.  Christening date is given as 1 December 1746.   This has been 

verified by Imchad Research.  Baptismal entry in OPR states ‘’Dec. 1st (1746) William Johnstone, 

Younger of Lockerbie, had a child born and baptised by the name of Grissel’. 

‘Grissel’ was almost always changed to ‘Grace’ by the late 1700s.29 

 

 



However, according to her death notice (30 March 1836), Grace was born circa 1843.  She must have been 

christened at the age of three.  ‘Deaths: On Friday, the 25 inst., at Glen Stuart, Lady Douglas Johnstone 

(sic) of Lockerby, relict of the late Sir William Douglas of Kinmount, Bart., in her 93rd year’28 

 

  

See Internet site for ‘Lockerbie Manor’ now a hotel said to have been the home of ‘Dame Grace Douglas’ 

and her husband, Sir William, but it was built in the early 1800’s after he died. 

 

See also the Post Office Annual Directory for entries in 1827, 1828 and 1829 for Lady Grace Douglas, 

Heriot Row, No. 24, Edinburgh; also in Pigot’s Directory for 1825-26.  This may or may not be the same 

Lady Grace.30 

 

Lockerbie ‘derives both its origins and its name from an ancient castle situated on a hill between two lakes, 

and which was the baronial residence of the family of Johnstone of Lochwood, ancestors of the present 

Marquess of Queensberry.  The small hamlet that arose round the castle  gradually increased under the 

liberal patronage of its proprietors, who granted lands for buildings upon long and favourable 

leases........Fairs for lambs and wool, which are largely resorted to by persons from many miles’ distance 

are held at Lammas and Michaelmas............and so much has the business of late years increased, that the 

whole of that hill, the superiority of which was purchased from the corporation of Glasgow by Lady 

Douglas, of Lockerbie House, is now appropriated for that purpose.’31 

 

Notice in the Dumfries Weekly Journal of 10 August, 1802 says ‘Lady Douglas of Kellhead intends to 

preserve the GAME on her estate of Lockerbie and all persons who shall shoot or hunt thereon without her 

written authority, shall be prosecuted in terms of the laws of the country.’32 

 

Grace was served heir to her father on 22 May 1783-recorded on 19 June 1783 (monthly no. 6. Referred to 

as Douglas-Grace, Dame (or Johnston).33 

 

Ian McClumpha of Imchad research found a book by Thomas Henderson entitled  Lockerbie: A Narrative 

of Village Life in Days Gone By' published in 1937.  It is dedicated 'To  the memory of the family of 

Johnstone-Douglas of Lockerbie.  Who, during successive generations, by their generosity and care for the 

welfare of others, did so much to alleviate the circumstances and brighten the lives of many who dwelt 

upon thier estates'.  The book is 242 pages long and is a series of recollections of an old resident, brought 

out by the author, a Lockerbie solicitor.  Grace and her sister, Susan, are both mentioned.  

Marr Date: 21 May 1772 

Marr Place: Midlothian, Scotland 

 

Children: Mary, 20356 (1773-1841) 

 Christian, 100760 (1774-1847) 

 Catherine Heron, 100761 (1775-1840) 

 Charles, 100872 (1777-1837) 

 Archibald William Johnstone, 100755 (1778-1796) 

 John, 100695 (1779-1856) 

 Henry Alexander, 20349 (1781-1837) 

 William Robert Keith, 20353 (1783-1859) 

 

(3) 1.2.2a Charles James Sholto Douglas of Clermont, Jamaica*2,1,34,3, 20298 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Occ: Barrister, Collector of Customs, Jamaica 

Educ: Glasgow University16 

 

RIN: 20298   !#21-v10-p705.   Referred to as James Charles Sholto in Lodge's Peerage.35 



 

Spouse: Basilia Dawes1, 20299 

Father: James Dawes, 20301 

 

Children: James Sholto, 20619 (1757-1830) 

 John Graham, 21327 (-1807) 

 Stair, 21328 (1764-1826) 

 

Other spouses: Mary Bullock 

 

(3) 1.2.2b Charles James Sholto Douglas of Clermont, Jamaica* (See above) 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

 

Spouse: Mary Bullock, 20303 

Father: Rev. Richard Bullock D.D., 20304 

 

RIN: 20303 

 

 

Children: Lucy Maria, 70698 (1773-1811) 

 Edward Bullock, 21332 (1774-1830) 

 Charles, 21331 (ca1772-1806) 

 

Other spouses: Basilia Dawes 

 

(3) 1.2.3 Captain Stair Douglas2, 20363 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Death Date: 8 Apr 1789 

Occ: Naval Captain 

 

Became Captain on 29 May, 1782, Died unmarried. 

