
The Hercules Pillars Inn, 

Hyde Park Corner 

 

This article is made up of a series of screen captures from the Douglas DNA discussion 

group. It was prepared by John Bridger in 2009 and was in danger of being lost when the 

group closed all hosting of documents and photographs. 

John Douglas, 'an innkeeper in Hyde Park Road, London', of St. George's Square, 

Middlesex, was "Recorded in Burke's commoners as having lived in the parish of St. 

George's Hanover Square, and John Warburton, Somerset Herald recognised him in 1754 

as a "gentleman".   

He was a descendant of Alexander Douglas, 1585 - 1661, a cadet in the service of King 

James 6th of Scotland. He was the first of the family to settle in England. Descended from 

the Morton line of Douglas. Came in the retinue of James 6th/1st in 1603 on his accession to 

the English throne. The King granted possession of land near Reath in Yorkshire. 

Where Apsley House now stands, if we may accept the statement of Charles Knight, was the 

tavern called the "Hercules' Pillars," "the same at which the redoubted Squire Western, with 

his clerical satellite, is represented as taking up his abode on his arrival in London, and 

conveying the fair Sophia." The sign of the "Hercules' Pillars" was given to the tavern 

probably as marking, at that time, the extreme "west-end" of London. Its name is recorded 

by Wycherley, in his Plain Dealer, and is said to have been a haunt of the Marquis of 

Granby, and of other members of the titled classes. The character of the house in Fielding's 

time may be gathered from the following quotation from "Tom Jones," touching Squire 

Western's arrival in London:—"The squire sat down to regale himself over a bottle of wine, 

with his parson and the landlord of the 'Hercules' Pillars,' who, as the squire said, would 

make an excellent third man, and would inform them of the news of the town; for, to be sure, 

says he, he knows a good deal, since the horses of many of 'the quality' stand at his door." 

Mr. J. H. Jesse tells us that the tavern in question stood between Apsley House and 

Hamilton Place, and that, on account of its situation, it was much frequented by gentlemen 

from the West of England. Wherever may have been the exact spot on which the house 

stood, it seems at best to have been a comfortable but low inn on the outskirts of the town, 

where gentlemen's horses and grooms were put up, and farmers and graziers resorted. 
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