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OFFICERS 

UNITED STATES 
 

ALABAMA 

Gilbert F. Douglas III 

     205-222-7664 

ke4nrl@gmail.com 
 

ARIZONA 

Barbara J. Wise 

     520-991-9539 

bwise320@gmail.com 
 

 ARKANSAS  

Diana Kay Stell 

     501-757-2881 

DouglasLady@outlook.com  
 

CALIFORNIA (North) 

Mark & Cora Peterson  

     559-439-2947 

corampeterson@gmail.com 
 

CALIFORNIA (South) 

Alex Kirkland 

     714-718-1571 

alex.m.kirkland@gmail.com 
 

COLORADO 

Chuck Mirabile 

     720-934-6901 

loudbeak@yahoo.com 
 

FLORIDA (Central)  

Jeff & Mona Sparks 

     407-721-3775 

jtsparks1@gmail.com 
 

FLORIDA (South)  

Elizabeth Douglass & Russell Douglass 

      954-296-1834          786-853-1349     

edouglass@bellsouth.net 

      russellpipes4x4@gmail.com 
 

FLORIDA (Northeast) & 

GEORGIA (South) 

Dennis Conrad 

     904-772-8102 

sarahsdaddy@comcast.net 
 

GEORGIA (North) 

Doug Isbecque  

     770-813-0789 

drci.bel@gmail.com 
 

HAWAII 

James Douglas Putnam 

     808-554-1944 

jamesputnam85@gmail.com 
 

IDAHO  - Regent wanted for  

Boise, ID -- Treasure Valley Highland 

Games & Celtic Festival 
 

ILLINOIS (Central) 

Timothy Kirkpatrick 

     253-359-7069 

kirkpatrick79@yahoo.com 
 

ILLINOIS (North) - Regent wanted for the 

Chicago area 
 

INDIANA 

Jim & Sandy Douglas 

     765-296-2710                             

sandyd77@outlook.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President 

Tim Tyler 

2780 Pine Creek Circle 

Fullerton, CA  92835 

Phone: 714-478-9666 
mark.peterson@ai-engines.com 

 

Vice-President 

Mark Peterson 

6505 N. Gentry Ave. 

Fresno, CA 93711 

Phone: 559-917-0926 

mpeterson1019@comcast.net 

 

Secretary 
Carol J Morton-Bianchini 

PO Box 6974 

Portland, OR 97228 

(Call/Text)  971-300-8593 
DouglasSecretary@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer 

Tom Douglas 

213 Coleton Ln 

DeLand, FL 32724 

Phone: 618-795-3879 

tomdouglas46@yahoo.com 

 

Board Member 

Chuck Mirabile (Past Pres) 

 

…………………………………………. 

…………………………………………. 

 

Assistant Vice-President (East) 

Harold Edington 

11907 E. Alberta St. 

Sugar Creek, MO 64054 

Phone: 816-529-7764 

clan.douglas@yahoo.com 

 

Assistant Vice-President (West) 

Cora Peterson 

6505 N. Gentry Ave. 

Fresno, CA 93711 

Phone: 559-709-6588 

corampeterson@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 
 

 

IOWA – Regent wanted for the  

Quad City area 
 

KANSAS --- Regent wanted for Wichita 

area 
 

KENTUCKY  --- Regent wanted 
 

LOUISIANA – Regent/Co-Regent wanted 

for the Minden area 
 

MAINE 

Chris Mogensen 

alwayskilted@gmail.com 
 

MARYLAND 

James Agnew 

     571-278-6056 

jim.agnew67@gmail.com 
 

MICHIGAN   

Mary Clark 

     734-301-8472 

MICDSNA@gmail.com 
 

MINNESOTA (North) 

John M. Glendenning, Jr. 