 

(3) 1.2.4 John Douglas2, 100807 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Death Date: 1759 

Death Place: Madras 

 

Died unmarrried. 

 

(3) 1.2.5 Helen Douglas2, 101498 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

 

Died unmarried. 

 

(3) 1.2.6 Janet Douglas2, 20358 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

 

 Had children by marriage. 



 

Spouse: William Irving of Bonshaw2, 20359 

 

of Bonshaw, Dumfriesshire. 

 

Marr Date: 13 Nov 17672 

Marr Place: Prestonfield 

 

Children: John Robert, 103867 

 

(3) 1.2.7 Christian Douglas2, 101499 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

 

Died young. 

 

(3) 1.2.8 Catherine Douglas2, 20360 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

 

 1   There were no children of this marriage. 

 

Spouse: Dr. William Butler2, 20361 

 

RIN: 20361 POSTFIX: MD, of London 

 

Marr Date: 13 Nov 1767 

Marr Place: Prestonfield 

 

(2) 1.3 William Douglas2, 100767 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Death Date: 1786 

 

Died unmarried according to the Scots Peerage. 2  However , a pedigree prepared by Clive Martin Douglas, 

a descendant of William Douglas’s brother, David, shows William as marrying an Elizabeth Spencer in 

1718 and having six children.36However, as William’s parents only married in 1705 this would not appear 

to be correct especially given the mention of William in James Boswell as outlined below.. 

 

“Article from James Boswell site 

 

William Douglas. (-1786) Son of Sir William Douglas (d. 1733), 2nd Bart of Kelhead, and Helen Erskine 

(d. 1754), a half-sister of Boswell's mother Euphemia. Brother of John and Charles Douglas. 

 

Life with James Boswell:  

 

Boswell met him at John Douglas' Kelhead on October 6 and 7, 1762. He described him as a catholic, a 

delicate, quiet, religious creature, [who] must certainly be happy in another world, where I hope to meet 

him. On October 7, Douglas showed Boswell his room at Kelhead where he has his books of devotion, and 

there does perform his penances and all the other rites of his severe religion. [...] We then went and took a 

walk. I was surprised to find him very cheerful and really facetious.21 

 

Named in his mother’s Testament and Testament Dative 7 



 

(2) 1.4 Charles Douglas of Breconwhat2,1, 23510 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Death Date: 13 Dec 1770 

Death Place: London, England 

Occ: Service of East India Company 

 

Died d.s.p. Estate devolved upon his nephew, Sir William Douglas of Kelhead. 

 

“Article from James Boswell site 

 

Biography 

 

Charles Douglas. (-1770) (aka. of Breconwhat) Son of Sir William Douglas (d. 1733), 2nd Bart of Kelhead, 

and Helen Erskine (d. 1754), a half-sister of Boswell's mother Euphemia. Brother of John and William 

Douglas. Married to a Mrs. Young. 

 

Life with James Boswell:  

 

Boswell met him at Kelhead on October 6, 1762. He described him as having been twenty-five years 

abroad in the East Indies and has made a fortune of £20,000, a fine, hearty man of no great reach but much 

kindness of heart and a good deal of humour. He was very fond to see me, and as he has a house in London 

and is to be there next winter, he may be very obliging to me.21 

 

Spouse: Jane Young (1st married name)1, 72114 

Birth Date: ca 172737 

Birth Memo: Aged 28 upon death 

Death Date: 7 Nov 1755, age: 28 

Death Place: Bengal, India 

 

Here Lye 

the remains of Mrs Jane Douglas 

Aged 28 Years 

who departed this life the 7th November, 1755, 

to the lasting affliction 

of all who were happy in the knowledge of her many  

good, sensible and amiable qualities;  

