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1. A HISTORY OF THE DOUGLAS FAMILY OF MORTON IN NITHSDALE (DUMFRIESSHIRE) AND FINGLAND (KIRKCUDBRIGHTSHIRE) & THEIR DESCENDANTS BY PERCY ADAMS

I wasted an hour or so working from the Index in this book trying to establish whether any of the many Alexander Douglases mentioned there might be ours. I didn’t recognise any as being ours and decided to get this very large and time consuming book through my local library, and read it when I could devote more time to it.

2. BURKE’S LANDED GENTRY VOLS 1 & 2 1852

I got this out to search for Knights of the Realm including the brothers William, James and George Douglas and also Francis Willes. I found no mention of the Douglases but did find useful information about the Willes family including Mary Willes, mother of Mary Johnson, first wife of Richard W. G. Douglas. This added about 6 generations to my records and provided information about the connection of the Willes family with the Walker family including Sir William Walker, Mayor of Oxford. Someone may one day join the group who shares my interest in the Willes family! For now though, there would seem to be little point in posting the information to the site.

3. OFFICERS AND REGIMENTS OF THE ROYALIST ARMY BY STUART REID

This is useful as, in addition to names of individuals, it provides outline information about their regiments and, in particular where they were recruited from and the part they played in the war. I am pretty certain that it contains references to our Alexander.

Page 21:

Sir William Blakiston’s Horse.

Raised 1642 or early 1643, fought at Marston Moor and subsequent battles with Northern Horse
.

Captains:

	_______ Douglas
	ment.         I.O
	(Scotland?)


Lieutenants:

	Michael Kirk
	                   I.O            York
	Douglas’s Troop


Quartermasters:

	Christopher Garbutt
	                   I.O            York
	Douglas’s Troop


Page 51:

Sir Jordan Crosland’s Horse.

Raised in Yorkshire 1643, garrison of Helmsley Castle until 1644, then joined Scarborough garrison before ending up in Newark garrison.

Captains:

	Captain Douglas
	ment.         I.O
	(Scots?)


Quartermasters:

	Thomas Law
	                   I.O       Westmorland
	Douglas’s Troop


Page 131:

Sir Philip Musgrave’s Horse.

Raised in Cumberland and Westmoreland 1648. Took part in siege of Lancaster Castle, Cockemouth Castle and surrendered at Appleby
.

[No Douglas listed.]

Page 108:

Sir Marmaduke Langdale’s Horse.

Langdale raised two regiments of Horse, the first in Yorkshire late 1642 or early 1643, fighting at Hull, Corbridge, Boldon Hill, Hylton, Piercebridge, defence of York, Marston Moor, Melton Mowbray, Pontefract, Leicester, Naseby, Rowton Heath and at Sherburn in Elmet. The second regiment was raised in Edinburgh and Northumberland in 1648 and fought at Preston.

[No Douglas listed]

4. THE ARMY LISTS OF ROUNDHEADS AND CAVALIERS 1642 BY EDWARD PEACOCK

Copy of a list of all the Cavaliers of his Majesty’s Marching Army, with the number of Captaines in each several Regiment, and every regiment containing about a thousand soldiers.

King’s Section:

Page 11:

2 Regiment

Captaine Douglas.

Parliament’s Section:

Under a list of the Troops of Horse, under the command of William Earle of Bedford: Each Troop consisting of 60 horse; besides Trumpeters, 3 Corporalls, a Sadler, and a Farrier.

Page 48:

Major Alex. Douglas

Troop 38

C. Alex Douglas

5. FOR GOD & THE NORTH BY MIKE LAWSON

‘For God & the North’ represents a concise history of Royalist and Roundhead activity in the north of England together with details of more than twenty regiments and five hundred personnel who fought in the great conflict between King and Parliament in the years 1642 – 1651. The following is an extract from the book relating to the Preston Campaign with copy sketch map attached:

THE PRESTON CAMPAIGN

The King, a prisoner in Carrisbrooke Castle, plans for a Second Civil War. On the 28th April 1648, Sir Marmaduke Langdale seizes Berwick for the King and on the following day his colleague Sir Phillip Musgrave
 occupies Carlisle. Thus Charles secures two principle route towns between England and Scotland. Meanwhile the Duke of Hamilton is trying to raise an army in Scotland in order to come to the King’s aid.