     218-728-4998 

jglen@charter.net 
 

MINNESOTA (South)  

Brooke Kenney 

     612-655-8954 

brooke@brotheroke.com 
 

MISSISSIPPI – Regent/Co-Regent wanted  
 

MISSOURI 

Harold Edington 

     816-529-7764 

clan.douglas@yahoo.com 
 

MONTANA  - Regents wanted for 1 or all 

Billings, MT -- Celtic Classic Festival 

Hamilton, MT -- Bitterroot Celtic Games 

Kalispell, MT -- Flathead Celtic Festival 

One, two, or all three are available 
 

NEVADA (North – Reno area) 

Richard & Holly Bromley 

    775-530-5667 

rlbrich@aol.com 
 

NEVADA (South – Las Vegas area) 

See CALIFORNIA (South) Regent info 
 

NEW HAMPSHIRE - Regents wanted 
 

NEW MEXICO 

Eric Vigil 

     575-749-1275 

ericrvigil@yahoo.com 
 

NEW YORK 

Daneen Muehlbauer 

     716-283-5247 

clan_douglas.ny51@yahoo.com 
 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Samuel Thayer 

     803-389-3550 

clandouglasncregent@gmail.com 
 

NC Co-Regent 

Chris Mogensen 

alwayskilted@gmail.com 
 

OHIO --- See Michigan Regent Info 
 

OKLAHOMA 

Jody Blaylock 

     405-985-9704 

jmblaylock@yahoo.com 

 

 

OREGON (North) 

Carol Bianchini 

     971-300-8593 

clandouglaspnw@aol.com 
 

OREGON (South) 

Dakotah Blair 

     541-636-7535 

dakotahblair@gmail.com 

 

PENNSYLVANIA --- Regent wanted 
 

 

SOUTH CAROLINA Co-Regent  

Thelma Hein 

     843-780-8357 

ladyhein@yahoo.com 
 

SOUTH CAROLINA Co-Regent  

Curtis Rowell 

     434-305-4601 

crowell001@gmail.com 
 

SOUTH DAKOTA  -- Regent wanted for 

Aberdeen, SD -- Aberdeen Highland Games 
 

TENNESSEE (West) 

Derek & Brittany Douglas 

     615-691-0939 

derek@douglas-clan.com 
 

TENNESSEE (East) 

Tyson & Betsy Chastain 

     865-385-0972 (please text first) 

hsbtennessee@yahoo.com 
 

TEXAS (North) 

Matthew Douglas 

     214-493-6442 

matthew.douglas75@gmail.com 
 

TEXAS (South) --- Regents and/or  

       Co-Regents wanted 
 

UTAH  

Trenton Duke 

          435-459-2562 

trentduke95@outlook.com 
 

UTAH Co-Regent wanted for Salt Lake City 

area Utah Scottish Festival  
 

VIRGINIA Co-Regent 

Scott Douglas 

     571-426-3826 

arlyndoug@aol.com 
 

VIRGINIA Co-Regent 

Sean Morton 

     504-875-9540 

mountainmanmorton@gmail.com 
 

WASHINGTON 

John Blakemore 

     510-484-3001 

2doalameda@gmail.com 
 

WEST VIRGINIA Co-Regents 

Tyler Agnew 

tyler.agnew21@gmail.com A 
 

WISCONSIN 

Lori Garbett 

     414-256-0806 

grabit1112@sbcglobal.net 
 

WYOMING -- Regent wanted for 

Cheyenne and/or Jackson areas 

yler.agnew21@gmail.com 
 

REGENTS 

NEWSLETTER FOUNDER   Gilbert F. Douglas, JR. MD (deceased) 
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Looking for a different kind of  

gift for an adult family member? 
 

Consider giving the gift  

of an annual membership ($20) to  

 
The Clan Douglas Society. 

 

 
 Click here to visit the  

JOIN CDSNA 
Section of the Clan Website. 

