Public Record Office, Kew -  30/8/03

I went to look for anything I could find on Alexander Douglas I and II. I looked at the following:

1.
Calendars of State Papers Domestic for James I, Charles Charles II and I. These are printed extracts of papers relevant to the King in date order. They give a brief outline only and are indexed. I assume it is possible to order and look at the originals. Some of the references I found are of sufficient interest for me to go back to see the originals. Whether I will be able to understand them is another matter, but it might be possible to get copies for those with the necessary skills to transcribe.

2.
Calendar for the Committee for Compounding with Delinquents;

3.
Calendar for the Committee for the Advance of Money;

4.
List of Officers Claiming £60,000

I also wanted to look at Edward Peacock’s Army Lists of the Roundheads and Cavaliers. The library at the PRO had two copies but neither could be found.

1.
Calendars of State Papers Domestic for James I, Charles I and II.

1.1 James I:

1.1.1
1603 June 20
Transfer by Alex. Douglas to Wm. Say of his post as one of the Keepers of the Council Chambers, on account of his own return to Scotland. Annexed is,

10.1
Certificate of the admission of Alex. Douglas to join with Humphrey Rogers in the above office. Greenwich, May 13.

1.1.2
1605 Feb 6
Hampton Court. The King to the Council. To admit Wm. Say to the office of Keeper of the Council Chambers in the room of Alex. Douglas.

1.1.3
1605 June 21
Tower. Thomas Douglas hanged for forging the King’s signature. He obtained the use of the Privy Signet from his brother who was in the service of Sir James Elphinstone. [Note, the wording for this entry is CW’s interpretation of a much wordier record.]

1.1.4
1610 Feb 14
Grant to Geo. Douglas of the benefit of the recusancy of Fras. Poutenay, of Artleborough and Rob Prince, of Tamsworth, co Northampton; Thos. Hawes, co Surrey; J. Charnock; of Houkott, and Mrs Stone, of Ridgemont, co Bedford.

1.1.5
1609 July 7
Grant to Sir James and Sir George Douglas, of 2000l., part of the King’s moiety of a grant made to John Elphinstone and John Gay.

1.1.6
1608 Oct 20
Licence for two years to Jas. Douglas to dig for gold and silver in Hampshire and the Isle of Wight.

1.1.7:
1608 Mar 18
Grant to Sir James Douglas, born in Scotland, of denization.

1.1.8
1608 June 6
Grant to Sir Jas. Douglas of the benefit of the recusancy of John Middlemore, of the Bream, Newland, co Gloucester; Geo. Throgmorton, of Temple Grafton and John Hunt, of Rowington, co Warwick.

1.1.9
1609 July 3
Grant to Sir Jas. Douglas of the benefit of the recusancy of Wm. Naylor of Reading co. Berks.

1.1.10
1609 Oct 12
Paris. William Douglas, Earl of Angus, to [Salisbury]. Having been banished for his religion, at only 20 days notice, begs permission to return for six months to Scotland, to settle his affairs and take leave of his wife and children.

1.1.11
1606 Mar 31
Sir Herbert Croft to Salisbury. Sends the bearer to be paid for his horse, which died after his “extreme journey to the King, being at least 20 miles more than any other man rode that day, Mr. Douglas excepted.

1.1.12
1612 Jan 6
Grant to Sir Geo. Douglas and George and James, his sons, born in Scotland, of denization.

1.1.13
1612 Nov 29
Royston. Grant to Jas. Douglas of a pension of 200 marks per ann. For service in the affairs of Scotland.

1.1.14
1617 May ?
Petition of Jas. Douglas to the King, for satisfaction to be made to his tenants of Maudlenfield and Castle Hill, for losses sustained by the quarries made in their fields for the fortification of Berwick.

1.1.15
1612 Feb 12
 Grant to Sir Robt. Douglas, Master of the Horse to the Prince, of an annuity of 1,000 marks, and 500 marks to his executors and administrators during the life of Sir David Murray.

1.1.16
1615 Feb 27
 Grant to Sir Robt. Douglas of 1,000l as a free gift.

1.2
Charles I:

1.2.1
1641 Nov 25
William Douglas Earl of Morton made Gentleman of the Bedchamber. [It would seem that the King was in Scotland at the time and bestowed a number of other honours including knighthoods.]

1.2.2
1640 May 5
George Douglas to his cousin Roger Mowatt … if my brother Alexander require1000 of them from you at the next term I pray let him have it, for I can pay myself here out of interest.

1.2.3
1640 Sep 20
Sec. Vane to Sec. Windebank. This afternoon … Since my last Lieutenant Smith, who commanded Sir John Digby’s troop, with 60 horse surprised Sir Alexander Douglas, Major to Colonel Ramsay, that took Sir John Digby prisoner who came into Yorkshire over Tees with 60 horse and were plundering the house of a Mr. Pudsey, who gave our troops notice of their being there. Captain John Digby, the Earl of Bristol’s son, with three or four troops cut off their passage at Croft Brigg, the great rains made the river not fordable, so that 10 of them offering to swim the river were drowned, 21 that resisted were killed on the spot, 39 taken prisoners, besides all the officers and the horses of the whole troop with such arms as they had, which are but mean and so are their horses. By this you see that we begin to recover our hearts and courage.