 

By her lies deposited the body of her daughter 

Helen Douglas, 

who deceased prior to her mother, 

the 22nd June, 1755, Aged 3 Years, 

to whose beloved Memories this Monument is erected  

by their afflicted and affectionate husband 

and father, Mr Charles Douglas, 

Third son of Sir Wm. Douglas of Kelhead, Bart.37 

 

 

Children: Helen, 104207 (ca1752-1755) 

 

(3) 1.4.1 Helen Douglas, 104207 

———————————————————————————————————————————



—— 

Birth Date: ca 175237 

Death Date: 22 Jun 1755, age: 337 

Death Place: St John’s, Bengal 

 

(2) 1.5 James Douglas2,1,13, 23511 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: ?  

Death Date: ?  

Occ: Physician in Carlisle. 

 

 Deputed in 1745 to treat with Prince Charles as to the surrender of the city and castle. 

 

The Scots Peerage notes that there were children of this marriage but does not name them. 

 

Burke’s Landed Gentry states there were two sons who died unmarried and  five daughters.  The daughters 

are named in Lodge's Peerage. 

 

Spouse: Mary Maxwell2,1,13, 23519 

Birth Date: ?  

Death Date: ?  

Father: Sir Patrick Maxwell 1st Baronet of Springkell, 23520 (-1723) 

Mother: Mary Gordon, 68939 

 

 See Heron-Maxwell Bt. 

 

 

Children: Helen, 102294 (-<1786) 

 Mary, 102295 

 Charlotte, 102296 

 Joanna, 102297 

 Elizabeth, 102298 

 

(3) 1.5.1 Helen Douglas35, 102294 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Death Date: bef 178638 

 

Third wife and eldest daughter. Not mentioned in husband’s will so presumably predeceased him.38 

 

Spouse: Charles Maxwell Esq38,35, 102299 

Death Date: Jan 178638 

Death Memo: Between the 2nd and 12th January. 

Occ: Apothecary and Surgeon at 29 Fleet Street; liveryman of the Apothecaries 

Company38 

Father: Charles Maxwell, 103569 (1700-1758) 

Mother: Margaret McBraire, 103573 (ca1698-1762) 

 

Mentioned in mother’s will as eldest son.38 

 

 

Children: Charles William, 101923 (ca1775-1848) 



 

(3) 1.5.2 Mary Douglas35, 102295 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

 

“Article from James Boswell site 

 

Mary Douglas. (-) (aka. Mrs. Middlemore, Niece to Sir John) Daughter of James Douglas and Mary 

Maxwell, daughter of Patrick Maxwell, 1st Bart of Springkell. Married to William Richard Middlemore. 

 

Life with James Boswell:  

 

Boswell met her and her husband at Sir John Douglas' on October 6, 1762. He described her as a pretty, 

agreeable young creature. 21 

 

Spouse: ? Middlemere Esq35, 102300 

 

(3) 1.5.3 Charlotte Douglas35, 102296 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

 

Spouse: Alexander Maxwell Esq35, 102301 

 

(3) 1.5.4 Joanna Douglas35, 102297 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

 

Spouse: John Forbes Esq35, 102302 

 

(3) 1.5.5 Elizabeth Douglas35, 102298 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

 

(2) 1.6 Archibald Douglas2, 101098 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Death Date: ?  

 

Died young and unmarried. 

 

(2) 1.7 Lieut-General Stewart Douglas2, 101095 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Death Date: 30 Jun 1795 

Death Place: London 

Occ: Soldier 

 

Lieutenant-general and colonel of 99th regiment of foot; was at the Battle of Dettingen in 1743. Died 

unmarried. Clive Douglas states “90th Regiment of Foot”.36 

 

A Colonel  Stewart Douglas of Hurkledale was a substantial landholder in the parish of Cummertrees, 

Dumfriesshire,  circa 1770.14 

 



On 12 November 1779, Stewart Douglas wrote a most bitter letter to his nephew, Sir William Douglas of 

Kelhead,  regarding the proposed sale of the lands and contents of Hurkledale and Todholes to cover debts. 