Download a form  

& pay online via Paypal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Storekeeper 
Cassie Douglas 
213 Coleton Lane 
DeLand, FL 32724 
352-603-3868 

douglasclanstore@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Web Editors  
Mark Peterson 
mpeterson1019@comcast.net 
 
Harold Edington 
clan.douglas@yahoo.com 
 

Carol J Morton-Bianchini 
DouglasSecretary@comcast.net 
 

 

 

 

 

Historical Article Editors 
 

Dr. Callum Watson 

Battle Coordinator at the Battle of 
Bannockburn Visitor Centre  
just outside Stirling 
 

Mr. Ian Douglas 

Author, Photographer 
Whitchurch, Hampton, UK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Editor 
Harold Edington 
11907 E. Alberta St. 
Sugar Creek, MO 64054 
Phone: 816 529 7764 
clan.douglas@yahoo.com 

 

 
 

ADMINISTRATORS 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

If there is a local Scottish or 

Celtic event in your area that 

invites clans but has no Clan 

Douglas representative, 

consider becoming our Douglas 

Regent for that event.  
 

Regions needing a Regent are 

highlighted in yellow.  
 

Even if you are available to 

represent CDSNA at just one 

festival a year, that is so much 

better than no Douglas 

representation at all. 

REGENTS (cont.)                  INTERNATIONAL REGENTS 

 

CANADA – Regents wanted 
 

*** BRITISH COLUMBIA --- Vacant 
 

*** NEW BRUNSWICK -- Vacant 
 

*** ONTARIO --- Vacant 
 

AUSTRALIA - Contact the 

 Clan Douglas Society of Australia 

Anne Breust 
     0419 620 914 
anne.breust@bigpond.com 
 

BENELUX  
(Belgium, Netherlands, Luxembourg) 

Murray Frick 
     470-232-8060 
murrayfrick@att.net 

 

SPAIN 
Leopoldo Fernández de Angulo y Gómez 
de las Cortinas 
       Phone: 34 954 277 365 
            Cell: 34 639 019 632 
regenteclandouglas@gmail.com 

 
 

 

March to your own drumbeat… 

Become a CDSNA Regent 
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President’s Comments … 
 

With the advent of New Year, I was truly looking forward to attending this year’s local Burns Dinner but my plans were 
once again detoured by Real Life. Instead of the dinner, I attended the funeral of a coworker. At the funeral, I pondered 
(again) how precious our time is to us while we are living since we have no idea when our Creator will call us home. Life 
can be so demanding and we all often equate our quality of life with our working success but I coming to the realization 
that there is much more to Life than work. Yes, it is necessary yet it should not be the full measure of what and who we 
are. 
 

2023 holds so much promise and opportunity. Scottish festivals have already 
occurred in Florida and by the time you are reading this, there will likely have 
been more across the country.  If your Scottish heritage is important to you, 
make a plan to set aside some time from work and make a point to attend 
your local games.  
 

If your local event has a Douglas tent, go and support the Clan Douglas 
Society and your local Douglas Regent. Your help at the tent will make a world 
of difference to your Regent and give them a chance to have a brief break 
from the tent and enjoy everything the festival has to offer and perhaps have 
a chance to buy a little gift for their spouse. We owe our Douglas Regents a 
deep debt of gratitude for all they do – and will do in the coming year.  
 

If your local event does not have a Douglas tent, consider being the Douglas 
Regent at that event. To paraphrase CDSNA Asst VP Harold Edington, if you 
are a CDSNA member with enthusiasm for Clan Douglas and you are able to show Calm, Commitment and a Caring 
attitude for others, you may be just the right person to become a Douglas Regent. If you would like to learn more about 
being a Clan Douglas Regent, contact our VP Mark Peterson, or either of our Asst VPs: Cora Peterson (Asst VP West) or 
Harold Edington (Asst VP East). 
 

Another thing I should mention is this: EVERYONE should make a plan to attend the 2024 GMM. The CDSNA is making 
some BIG plans for this Gathering at Grandfather Mountain to celebrate our 50th year as a Society. This will definitely be 
something you do not want to miss. More information will be forthcoming in future issues of Dubh Ghlase as we get 
closer to the date. If you are someone with a Weekly/Monthly/Yearly Planner, you should go ahead and set aside the 
first week of July 2024.  
 

2023 holds amazing potential for CDSNA but it will take ALL of US to make that potential a reality. Don’t forget to take 
some real time for yourself and your family doing those things that bring you joy and show your love. 
 

