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Picture of Henry in the care of John Douglas, 

Scotland 

 

 

Notes about Henry from Alice and Arthur’s notes on our family history. 

 

Henry’s family on Arthur’s tree 

http://www.irelandoldnews.com/  

Anglo-Celt 

Published in Cavan, county Cavan 

August 2, 1855 

MARRIED.  

On Thursday, the 14th inst., in the Methodist Chapel, in 

Coleraine, by the Rev. Mr. TOBIAS, Henry DOUGLAS, 

Esq., Merchant, of this town, to Rebecca Frances 
M'Ilwaine of Coleraine.  

 

 Henry Douglas, son of Rev. William Douglas & Mary Douglas (née Atkin)  
         By Jennifer Douglas 

Henry Douglas was born about 1818, his father, William, was 47 and his mother, Mary, was 35. He married 

Rebecca Francis McElwaine on August 16, 1855, in Londonderry,  Northern Ireland. Rebecca died 10 October 1858. 

He then married Frances Charlotte Davis and they had five children together. He died on August 15, 1889, in 

Dundalk, Louth, Ireland, at the age of 71.  

Henry was a merchant in the town of Cavan for a number of years 

before moving to Drogheda with his family. He lived at number 1 

Main Street, Cavan. 

 

 

http://www.irelandoldnews.com/
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Rebecca Frances Douglas née McIlwaine was 

the daughter of Frances McIlwaine of 

Coleraine, Londonderry. More about her 

family is included at the end of this chapter 

about Henry Douglas. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Cavan Observer – 16 October 1858 

 

Cavan Observer – 18 December 1858 

http://www.irelandoldnews.com/  

Cavan Observer 

Published in Cavan, county Cavan  

May 2, 1863 

LARCENY 

Mr. Henry DOUGLAS charged Jane 

MURPHY, of Drumcalpin, with stealing 

from his shop a bag, his property. Mr. 

Douglas observed that many robberies had 

been committed about his place of late, 

and in order to put a stop to it he instituted 

the present proceedings. 

William FOSTER, a shop-boy of Mr. 

Douglas's proved that he placed a slip of 

paper on the bag, and put it under the 

counter. William FORSYTHE, a boy 

belonging to the same establishment, 

proved to having seen the prisoner take 

the bag from under the counter, and to 

finding it in her possession.....The prisoner 

pleaded guilty, and said she would prefer 

their worships to try the case. 

Mr. Douglas hoped the Court would deal 

leniently with the prisoner. His object was 

to deter others from a similar practice.... 

Mr. Thompson--You may thank Mr. 

Douglas for the Court considering your 

case in a lenient light. We could send you 

to gaol for six months, but in consequence 

of his interceding for you we will let you 

off with a month's imprisonment 

 

 

Main Street circa 1915 - From a postcard published by Lawrence, Dublin 

http://www.irelandoldnews.com/
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Henry married Frances Charlotte Davis on 

14 June 1858. Frances was from a large 

family based in Drogheda, her parents 

being Drapers. Some years later, Henry’s 

nephew, William Magee Douglas, would 

work at their store in Drogheda! Frances’ 

parents were Anna Davis and James Davis. 

They were cousins who married 13 January 

1825. The Davis family’s Irish roots are 

from Hillsborough, Down, N Ireland. The 

earliest ancestor I have found for the 

family is John Davis born about 1720. He 

died January 1797 and was a Hatter. More 

about the family will be found at the end 

of this chapter on Henry. 

Frances’ family was Methodist and she and 

James married in the family church in 

Drogheda. 

In March 1860 we find in the newspapers 

that Henry is moving (the article we have 

says Belfast, but they moved to Drogheda) 

and selling up his business in Cavan. There 

seems to have been some delay in them 

moving as we still see the family in the town of Cavan for at least 

another 10 years (their children are born there etc.). In 1877 we 

see a W H Nesbitt is moving his business into 1 Main Street, 

Cavan. From this time we start to see Henry’s name in the 

Drogheda and Dromore areas.  