The letter was addressed from St. Mary Le Bone.  He questions “whether it is necessary in  discharge of 

your debts to Strip me Naked or not; but then perhaps it may be necessary for you, or Some of my most 

active persecutors, to get something into Pocket for the Wages of their Sins”  There is much more in this 

vein over some five pages.  Stewart Douglas also provides an attachment outlining that the value of 

Hurkledale is sufficient to cover debts.  He also accuses Sir William of even wanting to sell his uncle’s 

breeches.  39 

 

On 4 September, 1779, Stewart Douglas wrote a letter to the Duke of Queensberry (not named but evident 

from the contents regarding a promise he stated the previous Duke had made regarding the security of the 

Estate of Kelhead))  regarding a request to raise a regiment.40 

 

Named in mother’s Testament and Testament  Dative7. 

 

(2) 1.8 Erskine Douglas1,35, 23513 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Death Date: 10 Feb 179141 

Death Place: Brompton 

Occ: Physician of Hexham in Northumberland 

 

of Hexham, Northumberland; married Mrs Wetters 

 

Named as a rebel  with his brother Francis in relation to the ‘45 ‘ Erskine Douglas, surgeon (sic) , brother 

of Sir John Douglas of Hillhead (sic) carried arms with the rebels from the time they left Edinburgh to their 

repassing the Forth.  Reported lurking.42 

 

Soldier in the French Service 1745-1770.43 

 

England, Scotland, Ireland: Musgrave's Obituaries Prior to 1800, parts 1 & 2  

 Obituary Prior to 1800 (as far as Relates to England, Scotland, and Ireland), Compiled by Sir William 

Musgrave, 6th Bart., of Hayton Castle, Co. Cumberland, and Entitled by Him "A General Nomenclator and 

Obituary, with Referrence to the Books Where the Persons are Mentioned, and Where Some Account of 

Their Character is to be Found."  

County: General  

Country: England  

Douglas, Erskine, M.D., bro. of Sir Jno. D., Bt., of Killhead. 10 Feb 1791. (S.M. 53, 102; E.M. 160; G.M. 

189.) 44 

 

Named in mother’s Testament and Testament Dative7 

 

Spouse: Eleanor1, 23521 

 

Children: William Erskine (Died as Child), 72115 (1766-1771) 

 Helen Frances Catherine, 72752 (-1837) 

 Wilhemina, 101924 (-1840) 

 Clementina, 102274 

 Helen, 102303 

 

(3) 1.8.1 William Erskine Douglas1, 72115 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 



Birth Date: 15 Aug 1766 

Death Date: 17 Sep 1771, age: 5 

 

(3) 1.8.2 Helen Frances Catherine Douglas45,1, 72752 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Death Date: 11 Jan 1837 

 

Frances Catherine Douglas in  Burke's 1836. Eldest daughter of Erskine Douglas.45 

 

Spouse: Daniel Sandford D.D.45,1, 72753 

Birth Date: 1 Jul 176635,45 

Death Date: 14 Jan 1830, age: 6345 

Occ: Bishop of Edinburgh, Episcopal Church of Scotland 

Father: Rev Daniel Sandford of Sandford, 102977 

Mother: Sarah Chapone, 102978 

 

See Burke’s for this family.45 Daniel settled in Edinburgh after his marriage.45 

 

Monument erected to Daniel's memory at St. John's Chapel, Edinburgh-led the congregation for 38 years.  

See 46for inscription.  

 

A grandson, Daniel Fox Sandford. (1821-1906) , also Rector of St. John's Chapel (1873-1883) was  Bishop 

of Tasmania.46 See http://images.statelibrary.tas.gov.au/TitleIndex/Default.asp?Letter=R for Right Rev. 

Daniel Sandford.  This site gives the dates of his life as 1831-1906 but this would have been his grandson,  

Daniel.Fox Sandford (1821-1906). 