Yours aye, 
 

Tim Tyler 
CDSNA President 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

At a Scottish/Celtic event, the only thing worse seeing than  

an empty Clan Douglas tent is no Clan Douglas tent at all. 
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Secretary’s Report … 
 

 CLAN DOUGLAS SOCIETY OF NORTH AMERICA, LTD. 

MEETING MINUTES FROM Saturday, February 18, 2023 
 

1. President Called the meeting to order.   
 

2. Secretary called roll. Tim Tyler, President, Mark Peterson, VP, Tom Douglas,  
Treasurer, Carol MortonBianchini, Secretary, and Chuck Mirabile, Past President 
were present. 
 

3. Welcome Guests Cora Peterson, Asst. VP West, Harold Edington, Asst. VP East, 
and Jim Morton, 50th Anniversary Chairman were present.  
 

4. Officers’ and Storekeepers’ Reports   
 

a. President, Tim Tyler – Queen Mary Highland Games were not held. Formed Election Committee of Elizabeth Douglass, 
John Blakemore, and Chuck Mirabile to determine a slate of officers for 2024 – 2026.  
 

b. Vice President, Mark Peterson – GMM Details – see below. Next highland games he and Cora will attend will be in 
September 2023 – Pleasanton and Fresno games.  
 

c. Treasurer, Tom Douglas - the Treasurer's Report ... Checking Account: $18,022.02. Morgan Stanley 
Investments: $121,216.09. Profit to date for this fiscal year (July 1, 2022 - Feb. 17, 2023): $1,797.26. 
 

d. Secretary, Carol Morton-Bianchini – 5 new members and 5 renewals. Updating website under old business.  
 

e. Editor & Asst VP East, Harold Edington- New Hampshire Regent will be replaced as he has not responded in the last six 
months. President has submitted his report for the Dubh Ghlase. Vice-President will be submitting his report this 
weekend. Treasurer’s report will be included in Secretary’s report submitted this weekend along with updated 
membership roster.  
 

f. Asst VP West, Cora Peterson – Volunteers are needed. Has responded to highland games inquiries.  
 

g. Cassie Douglas, Storekeeper – excused due to another event.  
 
 
 

5. Old Business   
 

a. Approved Meeting Minutes from the CDSNA Board Meeting on November 12, 2022.  
 

b. Update on 2024 CDSNA GMM by Jim Morton, Chairman, 50th Anniversary Committee. Committee is reviewing all 
options for the 50th Anniversary Celebration of CDSNA at Grandfather Mountain Highland Games in 2024 including 
hotels and block of rooms to be reserved, dinner venues (Banner Elk Winery was suggested where a previous CDSNA 
event was held that members enjoyed. Experience the Banner Elk Winery & Villa, North Carolina), buffet dinner, budget 
of maximum $5K was set(Committee will try to minimize at all costs while still planning a quality event), new banner, 
50th Anniversary items for sale, Grand Father Mountain Highland Games logistics, 2 tents (inside and outside of track), 
entertainment, ceilidh, photography by Chuck Mirabile, challenges of transportation (transportation will most likely be 
on attendee, but carpools are encouraged to share the cost), and Douglas titled guests from Scotland were suggested to 
attend, but it was determined all would have to be invited and it was cost prohibitive to do so, Torch Light Ceremony 
participation, and more. Officers to respond promptly (within 48 hours) of committee’s request to enable them to book 
hotel and event venue by email replying to all Board Members and Jim Morton, Chairman.  
 

Grandfather Mountain Highland Games (gmhg.org) 

– The Official Website of the Grandfather Mountain Highland Games and Gathering O' Scottish Clans 
 

c. Website Update – discussed Membership Benefits to add to website. Regents to be reviewed by Asst. VPs for accuracy 
due to changes. Volunteers needed to be highlighted.  
 

http://gmhg.org
http://gmhg.org
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 6. New Business   
 

a) Add name tags back to the order form for Board Member, Regent, CDSNA Member, and CDSNA Life Member. Cassie 
to contact Joe Blaylock for more information on how to order name tags.  
 

b) Regent Zoom Meetings – VP is planning agenda and coordinating with Asst. VPs to set date. Refining requirements 
and sharing ideas on how to be a successful Regent.   
 

c) Next Board Meeting May 20, 2023 - 9 am PST, 11 am CST, and 12 EST.  
 

