11th May 2006 – John and Chris to TNA, Kew:

John and I went to Kew with the objective of discovering whatever we could about Alexander Douglas who came down from Scotland with James I and also his son Alexander of Townend Hall, Reeth.

Plans included checking:

1. Records relating to Royalist Lands forfeited during and after the Civil War. C54, IND 1/17353, IND 1/17354, E 164/60 and IND 1/17349.

2. Civil War records contained in the Calendar of the Committee for Compounding with Delinquents (which levied fines on royalists), and the Calendar for of the Committee for the Advance of Money.

3. Patent Rolls for Denization records. The Calendars of State Papers indicated that George and James Douglas were denizised (nationalized?), they being hairy Scots in need of conversion to proper upright Englishmen, and it was thought that Alexander may have been through the same process.

4. Patent Rolls C66, for grants of positions, land or commissions made by the Crown for any evidence that Alexander was indeed granted lands at Reeth by the King.

5. Taxation records E179.

This was over ambitious as it took all day to look at the Patent Rolls C66. The indexes threw up grants made to a number of Douglases including Alexander, George, James and Robert. We managed to obtain copies of the relevant parts of the indexes and then ordered the original documents. These comprised very long rolls of parchment written beautifully in a style that we struggled to read, some in English and some in Latin. Finding the entries in the rolls was time consuming, and we had them copied in the hope that we might find someone capable of reading them in due course. Some entries were short, but others much longer extending to 3 or even 4 A3 pages.

The one relating to Alexander appeared to be in respect of the grant to him of a position in Court in May 1603. It was reasonably long and, who knows, may contain useful information about him, once it has been deciphered. The copies will be sent to me on a CD and I should then be able to post them to the site. If not, I could burn copies for anyone that wants them and of course send John a set of hard copies.

We had a quick look also at records relating to confiscated royalist lands. Not all were available and we saw only E 164/60 and IND 1/17349. We saw no entries relating to any Douglases, but it would make sense to look again and check other sets of related papers.