 

 

Picture of Henry and Francis in the care of John Douglas 

 

 

Belfast Morning News – 22 June 1865 

 

Drogheda Methodist Church, early 20th 

centrury. 
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The Evening Freeman – 29 November 1869 

 

 

Here we see Henry purchasing a dog license while living in Cavan, 1866 

 

Belfast Morning News – 15 March 1860 

http://www.irelandoldnews.com/Cavan

/1877/MAR.html 

Cavan Weekly News -Published in 

Cavan, county Cavan ; March 2, 1877 

NOTICE OF REMOVAL. 

W. H. NESBITT Begs to inform the Gentry and 

Inhabitants of Cavan and surrounding 

neighbourhood, that he has REMOVED HIS 

BUSINESS from No. 78. to No. 1. MAIN STREET, 

CAVAN, Formerly occupied by Messrs. H. 

DOUGLAS and Co., Where he intends carrying on 

THE FAMILY GROCERY TRADE, In all its branches. By 

strict attention and moderate charges, he hopes 

to merit a share of their patronage. 

 
 

Freeman’s Journal – 23 July 1878 

Here we see that Henry is now a part of the Drogheda community 

and a merchant. 

 

Here we see Harry Douglas purchasing a Dog License in 1877. He is living on 

William Street, Drogheda. 

http://www.irelandoldnews.com/Cavan/1877/MAR.html
http://www.irelandoldnews.com/Cavan/1877/MAR.html
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The Inscription on the gravestone in St. Nicholas 

(Church of Ireland) graveyard, Dundalk, is as follows: 

"In/ loving remembrance/ of/ Henry Douglas/ 

died 15th August 1889/ Alice Helena (Ellie) died 

4th January 1887/ Mary Edith/ died 29th June 

1870/ Buried in Kilmore/ Co. Cavan" 
HG Tempest, "Tombstone Inscriptions in St. Nicholas' 

Churchyard", Dundalk 1944 (Typescript) 

Alice and Arthur’s notes about Henry and 

family indicate that he faced financial ruin 

(‘was very badly off’) after a Lord that he 

was working for died. I have not been able 

to determine who this Lord was, but we 

find in that in January 1879, he is 

auctioning off his household effects. After 

this the family is found living in Dundalk, 

Louth where he died. 

 

  

 

Alice and Arthur’s notes also indicate Henry 

and Frances’ daughters Annie and Lottie would sometimes entertain a Captain Baden-Powell. In 2012 I was in 

contact with a Colin Walker, a researcher into Lord Baden-Powell and the Scouts that he formed. I was in touch 

with him as I was researching my Sheasby family, and I found that 3 members of that family fought at Mafeking, 

South Africa, during the Anglo Boer War (1900). It is here that Lord Baden -Powell led the British to victory. I found 

it interesting to know that 2 generations later, 2 members from each of these families, that knew Baden-Powell in 

very different circumstances, were married: Wm Desmond Douglas and Enid Sheasby!  Colin Walker was able to 

confirm when Captain Baden-Powell was in Dundalk: “Your comments re your family story re Baden-Powell at 

Dundalk lunching with your family. The comment you make, "...interesting how history weaves itself around us" . - is 

probably truer (with regard to B-P) than you might think. Among the several 'nurdy' things that I do is to transcribe the 

daily diaries of Baden-Powell and to do this I have travelled to where they are now kept in the Scout Archives in 

Dallas Texas. (It would take too long to explain why they are there.) From 1900 B-P kept a daily diary- but before that 

he made journals of his expeditions etc. illustrated often by beauitiful water colours. I have also transcribed these 

journals and photographed the water colours.  So, I can confirm exactly when Baden-Powell was stationed at 

Dundalk, in the summer of 1895.” 
 

 

 

 

Belfast Newsletter – 17 August 1889with Baden 

- 
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Anna Maud in her garden at Abingdon, her 

and Charles James’ home in Oxfordshire. This 

is from a collection of pictures in Mavis’s care. 