 

Respectfully,  
 

Carol Morton-Bianchini, Secretary  
Clan Douglas Society of North America, Ltd.  
 

A Douglas!           A Douglas!           A Douglas! 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Please forward any changes in email address, phone number, or home address to 

DouglasSecretary@comcast.net. Your continued delivery of the Dubh Ghlase newsletter is 

dependent on the Douglas Secretary having your current email address. 
 

Members are sent friendly reminders via email of their dues expiration date three times before being placed in inactive status. 
 

The Clan Douglas Society does not share our directory information with anyone except CDSNA Regents.  On request, CDSNA Regents 
are provided a member directory for their state and surrounding areas.  CDSNA Regents are instructed not to share information 
from directories with anyone, including other members of Clan Douglas.   

 

New Members receive a welcome email with information about our social media pages via Facebook – “Clan Douglas Society of 
N.A.” and the group page “Clan Douglas Society of North America Ltd.”  to connect to clan members year-round, a newly designed 
membership card, and a welcome letter from the Douglas Secretary.    

 

Life Members receive a framed certificate signed by the President and Secretary along with a letter of appreciation and a specially 
designed Life Membership Card. 

 

Questions? Email DouglasSecretary@comcast.net. 
 

 

 
 
 

Cead mile failte to 

our new members this quarter. 
Welcome to the  

Clan Douglas Society. 
 
 

4349 Vaughan, Christopher; Prosper, TX 

4350 Brock, Anthony; Taxewell, TN 

4351 Dickie, Phillip; Portland, OR 

4352 Bright, Leslie Neal; Kingsport, TN 

4353 Creek, Thomas David; Mount Albert, ON 

 
 

mailto:douglassecretary@comcast.net
mailto:douglassecretary@comcast.net
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http://clandouglassociety.org/join-cdsna/
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Harold, Paul Duval and Tomaz Cervantes looking through  

Harold’s new Septs & Allied Families of Clan Douglas book 

 
Regent Eric Vigil & Paula Ross 

 

 The Editor’s Ramblings … 
 

Along for the Ride 
In February, the Lady Jennifer and I traveled to Arizona to visit family. Along the 
way, we stopped in Albuquerque, NM and had dinner at Sadies with CDSNA Regent 
Eric Vigil and his delightful Crew -- Paula Ross, Paul Duval and Tomaz Cervantes – 
where I gave Eric a copy of my newly published “Septs & Allied Families of Clan 

Douglas” book.  Dinner was fabulous and the venue featured live music by a 
guitarist and a harpist who stopped at the end of our table to play. What a treat! 
 

As some may recall, Eric is the driving force behind a new March festival in New 
Mexico that is a combination Celtic Celebration, Medieval Celebration, Pirate & 
Viking Celebration and Time Traveler Celebration that drew in over 8000 visitors 
during its first run in 2022. The 2023 event appears to be shaping up to be 
something even bigger and better. I plan to travel back to New Mexico near the 
end of March to attend the 2

nd
 NM Renaissance Celtic Festival and see The Crew 

again. You can learn more about this event on their website: 
https://nmrenceltfest.com/ 
 

Our return trip to Missouri required a bit of “fanny fortitude” as a snowstorm 
closed the I-40 corridor across Arizona and we were forced to re-route south from 
Phoenix to the I-10 and travel east far enough to evade the snow and connect back to 
I-40. The extra miles afforded us a look at part of the country we had never before 
visited. If we had thought to take along our passports, we might have made a quick 
visit to Mexico – we were a mere 30 minutes from the Border. 
 

To Reprint or not Reprint… That is the question! 
For the past few issues of Dubh Ghlase, I have been reprinting chapters from out-

of-print Douglas-themed books. I am not sure how many of you have been reading 
and enjoying these reprintings; I don’t know if they are being read at all. If you have 
been reading and enjoying, please let me know via email (clan.douglas@yahoo.com) 
or on the Clan Douglas Society of North America, Ltd. Group found on Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/clandouglassociety).  

