Douglas DNA – results so far. (Dec 06 update)
The following analysis of our results relies heavily on the ftDNATIP calculations and on information from members.  It is not a professional analysis and I apologize if any of it turns out to be erroneous or misleading. Please confirm the analysis yourself. I hope my notes lead to discussion of the ideas so we can develop the analysis further.
Haplogroup C3 

The one member of this group is clearly not related to any other members so far.


Haplogroup E3a

The one member of this group is not related any other members. This member is African American and he thinks he may have acquired the Douglas name from a slave owner-without a biological relationship. This Haplogroup is typically African rather than Viking or European, supporting his idea. 
Haplogroup E3b

The longest line in this group is traced to Alexander Douglas who went to England from Scotland in the entourage of King James the 6th and first, in 1603.  Another cousin of this family is currently testing. This will test the DNA signature of this family back to the first of this line in Australia, Richard Douglas b 1798.  Burke says that this family is “of the Morton line of Douglases”. But so far this does not seem to be true, as evidenced by the DNA results to date. 
We expect there a number of families related to the Alexander (1603) line (through Insley Douglas) in New Jersey and New York and we are hoping to find them through DNA testing. If we can find such descendants we may be able to test our DNA signature further back towards Alexander.

The other member of this group is not likely to be related to the Alexander line, with less than 1% chance of a common ancestor in 24 generations!

Haplogroup 1
Only one member in this group has been predicted as group I by ftDNA. This member does not appear to be closely related to the other I/I1a members.
Haplogroup I1a
This group includes two members who are descended from James b1710 York ME. Some members of this group also have close matches with a family of Gordons and it seems likely that they have a common ancestor relatively recently. There is a discussion group for this connection at: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/douglasgordonDNA/
Also in this group is kit 50920 whose family oral history has them descended from the Black Douglases and also possibly related to the Hamilton family. Our project so far has not been able to shed any light on this possibility, and we need more testers, especially from the modern Douglas-Hamilton family. One of our new members  (kit 73364) believes he is descended from the Angus line (which includes the Hamilton-Douglases), so his results will be interesting in this context.

There is a high chance of a common ancestor between kit 50920 and kit 6675 as recently as 4 generations ago.

Some have been predicted by ftDNA as group I and others are predicted as I1a. Deep clade testing would further differentiate this group.
Haplogroup R1a
This group includes 2 descendants of Willem de Duglis (1174) through the Earls of Queensberry (kit numbers 42981 and 66715).  These men are 5th cousins, and thus the Queensberry DNA signature is proven back to about 1700.

Another member of this group (kit 22973) has a very high probability of a common ancestor in the Queensberry line 12-24 generations ago. The link has not yet been found, but has not occurred after 1700.  Thus this DNA signature appears to have been in the Douglas family before 1700.
Kit N29721 is also a perfect match on 12 markers with the Queensberry line and has requested more markers to narrow the estimate of the time to the common ancestor. 

Kit 74033 has a different surname and so the match here may not have much significance. Further testing or more genealogical information is required to make sense of this.
Haplogroup R1b
This is the largest group in our project, and also the largest haplogroup in western Europe. It has been divided into subgroups, R1b1, and R1B1c. Deep clade testing may change the designation of individuals within this group.
Kit 74868 has a perfect 12 marker match with 58480, but in this group 12 markers are not enough to be sure of the match. Unless there is already a known relationship I would think that more markers are needed to narrow the time to the common ancestor. Can some-one let me know whether there is a known relationship between these two?

Kit 66714 is the McKenzie-Douglas descendant. He has no close matches among our members, but his results will be useful for members to exclude this line from their research, or for any future McKenzie-Douglases who come along.

This group also includes the Glendinning (Clendaniel) family and the Drysdales. Both of these families are said to be related to the Douglases, but have not had any close matches among our members to date.

R1B1c is the subgroup which includes a descendant of Willem de Duglis (1174) through the Earls of Morton (test kit number 56801).   His two initially-significant matches, kit 65998 and kit 47410 who were thought to have a good chance of a common ancestor have been shown to be unrelated to him with further testing. 
We need another Morton descendant to prove the Morton DNA signature as far back as possible. If we could find a 5th cousin or an even more distantly related cousin for this line we would be very keen to have him tested. 

None of the other members of this haplogroup are likely to have a common ancestor through the Morton line within 24 generations, and we need more test subjects to further understand this group.

Other Tests pending

We have 37 members, with 5 kits awaiting their first results.  One is a cousin to the Alexander of Reith line, and one believes his family is descended from the Red/Angus/Hamilton line.
We need more tests from both Old Douglas lines and modern families. Each new test adds interest and information to the project at this stage and we are finding more opportunities for matches and furthering our Douglas family knowledge. At the very least we are finding lines to exclude from our family research.
The future
We NEED more of the old line Douglases to do the test. We should expect to pay for these tests as we find people willing to do them- because we all need them to clarify our own positions. They may have an interest in determining whether Willem was a Viking, and whether he is the son of Theobald the Flemming, but this is a less pressing interest than our genealogical interests.
If anyone has any ideas as to how we can attract the interest of the old Douglas lines then please let us know through the discussion group. Is there a marketing person out there?

Beryl Turner (a co-ordinator of the Douglas DNA group)