 

Henry and Frances Charlotte Douglas had the following children: 

1. Anna Maud Douglas was born on March 29, 1866, in 

Cavan, Cavan, Ireland. She married Charles James 

Douglas on June 5, 1912, in Clontarf, Dublin, Ireland. She 

died on January 4, 1948, in Oxford, Oxfordshire, at the 

age of 81. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anna and Charles outside their Abingdon home. 
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2. Henry Atkin Douglas was born on April 7, 1867, in 
Cavan, Cavan, Ireland. Henry was first a Clerk before 
joining the First Dragoons on October 2, 1883, when 
he was 16 years old.    His service record showed he 
left the army in 1890 with seven years' service and five 
in reserve, ending his commitment to reserve service 
in 1895.   
 
In his records he is described as:  

Height: 72 1/4 inches * Weight: 158 lbs * Chest: 
34 1/4 inches * Eyes: Brown * Hair: Brown * 
Complexion: Fallow * Religion: Wesleyan 
 

In the 1910 USA census, we find Henry (Harry A 
Douglas) living in Buffalo Ward 6, Erie, New York. He is 
single and listed as a Boarder. His occupation listed is 
Yard Conductor working for the Railroad. He died on 
November 4, 1911, in Buffalo, New York, at the age of 
44. Henry was working as a Railway Switchman and 
died as a result of a railway accident.  
 

 

Copy of picture in the care of John Douglas, Scotland. 
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H A Douglas, Frances C , mother – 1
st

 line 

 

Insurance settlement paid to Mrs Frances C Douglas, Dundalk. 

Journal of the Switchmen's Union, Volume 14 

By Switchmen's Union of North America 
http://books.google.com/books?id=tDMlAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA207&lpg=PA207&dq=%22Frances+C++douglas%22+++OR+%22dougals,+Frances+C+%22+,+dundalk&source=bl&ots=7sQOpJ34PT&sig=dtcAvw-
1LpP6sll3DHNoiEz07_4&hl=en&sa=X&ei=5k3dT6WmIfCv6gHb_8S-Cw&sqi=2&ved=0CCYQ6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q=douglas&f=false 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Henry A Douglas, 2
nd

 from the bottom. 

http://books.google.com/books?id=tDMlAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA207&lpg=PA207&dq=%22Frances+C++douglas%22+++OR+%22dougals,+Frances+C+%22+,+dundalk&source=bl&ots=7sQOpJ34PT&sig=dtcAvw-1LpP6sll3DHNoiEz07_4&hl=en&sa=X&ei=5k3dT6WmIfCv6gHb_8S-Cw&sqi=2&ved=0CCYQ6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q=douglas&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=tDMlAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA207&lpg=PA207&dq=%22Frances+C++douglas%22+++OR+%22dougals,+Frances+C+%22+,+dundalk&source=bl&ots=7sQOpJ34PT&sig=dtcAvw-1LpP6sll3DHNoiEz07_4&hl=en&sa=X&ei=5k3dT6WmIfCv6gHb_8S-Cw&sqi=2&ved=0CCYQ6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q=douglas&f=false
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Seated in the back (L to R)  is William Donald Douglas, Charles James 

Douglas, Frances Charlotte Douglas, Albert Edward Douglas. Anna 

Maud is seated on the ground. 

 

3.  Mary Edith Douglas was born 

on January 18, 1869, in Cavan, 

Cavan, Ireland . She died as a child 

on June 29, 1870, in Cavan, Cavan, 

Ireland. Mary Edith is buried at 

Kilmore Cathedral, Cavan – the same 

place that William Henry and Eliza 

Douglas are buried.  We have record 

of William Magee Douglas looking 

for her grave as Aunt Fanny had 

given permission for her plot to be 

used for his mother. The inscription 

for Henry Douglas (above) mentions 

her as well. 

 

 

 

4. Frances Charlotte Douglas was born on May 27, 1870, in Cavan, Cavan, Ireland. 

She died in December 1956 in Oxford, Oxfordshire, at the age of 86 and did not 

marry. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

5. Alice Helena (Ellie) Douglas was born on February 13, 1873, in Cavan, Cavan, Ireland. She died as a teenager (13 

years old) on January 4, 1887, in Dundalk, Louth, Ireland. She is buried Buried at St Nicholas' graveyard, Dundalk, 

Louth, Ireland with her father. 

 

 

 

I believe that this is 

Frances. I got her picture 

from a family gathering 

picture taken at Abingdon. 
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Henry’s will, located at PRONI in Belfast, N Ireland. 