In Pembroke a combined force of Royalists and Redundant Roundheads take possession of the Castle, Lord Goring’s father, the Earl of Norwich, together with Sir Charles Lucas, make a determined stand at Colchester, holding the town for many months against the New Model Army.

Thus the stage is set for Hamilton to march into England. Unfortunately his army was a largely undisciplined rabble who when they did eventually cross the border on the 8th July, advanced so slowly and created as much havoc with the local population that they did the King’s cause no good whatsoever. Plundering and violence passed all bounds, countryfolk fleeing from the path of the Scottish Raiders, who burned, pillaged and raped at will.

However, retribution was near to hand for the undisciplined Scots, when on the 17th August, Cromwell’s Ironsides, ably supported by Ralph Assheton’s Lancashiremen, literally broke the Scottish Army in two at Preston and progressively mopped up all pockets of resistance. But let Cromwell describe the action for you himself: - (Extract from his letter to William Lenthall, Speaker of the House of Commons, dated Warrington 20th August 1648).

“It was thought that to engage the enemy to fight was our business, and the reason aforesaid giving us hopes that our marching on the north side of the Ribble would effect it, it was resolved that we should march over the Bridge; which accordingly we did; and that night quartered the whole army in the field by Stonihurst Hall being Mr Sherburn’s house, a place nine miles distant from Preston. Very early the next morning we marched towards Preston: having intelligence that the enemy was drawing together thereabouts from all his out-quarters”.

Just before dawn on Thursday 17th August 1648, a troop of Ironsides out patrolling Longridge Fell came across a group of Roman Catholics celebrating Mass in the tiny Chapel of St Chad near to Kemple End. Storming into the building the fanatical Roundheads seized the presiding priest, one Father Holden, and promptly, beheaded the unfortunate man on the altar steps in front of his assembled congregation.

Corroboration of this story can be obtained by visiting the church of St Robert-in-the-Forest at Catforth, near Preston, where the martyred priest’s head and bloodstained vestments have been preserved for posterity.

However to continue with Oliver’s narrative, “There being a lane, very deep and ill, up to the enemy’s Army, and leading to the town, we commanded two regiments of horse, the first whereof was Colonel Harrison’s and next was my own to charge up the lane; and on either side of them advanced the ‘Main Battle’, - which were Lieut. Colonel Reads, Colonel Dean’s and Colonel Pride’s on the right, Colonel Brights’ and my Lord General’s (Fairfax) on the left, and Colonel Assheton with the Lancashire Regiments in reserve”.

What Oliver took to be the main army of the Duke was in fact Sir Marmaduke Langdale’s Royalist Northern Horse, covering Hamilton’s Flank, being positioned on Ribbleton Moor some two miles from Preston Town Centre. Although heavily outnumbered by some of Cromwell’s finest troops Langdale’s men put up stout resistance for several hours. No doubt hoping that the Duke would send up re-enforcement’s. However, such was not to be and after four hours of bitter fighting Cromwell forced his way through into the town. That Langdale’s men put up a good fight is evident by Cromwell’s praise for his own men: “There came no bands of your foot to fight that day but did it with incredible valour and resolution; among which Colonel Bright’s my Lord General’s, Lieutenant Colonel Reid’s and Colonel Assheton’s had the greatest work, they often coming to push of pike and to close firing, and always making the enemy to recoil. And indeed I must needs say, God was as much seen in the valour of the officer’s and soldiers of these times before mentioned as in any action that hath been performed; the enemy making, though he were still worsted, very stiff and sturdy resistance.”