 

Marr Date: 11 Oct 179035 

 

Children: Erskine Douglas, 102970 (-ca1861) 

 Daniel Keyte, 102971 (1798-1838) 

 John, 102972 (ca1801-) 

 Eleanor Sarah, 102973 (-1815) 

 Frances Catherine, 102974 

 Wilhelmina, 102975 

 Sarah, 102976 

 

(3) 1.8.3 Wilhemina Douglas35,1, 101924 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Death Date: 6 Sep 1840 

 

Cousin of her husband according to Burke’s Landed Gentry.  Parents identified in Queensberry entry of 

Lodge's Peerage. Described as second daughter.35 

 

Spouse: Lt.-Col.  William Douglas25,10,1, 72754 

Birth Date: 26 May 175410,1 

Death Date: May 1831, age: 76 

Occ: Lt-Col. 85th Regiment of Foot (ret. 1802). 

Father: David Douglas, 23515 (-ca1793) 

Mother: ? Thomson, 23523 

 

of Greencroft, Annan, Dumfries. 



 

Marr Date: 29 Nov 1824 

 

(3) 1.8.4 Clementina Douglas35, 102274 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: ?  

Death Date: ?  

 

Spouse: Douglas MacMurdo Esq35, 102275 

Birth Date: ?  

Death Date: ?  

 

(3) 1.8.5 Helen Douglas35, 102303 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: ?  

Death Date: ?  

 

Called Eleanora in Midlothian: Edinburgh-Register of Marriages 1751-180047 

 

Spouse: Henry William Hardy Esq35, 102304 

Birth Date: ?  

Death Date: ?  

Marr Date: 17 Aug 179635 

Marr Memo: Celebrant: Daniel Sandford 

 

(2) 1.9 Francis Edward Douglas2,1, 23514 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Death Date: 21 Jul 1793 

Death Place: Mansfield, County Nottingham 

Occ: Merchant in India 

 

 

Married a widow, Mrs Hunter.  No children are mentioned in the Scots Peerage.  Burke’s Landed Gentry 

says he died d.s.p.1 

Reported as a Jacobite with his brother Erskine42;’ Francis Douglas, sailor, brother of Sir John Douglas of 

Hillhead (sic) carried arms with the rebels from the time they left Edinburgh to their repassing the Forth. 

Reported lurking’. 

 

Named in mother’s Testament and Testament Dative7 

 

(2) 1.10 David Douglas1, 23515 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Death Date: ca 1793 

 

RIN: 23515  

 

There were 15 children (not named in the Scots Peerage) of this marriage.  Two (William and John) are 

named in Burke’s Landed Gentry 2001. 

 



 

Named in mother’s Testament and Testament Dative 

 

Spouse: ? Thomson1, 23523 

Death Date: ?  

Father: William Thomson of Annan, 23524 

 

Thomson in 'The Scots Peerage' and Thompson in Burke's 2001.2,1 

 

 

Children: Helen, 102306 (1751-?) 

 Janet?, 103094 (1753-?) 

  William, 72754 (1754-1831) 

 Catherine ?, 103095 (1755-?) 

 James, 103096 (1756-?) 

 John Erskine, 101925 (1757-1847) 

 Catherine Maxwell, 102307 (1759-1835) 

 Margaret, 103097 (1760-?) 

 Dunbar Hamilton, 103098 (1761-?) 

 Charles, 103099 (1762-?) 

 David, 103100 (1765-?) 

  Jean (Jane?), 102308 (1766-1853) 

 Frances 'Fanny', 102309 (1767-?) 

 Janet M 'Jane?', 103101 (?1771-?) 

 Stewart, 103102 (1772-?) 

 

(3) 1.10.1 Helen Douglas10,48,35, 102306 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: 4 Nov 175110 

Death Date: ?  

 

The family bible (difficult to read)  also has a child with a  name that looks like Helen  born on 29 October, 

1757.  This is the birth date of John Erskine Douglas but his name is not in the family bible. The bible 

names Janet M Douglas as 8th daughter and Stewart Douglas as 7th son.  The couple had fifteen children.  

The Bible has fifteen entries.  On this basis, I am assuming that the Helen born on 4 November, 1751 lived 

and the entry on 29 October, 1757 was for John Erskine Douglas.10 

 

Spouse: Robert Halliday Esq35, 102310 

 

(3) 1.10.2 Janet? Douglas10,35, 103094 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: 17 Apr 1753 

Death Date: ?  

 

Name not certain as the Bible is difficult to read.10 See entry against her sisters, Jane or Jean and the other 

Janet. 