 



  
Henry Douglas, 1818 – son of Rev. William Douglas and Mary Atkin       P a g e  | 12 

 

 
 

 

 

In our possession is an old bible that has been passed down to us through the generations. It was first Henry’s, was 

then given to his brother William Henry Douglas. Then passed onto William Magee Douglas, who passed it onto 

William Desmond Douglas. Desmond gave the bible to my father, William Roderick Douglas when he immigrated 

to the USA. 
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There are a number of pages in the bible that have this writing. Some are the words from hymns. 
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This is the Davis family tree that was put together by Richard Burleigh Davis  for Christmas 1909. It appears to have 

been shared extended family, as Dolores Carey was able to share this with me, via her son Dave Carey who lives in 

Victoria, Canada. 
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John Davis is the earliest Davis ancestor that I could find for the Davis family. Richard Davis is the father of James 

Davis, Joy Davis the father of Ann Davis. 
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This page for Frances and Henry Douglas is in the family tree document shown above. 



Henry Douglas, 1818 – son of Rev. William Douglas and Mary Atkin       P a g e  | 17 
 

  
  

 

 



  
Henry Douglas, 1818 – son of Rev. William Douglas and Mary Atkin       P a g e  | 18 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Drogheda Journal  - 15 January 1825 

 

Portrait of Ellen Carter Davis 

from her family. 
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A .  D AV I S  &  C O . ,  

Dress and Mantle Makers, Milliners, Merchant Tailors, Outfitters, Hatters, Ready-made 

Clothiers, House Furnishers, 6 and 7, West Street, Drogheda. 

  

  COMMERCIAL enterprise in this thriving centre of activity is well represented by the fine 

establishment conducted by Messrs. A. DAVIS & Co., Outfitters, Hatters, Ready-made Clothiers 

and Merchant Tailors &c., which firm combines one of the most prominent trading undertakings 

in Drogheda.  The name of Davis has for over 100 years been connected with the trade of this 

City.  The history of the firm takes us back to a period seventy years ago, when the business was 

established by the late Mrs. Davis under this title, the present representative of the family being 

Mr. Richard Burleigh Davis, who continues the trade under the style so long associated with the 

concern.  The premises occupied by the firm are situated at 6 and 7, West Street, and comprise a 

lofty and handsome building with noble plate-glass frontage, which is devoted to the display of a 

varied assortment of goods suitable for ladies' and gentlemen's dress; also house furnishing, 

carpets, and a great variety of general outfitting and ready-made tailoring; and offers for 

inspection a splendid display of goods in the various departments.  These include ready-made 

clothing of all descriptions for boys', youths', and men's wear; hats, scarfs, shirts, braces, hosiery, 

and umbrellas.  The firm also combine house furnishing, and they show in their large plate-glass 

windows wicker and bamboo work in all kinds of useful and ornamental household requisites; as 

also all the newest styles: gents' outfitting, Manchester goods, woollens, flannels, hosiery and 

gloves, umbrellas and walking sticks, travelling rugs and Gladstone bags, trunks and 

portmanteaus, and every description of outfitting for the traveller by sea or land.  Special 

attention is directed by Messrs. DAVIS to their bespoke tailoring department, in which they show 

a splendid selection of the best qualities of West of England coatings, vestings, and trouserings; 

Irish and Scotch Tweed suitings, Friezes, etc.; overcoatings, livery and hunting cloths, sound and 

durable of texture, and extensive in variety.  A first-class cutter is employed for this important 

branch of the trade, ensuring the most unqualified satisfaction in fit, style, and make of every 

garment supplied by the firm.  Between forty and fifty hands are employed in the business, and 

some eighty to a hundred workers, under the personal supervision of the principal, whose 

thoroughly practical knowledge of every branch of the trade is an ample guarantee for the 

highest efficiency in the management of this deservedly successful undertaking.  They are noted 

for the superiority of the cut and finish of their ladies' dresses, which is carried on under the 

scientific cutting now so popular, and their mantle and millinery departments also merit the 

public confidence which their extensive business proves they have secured. 