Langdale, a professional soldier extricating himself from the carnage of Ribbleton Moor, escaped to the continent where he served with the Venetian Army against the Turks. Returning to England he died at Holme-on-Spalding, on the 5th August 1661 aged 62. A number of Langdale’s Officers (who may have fought at Preston) are listed in Indigent Officers, London 1663 including Ralph Constable, Major of Horse, Robert Squire, Captains of Foot and William Harrison, Quarter Master of Dragoons, all Yorkshiremen.

It is common knowledge that Cromwell’s troops pursued the retreating Scots along the Wigan-Warrington Road, where in a natural defile near to Winwick Church the Scots made a desperate but futile last stand over a thousand being killed.

In his letter to Parliament Cromwell makes reference to the death of one of his officers engaged in pursuing Hamilton’s Scots along the Wigan Road. “Colonel Thornhaugh, pressing too boldly, was slain, being run into the body and thigh and head by the enemy’s lancers, and give me leave to say, he was a man as faithful and gallant in your service as any, and one who has often here to fore lost blood in your quarrel and now his last. He hath left some behind him to inherit his fathers honour, and a sad widow; both now the interest of the Commonwealth”.

Before closing this brief account of the Battle of Preston I would mention an interesting discovery having possible connections with the battle. This took place in the middle of the last century, when workmen renovating an old cottage in Ribbleton Moor area, discovered a hoard, nearly one thousand, six hundred pounds in gold and silver coins hidden away among the roof timbers. In view of the fact that the majority of the coins had been minted during the reign of Charles I, and none after, one cannot help but wonder who put them there. Could it have been a fugitive Royalist fleeing from the stricken field? Whoever it was does not appear to have survived long enough to have reclaimed their property.

ROYALIST PRISONERS TAKEN AFTER PRESTON

Letter dated:
Appleby 9th October 1648
Details of Ordnance, Armes, Ammunition, Horse and Royalist Officers surrendered to Parliament following Cromwell’s victory at Preston, August 17/19, 1648. The following list being taken from Colonel General Assheton’s letter to Speaker Lenthall as quoted on pages 275/6 of ‘Ormerods’ – Tracts Relating to Military proceedings in Lancashire during the Great Civil War. Vol. II Chetham Society (O.S.) Lancs P.R.O.

[List does not include Douglas]

6. THE BARONAGE OF SCOTLAND…. 1798 BY ROBERT DOUGLAS (1813 2ND EDITION)

This book comes in two parts, each part being considerably larger than A4 size and some two inches thick. The two parts are very beautiful and only accessible by request from the storeroom and under supervision of a member of staff. I imagine they are very valuable. They contain a great deal of information about the Douglases of Douglas and also Morton. I looked at them somewhat late in the day and decided it would be necessary to come back and dedicate a whole day to taking extracts from them. The information is fascinating and easy to read and contains very detailed descriptions of the sort of people our ancestors were, including their characters and even physiques, with graphic accounts of important events and stories relating to them. My Mother has for years maintained that on of our Douglas ancestors was responsible for arranging Mary Queen of Scots escape from Lochlevin Castle. This story is confirmed in the book although in skimming through the pages, I did not see anything about the theory that Mary had a child by one of her Douglas custodians whilst they held her. The pages are too large to photocopy and I am sure I would have been given short shrift had I asked whether I might try to do so. I have now been told I may photograph the relevant pages with a digital camera and will do so next time I go there.

What is a little confusing though is that the book follows the titles and not necessarily the families. Whilst some of our Douglas ancestors were Earls of Morton, many were not. For the pedigrees, Percy Adams book will be useful but for general information about our ancestors, this book is fantastic.

I did see though that Sir William Douglas of Drumlanrig (1582-1640), 7th Earl of Morton, older brother of James and George and, I believe, our Alexander, was a gentleman of the bed chamber to King James I. The fact that he was one of James’s courtiers lends weight to my guess that the James and George who were mentioned in the Calendar of court documents were his younger brother. The fact that one of them then refers in a letter to a third party to “my brother Alexander”, whilst not conclusive, is good enough evidence for me to accept that we are descended from the Morton Douglases and that our Alexander was Sir William’s younger brother.