 

Time to get all over our News From All Over 
This section of the newsletter is often filled with the games reports of our various 
Regents. But I want each of you to understand that this section is also a place for you 
to submit reports of Scottish/Celtic themed events you attend, as well.  
 

You may have attended an event that did not have Clan Douglas representation. If 
that is the case, your narrative of the event may be just the thing to encourage a 
Regent to attend the event in the future.  
 

But I want you all to know this, as well: Even if a Clan Douglas tent was at a particular festival you attended, your thoughts, views, and opinions of 
the event are just as valid as the Regents’ narrative and I would encourage you to share your thoughts with the Editor for publication alongside the 
Regent’s narrative. If you are up for this, please send some photos – people shots are better than scenery shots – with descriptions of who or what 
and where. Sharing your experiences may give a nudge to another member to do the same. The end result will be a better, more interactive, and 
more enjoyable quarterly publication.   
 

Read All About It… 
I heard an old song on the radio the other day. The 2012 song, Read All About It, Pt. III was written (in part) and sung by Emeli Sandé. The song 
reminded me that there are a number of gifted and talented members in our Society that have so much to share and contribute … but they don’t.  
Whether from fear or something else, they remain invisible and silent. I hope that these opening lyrics from the song will inspire you to share your 
inner light and let it shine on all of us.  
 

You've got the words to change a nation 

But you're biting your tongue 

You've spent a life time stuck in silence 

Afraid you'll say something wrong 

If no one ever hears it, how we gonna learn your song? 

So come on, come on 

Come on, come on 

You've got a heart as loud as lightning 

So why let your voice be tamed? 

Maybe we're a little different 

There's no need to be ashamed 

You've got the light to fight the shadows 

So stop hiding it away 

Come on, come on 

https://nmrenceltfest.com/
mailto:clan.douglas@yahoo.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/clandouglassociety
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Battle of Baugé 1421 by artist & CDSNA Life Member Andrew Spratt 

 
 

 

'An antidote to the English': Battle of Baugé, 1421 
By Dr. Callum Watson 

 
 

On March 22, 1421 the Battle of Baugé was fought in Anjou. While ostensibly part of the Hundred Years War between England and France, the 
battle is unusual in that the victory was ascribed at the time to the 6,000-strong 'Grand Army of Scotland' that was at that time in the service of the 
French dauphin Charles (the future Charles VII). The ‘Scottish’ victory at Baugé cemented the reputation of the so-called ‘Grand Army’ as a 
particularly fearsome and effective fighting force, an ‘antidote to the English’ in the words of the contemporary pope Martin V. Moreover, this 
success was seized upon by Archibald, 4th earl of Douglas – who was not present at Baugé but who had been central to the recruitment and 
dispatch of the ‘Grand Army’ – to increase his diplomatic standing with the French crown and to further his ambitions as a figure of international 
significance. Today’s blog post will examine the battle, its context and what it tells us about the outlook of the Scottish political community in the 
early fifteenth-century.  
 

Context is for kings: Scotland in the early fifteenth-century 
 

The early decades of the fifteenth-century have traditionally been seen as the nadir of royal authority within the kingdom. Since 1384, a succession 
of crises – both minor and major – had resulted in a series of extended guardianships and lieutenancies, during which various minor royals had 
exercised practical control over the government while the reigning king was effectively side-lined. During the 1390s, King Robert III staged 
something of a fightback against this trend, using his offspring – and particularly his eldest son and heir David, duke of Rothesay – to re-assert his 
own influence over the royal administration. However, by January 1399 Rothesay had disentangled himself from his father’s political networks and 
sought to assert his independence, securing his appointment as ‘kyngis lieutenande generally throch al the kynrike’ at a general council at Perth. 
Rothesay’s bid for power was supported by his uncle Robert Stewart, duke of Albany, (who had served as guardian from 1388-92 and remained one 
of the most influential figures in Scottish politics), Archibald ‘the Grim’, 3rd earl of Douglas, (indisputably the most powerful magnate in southern 
Scotland), and his own mother – Robert III’s wife – Annabella Drummond. However, the deaths of Archibald the Grim in late 1400 and – more 
significantly – Queen Annabella the following year removed their important stabilising influence from the still volatile political situation in Scotland. 
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The Battle of Baugé, from a late fifteenth-century manuscript of Les Vigiles de Charles VII by Martial 

d'Auvergne. The Franco-Scottish army are depicted on the right, wearing the white cross of St Denis. 