  

1892 
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This is what  the Davis  building looks like today (2012)
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http://www.independent.ie/regionals/droghedaindependent/l

ifestyle/methodist-church-was-erected-in-1811-

27169155.html 

Methodist Church was erected in 1811 

Comments 

15 August 2012 

THE FORMER Methodist Church on Laurence St., 

which was used for many years as part of the drapery 

business of Mr Charlie Wilde, was erected in the year 

1811, with the ceremony of laying the corner stone 

having been performed by the Rev. Adam Clarke, a 

native of the North of Ireland. 

The Corporation of Drogheda contributed £300 towards the 
expense of its erection, while the income of the church was 

maintained by the Wisdom legacy of £20 per annum, a rent of 

£8 11 shillings and 6 pennies paid by the Bank of Ireland, Pew 
rents, a trust fund collection and by voluntary contributions. 

The old church was a square two-storied building with pointed 
windows and originally the interior was arranged so that the 

ground floor was used for a Sunday school, while the second 

floor was used for worship. A gallery was formed at the south 
end by a rise in the floor and this incorporated the organ and the 

choir. 

Also connected to the church was a substantial library 

containing almost thirteen hundred volumes or books on its 

shelves and the subscription for the members of this library was 
two shillings and six pennies per annum. In 1884 the amount 

contributed for the support of the foreign missions was just over 

£45, along with £14 for the home missions, the clergyman in 
charge during this period was the Rev. Charles Inwood and he 

was succeeded in June of 1885 by the Rev. John W. Jones. 

A day school, which was under the supervision of the trustees 

of the church, opened in February 1883 and this proved so 

successful that the attendance increased from 38 pupils to 121 
by 1885; the children being of various denominations. 

Originally the Methodist church here had very elegant and 
handsome gates, along with beautiful ornamental iron railings 

that are, unfortunately and shamefully, no longer there; 

however, a stone tablet may still be seen in a pier at the entrance 
to the church on Laurence St. bearing the following inscription: 

"These gates are erected in loving memory of James and Anna 
Davis, late of 6 & 7 West-street, Drogheda, by their children, 

1880". 

 

 

 

 

The Methodist church 

As it is today (2012) 

 

 

http://www.independent.ie/regionals/droghedaindependent/lifestyle/methodist-church-was-erected-in-1811-27169155.html
http://www.independent.ie/regionals/droghedaindependent/lifestyle/methodist-church-was-erected-in-1811-27169155.html
http://www.independent.ie/regionals/droghedaindependent/lifestyle/methodist-church-was-erected-in-1811-27169155.html
http://www.independent.ie/regionals/droghedaindependent/lifestyle/methodist-church-was-erected-in-1811-27169155.html#comments
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Anna and James Davis and some family are buried at St Peter’s 

Church, Drogheda. 
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McElwain(e) Family  

Father & Mother: Unknown 

Son: Francis McElwain 

Son: Archibald McElwain 

Francis McElwain 

 Known as Francis McElwain of Coleriane 

 Married Sarah Cochrane, daughter of Joseph Cochrane of Buncrana, Donegal.  

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~donegal/flwrmn.htm 

September 12 1835  -On Wednesday last, by the Rev. Reuben Rogers, MR FRANCIS McILWAIN, of Coleraine [Co Londonderry], to SARAH, eldest 
daughter of MR JOSEPH COCHRAN, of Buncrana 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~donegal/flwrmn.htm
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Children:  

 Anne Boyle McElwaine, b. 10 October 1836. She married Rev. Charles Henry Crookshank and had three 

children:  

 Rev. Charles Henry Crookshank, MA. b. 29-Jan-1836, Cayuga / Gore, Canada, m. (1) 11 Jun 1868, in Passage 

West, Cork, Annie Howard, b. 6 Sep 1843, d. 11 Apr 1869, buried. Passage West, Cork., m. (2) 4 Jun 1871, in 

Coleraine, Annie Boyle, b. 10 Oct 1836, Coleraine, Co. Derry, (daughter of Francis McElwain) d. 28 Dec 1883, 

Coleraine, Co. Derry, buried. Antrim. Annie: d.s.p. 
 Children: 

 i Jane McBraire Crookshank b. 8 Jul 1872, bapt. 11 Aug 1872, Sligo, d. 17 Feb 1896, 

Adelaide Hospital, Dublin, buried. 19 Feb 1896, Antrim. 

 ii Sarah Cochrane Crookshank b. 6 Jan 1874, bapt. 3 May 1874, Sligo, d. 21 Jun 1897, 

Kingstown, Co. Dublin, buried. 23 Jun 1897, Antrim. 