Until now, I have taken a passing interest only in the Morton Douglases, as I had not seen sufficient evidence to feel satisfied that they really were my ancestors. I am now keen to find out much more about them and feel justified in adding them into my database as ancestors. Between this book and that of Percy Adams, there is certainly a vast amount of information. Perhaps one of us should write to Drumlanrig as there must be a reasonable chance that they hold a collection of family papers and pedigrees etc. or that, like the Willes family papers, they have been placed in a repository somewhere for safe keeping.

7. OBSERVATIONS RELATING TO ALEXANDER DOUGLAS’S INVOLVEMENT IN THE CIVIL WAR

7.1
Beryl Turner’s notes about Alexander read as follows:

“During the Civil War in 1648, he raised and equipped a body of horsemen for the King's service, joining forces with Sir Marmaduke Langdale and Sir Philip Musgrave. He was taken prisoner near Preston by Cromwell's army but escaped and hid in a wood still known as Douglas Wood. Langdale fled to Flanders.”

Beryl’s notes differ in a number of respects from the information contained in Burke’s Commoners, which reads as follows:

“During the civil wars, he raised and equipped a body of horsemen for the king's service, chiefly from among his own tenantry, and at his own expense. On his route to join the royal forces, with this troop of which he was captain, he was intercepted and taken prisoner by a detachment of Cromwell's army. He escaped, however, and was secreted for a long time in a cave in a neighbouring wood, where he was sustained by a faithful servant. From this circumstance it acquired the name of "Douglas Wood," which it still bears. Tradition says there was a passage to the cave from the opposite side, under the river.”

7.2
It would seem that Beryl’s notes form an almost perfect fit with the notion that Alexander’ s adventure took place at the Battle of Ribbleton Moor for the following reasons:

	“During the Civil War in 1648”.
	The Battle of Ribbleton Moor took place on the 17th August 1648

	“he raised and equipped a body of horsemen for the King’s service”
	The listings in “Officers And Regiments Of The Royalist Army” By Stuart Reid describe some of those serving with Alexander as being “Douglas’s Troop”. They appear largely to be from Yorkshire, as was Alexander.

	“joining forces with Sir Marmaduke Langdale and Sir Philip Musgrave”
	The Preston Campaign, of which the Battle of Ribbleton Moor was a part, was begun on the 28th April 1648, when Sir Marmaduke Langdale seized Berwick and Sir Philip Musgrave the following day occupied Carlisle.

	“He was taken prisoner near Preston”
	The Battle took place about 2 miles from Preston.


7.3
Whilst the extract from Burke’s differs in some respects from Beryl’s notes, they say “He escaped, however, and was secreted for a long time in a cave in a neighbouring wood”. The sketch plan of the Battle of Ribbleton Moor in “For God & The North” by Mike Lawson shows a “CAVES BROOK” near the battlefield.

7.4
Alexander is shown in the lists of two units, Sir William Blakiston’s Horse and Sir Jordan Crosland’s Horse. Both operated in the North and one of them at least was raised in Yorkshire. Alexander would appear to have joined up quite early in the War (1642/3) and it might not have been surprising that he and perhaps his troop should move from one unit to the other. By the time of the Battle of Ribbleton Moor in 1648, Alexander would have been a veteran of some 5 years standing.

7.5
As the records found tie in so perfectly with Beryl’s’ notes, I am convinced they relate to our Alexander II of Reeth.

� Sir Marmaduke Langdale’s Regiment.


� Appleby was where Colonel General Assheton wrote from after the Battle for Preston. Presumably therefore, this Sir Philip Musgrave’s Horse was involved in the Preston Campaign.


� Sir Phillip Musgrave is mentioned in Beryl Turner’s notes regarding Alexander Douglas along with Sir Marmaduke Langdale.
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