 

(3) 1.10.3a Lt.-Col.  William Douglas*25,10,1, 72754 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: 26 May 175410,1 



Death Date: May 1831, age: 76 

Occ: Lt-Col. 85th Regiment of Foot (ret. 1802). 

 

of Greencroft, Annan, Dumfries. 

 

Spouse: Catherine Johnstone25,1, 72755 

Death Date: 1823 

Father: William Johnstone of Lockerbie, 20296 (-1783) 

Mother: Mary (Janet?) Henderson, 100666 

 

Daughter and co-heir of William Johnstone of Lockerbie House, Lockerbie.1 

 

Marr Date: 27 Oct 17951 

 

Children: Mary, 101922 (1796-<1839) 

 David William Archibald, 72756 (1798-1841) 

 

Other spouses: Wilhemina Douglas 

 

(3) 1.10.3b Lt.-Col.  William Douglas* (See above) 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

(See duplicate branch above) 

 

(3) 1.10.4 Catherine ? Douglas, 103095 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: 9 Jun 1755 

Death Date: ?  

 

Name difficult to read in the family bible but looks like Catherine10.  There is a later Catherine in the 

family so this child may have died. 

 

(3) 1.10.5 James Douglas, 103096 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: 17 Sep 175610 

Death Date: ?  

 

(3) 1.10.6 Admiral John Erskine Douglas1, 101925 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: 29 Oct 17571 

Death Date: 25 Jul 1847, age: 891,49 

Death Place: Sparrows, near Watford, England 

 

A daughter died unmarried (name unknown)1  This may have been a reference to his daughter, Louisa. 

 

Further information in UK National Register of Archives.50 

 

DOUGLAS, Miss - D6/4/1853 - On the 6th instant, at 24 Chester Street, Belgrave Square, London, Miss 

Douglas, only surviving daughter of Admiral John Erskine Douglas, aged 87 years.51 

 



The above cannot refer to one of the Admiral’s daughters.  Given the age, she would have been the last 

surviving sister of the Admiral. See record for Jean (Jane) who died in 1853 and who would have been 87.   

 

The Times of London on 11 April 1853 provides the same details except that it describes her as the 

Admiral’s sister not daughter. 

 

 

Death Notice in The Times of 27 July 1847 states “ On the 2? inst (2nd number illegible), at his residence, 

Sparrows, near Watford, John Erskine Douglas, aged 89.49 

 

Spouse: Catharine Anne Griffith1, 101926 

Birth Date: ca 1795 

Birth Memo: Aged circa 83 upon death 

Death Date: 22 Apr 1878, age: 8352 

Death Place: The Hitchel, Edinburgh 

Death Memo: Burke’s Landed Gentry gives Catherine’s death date as 1885. 

Father: John Griffith, 101928 

 

Widow when she married John Erskine Douglas. 

 

Death notice of 29 April 1878 states “On the 22nd April, at the Hitchel, Edinburgh, suddenly, 

CATHARINE ANNE, widow of Admiral JOHN ERSKINE DOUGLAS, in her 83rd year”.52 

 

Marr Date: Jan 181835 

 

Children: Helen Catharine, 101929 (1819-1910) 

 Louisa, 102305 (1821-?) 

 

(3) 1.10.7 Catherine Maxwell Douglas10,48,35, 102307 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: 22 Jan 175910,35 

Death Date: 3 Oct 1835, age: 7648,35,53,53 

Death Place: Chapel Street, Belgrave Square, London. 

 

Death notice states: 

 

In Chapel Street, Belgrave Square, London on the 3d inst, Miss Catherine Maxwell Douglas, daughter of 

the late David  Douglas, Esq. and sister of Rear-Admiral John Erskine Douglas.53 Henry Alexander 

Douglas, brother of the 5th and 6th Marquesses, died in Chapel Street, Grosvenor Place in 1837. 54 Was 

this Catherine’s home or his sister Christian’s or both, perhaps? 

 

The Royal Blue Book of 1833 shows  a Miss Douglas at Chapel Street, Grosvenor Place.55 

 

(3) 1.10.8 Margaret Douglas10, 103097 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: 9 Apr 1760 

Death Date: ?  