 32. iii Rev. Charles Henry b. 5 Oct 1876 

 Rebecca Frances McElwaine, b. abt 1836. She married Henry Douglas of Cavan, Cavan, 16 August 

1855. And died 10 October1858 

 Francis died 5 August 1837. 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~donegal/flwrdn.htm 

August 5 1837 - On 23rd inst., MR FRANCIS McELWAINE, of Coleraine, at the house of his father in law, MR JOSEPH 
COCHRAN, of Buncrana 

Note: Sarah remarried 2 December 1845, to John Campbell , merchant of Cootehill, Cavan. She died 8 January 

1855 

Archibald McElwain 

 1820 directory: Archibald listed as a Woollen Draper and living on Bridge Street 
 Archibald McElwaine gave £1,000 to the building fund of the Coleraine Methodist Chapel. This was about 

half of the funds needed for the building. 

 His wife appears to be the daughter of  Thomas Shillington and Sarah Averell (b. 27 March 1762, 
Derry). An account of her brother and family (chp II) can be found in the book,   

 Christian thoroughness, a memorial sketch of T. A. Shillington 
By John Dwyer (rev.), Thomas Averell Shillington 

http://books.google.co.uk/books?id=T3UBAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA51&lpg=PA51&dq=%22+A+mcelwain%22,+coleraine&

source=bl&ots=1TgJXKbTUm&sig=rjt-

9bQLect9mrDO9uobeHVQslg&hl=en&sa=X&ei=KvCTUPqcOqyMyAH8ooH4Dw&ved=0CB8Q6AEwAQ#v=onepage&

q&f=false 

 The end of Chp II tells how Mrs Shillington died at the home of her son-in-law A McElwain of 

Coleraine 13
 
 June 1847, a contributor to the Methodist work. 

 April 5th.1830 At Portadown, in the Tanderagee Circuit, in the sixty-fourth year of his age, Mr. 

Thomas: Shillington. He was converted to God in early life ; was a man of sound Christian 

experience, and of an upright conduct; and for about thirty-three years was a useful 

ClassLeader and Local Preacher. He died in great peace, leaving a widow and five children 

walking in the way of holiness. J. W 

http://books.google.co.uk/books?pg=PA445&dq=%22Shillington%22,+methodist&ei=TvGTUPq2G-

aYiALkoICQAg&id=tR5BAAAAcAAJ&output=text 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~donegal/flwrdn.htm
http://books.google.co.uk/books?id=T3UBAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA51&lpg=PA51&dq=%22+A+mcelwain%22,+coleraine&source=bl&ots=1TgJXKbTUm&sig=rjt-9bQLect9mrDO9uobeHVQslg&hl=en&sa=X&ei=KvCTUPqcOqyMyAH8ooH4Dw&ved=0CB8Q6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.co.uk/books?id=T3UBAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA51&lpg=PA51&dq=%22+A+mcelwain%22,+coleraine&source=bl&ots=1TgJXKbTUm&sig=rjt-9bQLect9mrDO9uobeHVQslg&hl=en&sa=X&ei=KvCTUPqcOqyMyAH8ooH4Dw&ved=0CB8Q6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.co.uk/books?id=T3UBAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA51&lpg=PA51&dq=%22+A+mcelwain%22,+coleraine&source=bl&ots=1TgJXKbTUm&sig=rjt-9bQLect9mrDO9uobeHVQslg&hl=en&sa=X&ei=KvCTUPqcOqyMyAH8ooH4Dw&ved=0CB8Q6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.co.uk/books?id=T3UBAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA51&lpg=PA51&dq=%22+A+mcelwain%22,+coleraine&source=bl&ots=1TgJXKbTUm&sig=rjt-9bQLect9mrDO9uobeHVQslg&hl=en&sa=X&ei=KvCTUPqcOqyMyAH8ooH4Dw&ved=0CB8Q6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.co.uk/books?pg=PA445&dq=%22Shillington%22,+methodist&ei=TvGTUPq2G-aYiALkoICQAg&id=tR5BAAAAcAAJ&output=text
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Archibald and his wife had one daughter (and possibly a 

son also named Archibald). Marianna married William 

McArthur. William McArthur was the son of Rev John 

McArthur, Methodist minister. 