1.2.4
1640 Oct 17
For news the Scotchmen pillage the country very much; last Friday they were caught a pillaging Mr. Pudsey’s house, 37 horsemen were taken and 7 or 8 killed. Three of them are brought to York, one being Sir Arthrip Duckles, [Sir Archibald Douglas], his saddle was presented to the King but the man that took him had his horse. The Bishopric of Durham suffers much, for they are forced to pay 600l. a month to the Scots.

1.3
Charles II:

1.3.1
1660 May
Sir James Douglas. For the place of Gentleman of the Privy Chamber, which he held under the late King, and for the payment to him of arrears of his pension of 200l a year. Served in the late war, and was imprisoned once in England and once in Scotland.

1.3.2
1666 Jul 5
Minutes of the commissions for Lord Douglas’ regiment:

George Lord Douglas, Colonel of a regiment of foot consisting of 12 companies of 100 men each, and captain of a company of foot.

List of officers of the 12 companies in the said regiment viz. [Douglases only listed]

	Captains
	Lieutenants
	Ensigns

	Col. Lord George Douglas
	Wm. Douglas
	Jas Douglas

	Arch. Douglas
	John Douglas
	

	Lord Jas Douglas
	John Douglas
	

	James Douglas
	Jas Douglas
	


2.
Calendar for the Committee for Compounding with Delinquents;

This records fines levied on royalists.

The only Douglas I found was James, Lord Mordington of Mordington Scotland, his wife and children.

3.
Calendar for the Committee for the Advance of Money;

No Douglases found.

4.
List of Officers Claiming £60,000

After the Restoration, a fund of £60,000 was set up, to be distributed among ‘such truly loyal and indigent officers who have had real command of soldiers … and have not a sufficient livelyhood of their own.

Law Tho. Of Westmorland. Q to Cap Douglas. Under the command of Sir John Crosland.

Douglas Ferdinando from L&W [London & Westminster] Ensign to Cap Lourdon. Under the command of Lord Lundore.

Some thoughts on the data:

My Grandfather, Esmond Foster, son in law of William Bloomfield Douglas referring to the Douglas ‘Tree’ wrote:

“John Douglas, who heads it was descended from Alexander Douglas. Alexander was of the Morton line of Douglas, and came in the retinue of James I in 1603. The King gave him property near Reaton, Yorkshire. I suppose that John was the grandson, or great grandson of Alexander.”

Ronald Jessop, in his book about James Douglas, “Man of Many Talents” wrote:

“The family was to be well recorded by later genealogists from information given largely, it would seem, by two particularly successful members. It was of the Morton branch of the distinguished Douglas house that Alexander, the first ancestor to settle in England, came in 1603 to Yorkshire as a supporter of James I on his accession to the crown of England. There followed his son Alexander, a Royalist of the Civil War, Thomas, a barrister-at-law in the reign of Charles II, whose fourth son John was to become in 1753 the father of our James.”

It is clear from the extracts from above from the Calendars of State Papers Domestic that amongst the courtiers were Sir James and Sir George Douglas. In 1609, they were given jointly (1.1.5), a grant of 2000l. It would be reasonable to suppose that they might have been brothers. Another Douglas, Alexander was also present (1.1.1), and held the office of Keeper of the Council Chamber, until he went back to Scotland and was replaced by William Say (1.1.2) in 1605. If the George Douglas who wrote in 1640 to Roger Mowatt (1.2.2) was Sir George, Alexander was the brother of both George and James. Perhaps his departure from the court in 1605 cost him the knighthood that fell to James and George.

So who might James and George Douglas have been? There is a large book in the library of The Society of Genealogists in London about the Morton Douglases. From it, I took details of a tree contained in it entitled “Douglas of Drumlanrig and Morton”. It mentions one James Douglas, Laird of Drumlanrig., Hawick, &c., who succeeded his grandfather 27 December 1578, created knight 15 May 1590. The tree shows that this James had three sons, William, (Laird of Drumlanrig. Created Lord Douglas of Hawick and Tibberis, 1 April 1628, Viscount of Drumlanrig, Earl of Queensbury, &c. Entertained King James I. in 1617, at Drumlanrig), and James and George.

If James and George were indeed the second and third sons of Sir James Douglas, and if Alexander, as would appear from 1.2.2 was their brother, we do appear to have found our Alexander, link with the Morton Douglases. It is logical that William, eldest son and heir would have stayed to mind the family pile whilst the younger sons sought their fortune in the King’s Court. The tree includes Isabella Stewart Daughter of King Robert II; also William Douglas, 1st Earl of Douglas and Mar, Lord of Douglas, Co. Lanark. Second son of Sir Archibald Douglas, Regent of Scotland (and grandson of Sir William, Lord of Douglas, called "le Hardi." Died at his Castle of Douglas in May 1384. He was a great-great-grandson of Sir Archibald of Douglas, son and heir of William Douglas, Co. Lanark. 1177. There is, if I remember correctly, a link from this tree to Black Douglas, of Robert the Bruce fame.

Most of this remains pure speculation, but some facts have emerged. There was certainly an Alexander Douglas in the retinue of James I and the King did indeed give lands to Douglases within his retinue. The originals of some of the documents mentioned in the Calendars may well give more background information and I will get back to the PRO to see if I can take a look at them. It would also be interesting to take a look at Burke’s Peerage to see if there is any information there regarding Lord George, (1.3.1), who was presumably the brother in later life of James and our Alexander.