 

Died unmarried.48 

 

(3) 1.10.9 Dunbar Hamilton Douglas10,48, 103098 



———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: 12 Jul 176110 

Death Date: ?  

 

Died unmarried.48 

 

(3) 1.10.10 Charles Douglas10, 103099 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: 21 Aug 176210 

Death Date: ?  

 

5th son.10 

 

(3) 1.10.11 David Douglas10, 103100 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: 22 Jan 176510 

Death Date: ?  

 

6th son.10 

 

(3) 1.10.12  Jean (Jane?) Douglas10, 102308 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: 176610 

Death Date: 6 Apr 1853, age: 87 

 

Date of birth difficult to read. 2nd of unknown month. Named Jean in Family Bible.  See sisters'  

Janet.10  

 

DOUGLAS, Miss - D6/4/1853 - On the 6th instant, at 24 Chester Street, Belgrave Square, London, Miss 

Douglas, only surviving daughter of Admiral John Erskine Douglas, aged 87 years. 

 

The London Times entry of 11 April 1853 has the same details but refers to her as the Admiral’s last 

surviving sister.  This would be correct not the former entry. 

 

(3) 1.10.13 Frances 'Fanny' Douglas10,35, 102309 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: 2 Nov 176710 

Death Date: ?  

 

'Frances' in family bible and 'Fanny' in Lodge's Peerage.  Named as 7th daughter and 13th child in the 

family bible.10 

 

(3) 1.10.14 Janet M 'Jane?' Douglas10,48,35, 103101 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: ? 9 Apr 177110 

Death Date: ? 48 

 



The Douglas Family Bible has a possible Janet, a Jean and this Janet.   Lodge's Peerage and Burke's 

Peerage names one 'Jane'.  Lodge's does not give a date of birth but Burke's 1881 gives a date of death as 

185348.  However, according to the Wigtownshire Free Press, the daughter who died in 1853 was 87. 51 

This fits with the birth date of Jean (Jane) in 1766.  

 

It is assumed but not proven that this is the youngest Jean, Janet, Jane in the family. 

 

Named as 8th daughter in family bible.10 

 

(3) 1.10.15 Stewart Douglas10, 103102 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: 3 Nov 177210 

Death Date: ?  

 

7th son and 15th child.10 

 

(2) 1.11 Thomas Douglas2, 23512 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: ?  

Death Date: 1744 

Occ: Navy 

 

Lost in the Victory, Sir John Balchen’s flagship, in 1744. 

 

(2) 1.12 Jean Douglas2,56, 23517 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: ?  

Death Date: ?  

 

Spouse: Hugh Maxwell of Dalswinton, Dumfriesshire2, 23518 

Birth Date: ?  

Death Date: ?  

 

  

 

 

“William Maxwell. (1728-) (aka. Captain Maxwell / 4th of Dalswinton) 4th of Dalswinton. Son of Hugh 

Maxwell, 3rd of Dalswinton and Jane (or Jean) Douglas, a daughter of Helen Erskine, Boswell’s mother’s 

half-sister, and William Douglas, 2nd of Kelhead. Married to Mary Boscawen. Brother of George Maxwell. 

Due to financial troubles he had to sell Dalswinton in 1786.  

 

Maxwell reached the title of Major in the army, so he might have been a Captain in 1763. 

 

Life with James Boswell:  

 

Boswell dined with Captain Douglas of Kelhead and William Maxwell on 21/12-62, and he had breakfast 

with Maxwell and John Boswell on 7/1-63. Dinner with WM and Captain George Maxwell 27/7-63. 

 

External links:  

 •  Printed Biographies & Genealogies: Burke 1894 - an informative note about Maxwell of Dalswinton 
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Maxwell of Dalswinton 

 The family of Maxwell of Dalswinton is descended from Maxwell of Pollok. 

 John Maxwell an advocate at the Scottish Bar purchased the barony of Dalswinton in Nithsdale in 1649. 

By his wife Jane Nisbet he had 2 daus. Marion and Rachel. The eldest dau. 

 Marion Maxwell m. 1670, Hugh Maxwell (son of George Maxwell of Auldhouse by his 3rd wife Janet  

Douglas dau. of Douglas of Waterside co. Dumfries) and had 2 sons, George and James, the latter d. unm.. 