The luckless figure being skewered on the left of the image is probably supposed to be Henry V's 

brother Thomas, duke of Clarence. Image source: 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Vigiles_du_roi_Charles_VII_53.jpg 

 

 
Doune Castle, favoured residence of Robert Stewart, duke of Albany. Albany had been one of 

the most influential figures in Scottish politics since the 1380s and this influence is one of the 

major reasons that the late fourteenth- and early fifteenth-centuries have traditionally been 

seen as a period of diminished royal authority in Scotland. Image source: 

https://www.visitscotland.com/info/see-do/doune-castle-p254201 

As a result, the relationship between Rothesay 
and Albany quickly soured and in early 1402 
Rothesay died – apparently of neglect – while 
imprisoned at Albany’s castle of Falkland in 
Fife. In order to achieve this remarkable coup 
against the young duke, Albany had been 
forced to negotiate a hasty alliance with 
Rothesay’s brother-in-law Archibald, 4th earl 
of Douglas, who had succeeded his father 
Archibald the Grim as the leading figure in the 
politics of southern Scotland. Together, the 
two men faced an inquest into their part in 
Rothesay’s death at a general council at 
Edinburgh in May 1402, and not only were 
they acquitted of any wrongdoing, but also 
Albany was restored to the office of lieutenant 
on behalf of his brother the king. Still stability 
remained illusive for the Scottish political 
community, as the defeat and capture of 
Douglas alongside Albany’s son Murdoch and a 
substantial portion of their armed followings 
at the Battle of Homildon Hill in September 
1402 weakened Albany’s ability to firmly 
assert his authority across the realm. This 
provided yet another opportunity to re-
establish royal authority for Robert III, who 
this time invested his hopes in his remaining 
son James, earl of Carrick (the future King 
James I). The king once again overplayed his hand though, as in February 1406 James’s guardians Sir David Fleming and Henry Sinclair, earl of 
Orkney, botched an attempt to intimate the formidable Margaret Stewart, countess of Angus. Fleming was killed fighting forces loyal to Countess 
Margaret and the Black Douglases, while Orkney hastily made arrangements to deliver the twelve year old James to France, apparently fearing that 
if either the Douglases or Albany got their hands on him, James would suffer the same grisly fate as his elder brother had done in 1402. However, 
while at sea, Orkney and James were captured by pirates and handed over to King Henry IV of England, condemning James, at least, to an indefinite 
period of imprisonment at the hands of the ‘auld enemye’. To compound matters, Robert III himself died on 4th April, apparently shortly after 
learning of his son’s capture. 
 

By mid-1406 then, Scotland was without a king, and without much hope of recovering its monarch any time soon. The last time a King of Scots had 
fallen into English hands – David II in 1346 – it had been eleven years before the Scots had managed to secure his release. Nonetheless, the political 
community at least had an experienced and capable candidate in whom governance of the realm could be invested in the form of Albany, who was 
swiftly appointed ‘Governor of Scotland’. This hitherto unheard of title has been used to suggest that the duke harboured some deep-seated 

ambition to usurp the throne altogether (being the 
young king’s nearest male relative and thus 
technically heir presumptive), but in fact the title 
probably reflects his unprecedented position of 
having to stand-in for an absentee king who had not 
yet technically been formally crowned. The absence 
of both his late brother and his potentially 
troublesome nephew left Albany largely free to 
govern however he saw fit, although there are some 
signs that his early efforts to administer the realm 
stirred up tensions in the south. In particular, Albany’s 
acceptance of the return of the exiled George Dunbar, 
earl of March, and his family back into Scottish 
allegiance in 1408 was a cause of considerable 
concern for the earl of Douglas, who at the time was 
still a prisoner in England. March had previously been 
alienated from the Scottish crown by Douglas’s 
father’s politicking in the late 1390s, and one of the 
fourth earl’s key goals during the early years of his 
tenure had been to oversee the partition of the 
vacant earldom of March in favour of himself and his 
followers. So alarmed by this development was the 
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A scene from a fifteenth-century manuscript of Jean Froissart's Croniques. In it, King 