In 1854, Rebecca McElwain writes a letter to her family 

mentioning Marianna and Mr McArthur and their trip to Australia.   

Letters of Rebecca’s have been saved by the Cochrane family: 

Rebecca J McElwain to Catherine Macky (Aunt) -  Cootehill - October 4th, 1854 [?]  
 
My dear Aunt Kitty 
I suppose you have now almost come to the conclusion that you are never to hear from Cootehill or anyone in it. I 
hope you don't think we have forgotten you as indeed you might almost imagine in consequence of such a long 
protracted silence. However you will see from this that this has not been the case, on the contrary, we often think of 
you all, and many a time Mama wishes she was with you. She says she will never rest till this is the case, and 
expects to see you before many years roll round. I am very doubtful about it as I think she will find it rather difficult to 
get Papa to consent to go but she seems to have every hope of it. 
They both left us yesterday for England. Papa went to buy goods and Mama accompanied him. They are both quite 
well, we expect them home again in the week after next. When they return I am to go to Coleraine and Derry for a 
month of two. We had Grandfather and Aunt Jane here last week, we expected Mrs Cochrane too but she could not 
leave home. I never saw Grandfather look better, he feels very lonely since Aunts Rebecca and Ann left. I suppose 
they are all safe in Auckland by this time, we will be anxiously looking out for letters from them. Mama has been in 
wretched spirits since they left, but she is beginning to cheer up now as the time is drawing near when we may 
expect to hear of their safe arrival. 
I know very little news to tell you of. Cootehill is just as you left it, I don't think it is at all changed. The Boyds are all 
well. I suppose you heard of Bessie's marriage which took place about a year and a half ago. Marianne McArthur is 
now in Portstewart with her sister-in-law, Mrs. Alexander McArthur. She and her husband arrived from Australia in 
July. She is a very nice person but very little, not near as tall as Marianne. 
Grandfather and Mrs Cochrane spent some weeks lately with Uncle Sam in Chrysla. He is very lonely but 
Grandfather says he never saw him look better. 
The children here are all well. Sarah and Joanna are at school every day, Sarah is growing very tall. She says she 
remembers you quite well and the rod you used to keep over the mantlepiece in the parlour-- I suppose this helped 
her to remember you. She is learning music and is getting on very well. Your namesake, Kate, we all think very like 
you. Marianne is the best of them all, although she and her Aunt Jane used to fight every day while the latter was 
here. Many a time we talk of John and Mary Alexander. 
Mary Hamilton has opened a school in Derry lately and is succeeding very well. Her father got a paralytic stroke 
about three months ago and for some time his life was despaired of. I believe he is now better, but has lost the use of 
one side completely. 
Uncle and Aunt McElwain are now in Harrogate-- Uncle has been very ill for some time and the doctor recommended 
a change of air, so they are trying what effect it will have. 
They have got a very handsome new chapel built in Coleraine and had it opened by Mr Arthur in the beginning of this 
month. Uncle is making arrangements for beginning to build a house for himself next spring. Mrs McArthur thinks this 
very foolish as she prophesies that he won't enjoy it very long. However, I hope she is wrong in this. 
Anne returned to Cootehill from Coleraine (where she had been at school) in June-- she is not returning this winter. I 
never saw her look better than she does at present. She and I often wish we could get nursing your son for a while, I 
am sure he is a lovely boy now, perhaps we may yet. 
Give my love to all, Aunt Anne, Aunt Rebecca, Uncle John and Dorcas Macky and accept a very large share yourself 
from yours.  
 
Rebecca McElwain  
 
PS When Papa was sending the goods, Mamma sent you a bonnet and a pair of hand screens which I hope you will 
receive without their having sustained any injury. 
Rebecca  

(More about the family and letters can be found here: http://macky.net/letters.html ) 
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