The elder son George Maxwell 2nd of Dalswinton m. 1700 Jane Campbell and by her had 4 sons & 2 daus. 

The eldest son Hugh Maxwell 3rd Dalswinton m. in 1727 Jane 2nd dau. of Sir William Douglas of 

Kelhead. By this marriage he had six sons and one dau. These were, 

 •  William who s. his father 

 •  George William accidentally shot at Twyning Gloucestershire. He m. Ann heiress of Peter Handcock of 

Twyning Manor by whom he had one son and 4 daus. 

 1  William George Maxwell of Twyning d. unm. 

 1  Anne Maxwell m. Rev. JW Young of Birmingham dsp. 

 2  Jane Charlotte Maxwell who m. Henry Fowke of Tewkesbury. Their children were 

 1  Anne Rachel Fowke who m. Richard Gumbleton of Glanatore, co. Cork. Their only surviving son was 

Richard John Maxwell Gumbleton who on the death of his aunt succeeded to the Manor of Twyning. 

 2  Jane Mary Fowke wife of Post-capt. Stocker RN and dsp. 8 Aug 1881 

 3  Helen Frances Maxwell of Twyning s. to that Manor on the death of her brother William George 

Maxwell. She d. unm. 14 Jul 1858 and on her death the manor devolved to her niece Mrs. Stocker, as 

aforesaid from whom it was inherited by Mr Gumbleton 

 The eldest son William Maxwell 4th of Dalswinton b. 1728 a Major in the army. He m. Mary Boscawen 

dau. of Viscount Falmouth but had no issue. He became so involved by the failure of the bank of Douglas, 

Heron & co, Ayr, in which he was a shareholder that he was obliged to sell Dalswinton in 1786.56 

 

Marr Date: 30 Apr 1727 

 

Children: William, 104142 (1728-?) 

 

(3) 1.12.1 Major William Maxwell56,21, 104142 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: 172821 

Death Date: ?  

 

“William Maxwell. (1728-) (aka. Captain Maxwell / 4th of Dalswinton) 4th of Dalswinton. Son of Hugh 

Maxwell, 3rd of Dalswinton and Jane (or Jean) Douglas, a daughter of Helen Erskine, Boswell’s mother’s 

half-sister, and William Douglas, 2nd of Kelhead. Married to Mary Boscawen. Brother of George Maxwell. 

Due to financial troubles he had to sell Dalswinton in 1786. (Link) 

 

Maxwell reached the title of Major in the army, so he might have been a Captain in 1763. 

 

Life with James Boswell:  

 

Boswell dined with Captain Douglas of Kelhead and William Maxwell on 21/12-62, and he had breakfast 

with Maxwell and John Boswell on 7/1-63. Dinner with WM and Captain George Maxwell 27/7-63. 

 

External links:  

 •  Printed Biographies & Genealogies: Burke 1894 - an informative note about Maxwell of Dalswinton 
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(2) 1.13 Helen Douglas2,57, 101096 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Death Date: 28 Jan 17662 

Death Place: Edinburgh 

 

No children of marriage. 

 

England, Scotland, Ireland: Musgrave's Obituaries Prior to 1800, parts 1 & 2  

 Obituary Prior to 1800 (as far as Relates to England, Scotland, and Ireland), Compiled by Sir William 

Musgrave, 6th Bart., of Hayton Castle, Co. Cumberland, and Entitled by Him "A General Nomenclator and 

Obituary, with Referrence to the Books Where the Persons are Mentioned, and Where Some Account of 

Their Character is to be Found."  

County: General  

Country: England  

Erskine, Helen, dau. of Sir Wm. Douglas of Kellhead, relict of Capt. Jno. E. 28 Jan 1766. (S.M. 55.) 44 

 

Named in mother’s Testament and Testament Dative 

 

Spouse: Captain John Erskine2,57,44,7, 21669 

Death Date: 174157 

 

Of the American Regiment. 

 

Captain John Erskine named as Helen Douglas’s husband in his mother-in-law’s Testament.7 

 

 

(2) 1.14 Mary Douglas2, 101097 

———————————————————————————————————————————

—— 

Birth Date: ?  

Death Date: ?  

 

Died unmarried. 
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