Charles VI, depicted on a white horse with a crowned helmet and sword raised, 

attacks his own followers, believing them to be enemies. This incident - which 

incurred in 1392 - is the earliest known indication of Charles's long-running and 

debilitating mental illness, a condition that would frequently leave him unable to 

govern personally.  
Image source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Madness_of_Charles_VI.jpg 

 

earl that in 1409 he arranged for a period of parole from Henry IV’s custody – the third such arrangement since his initial capture in 1402/3 – and 
promptly absconded, remaining in Scotland to settle his dispute with Albany even after his parole was over. The canny duke did not apparently 
require much persuading to reach an accommodation with the earl. At a meeting between the two men at Inverkeithing in Fife in June 1409 the 
pair sealed an indenture that their shared responsibility to arbitrate on matters arising between their respective followings and to ensure that 
neither one overstepped their respective jurisdictions. The only hint that there was any disparity between their respective statuses can be seen in 
the document’s description of Albany as a ‘mychty prince’ and Douglas as a ‘mychty lord’. Otherwise, the document was clearly at pains to stress 
the equal nature of the two men’s power. The indenture of 1409 would establish the political settlement of Scotland for the best part of a 
generation. Though this was not made official policy, the contemporary English observer John Shirley is essentially correct in his observation that 
‘the duke of Albanye governyd and toke uppone hym the reule of Scotland beyonde the Scottish See (i.e., the River Forth). And in the same wyesse 
dydde th’erlle Douglas both governe and reule over this syde the Scottische see’. Albany seems to have been largely content to focus on domestic 
affairs but the battle-scarred earl of Douglas (who had lost an eye at Homildon Hill in 1402 and, probably less visibly, a testicle at the Battle of 
Shrewsbury the following year) took this as an opportunity not only to pursue his interests within Scotland but also to expand his personal standing 
on the international stage. Partly this was due to his estates being situated so close to the border, partly due to his experiences and connected 
formed in England from 1402-9, and partly out of straightforward personal ambition. It was as a result of Douglas’s burning desire to present 
himself as an influential figure in international diplomacy that he sought to intrude Scotland into the on-going – and increasingly bitter – conflict 
between England and France known as the Hundred Years’ War. 
 

Once more unto the breach: England and France in the 1420s 
 

Anglo-French conflict had been common through the two kingdoms’ histories, but since the late 1330s war had become an even more regular 
feature of their interaction than usual. Scotland and its nobility had a vested interest in this as one of the key pillars of Scottish diplomatic policy 
since at least the late thirteenth-century had been the maintenance of good relations with France as a potential bulwark against English aggression. 
The internal weakness of the English royal administration – badly mismanaged and riven by factionalism – in the late fourteenth-century had 
allowed the French to regain the upper hand and by the turn of the fourteenth-century they had established a broadly favourable peace deal with 
their habitual foes. However, by the early decades of the fifteenth-century, the French domestic situation was beginning to destabilise. The French 
king Charles VI – subsequently known as Charles ‘the Mad’ – had begun suffering periodic bouts of mental illness since around 1393. Initially, the 
French royal administration was managed by a ruling council, but increasingly powerful factions began to emerge around the king’s brother Louis, 
duke of Orléans (whose supporters became known as Armagnacs) and the king’s cousin John ‘the Fearless’, duke of Burgundy. In November 1407, 
Duke Louis was assassinated by supporters of John the Fearless on the streets of Paris. This delivered effective control over the royal administration 
to the Burgundian duke, but naturally provoked violent 
recriminations from Louis’s son and successor as duke of 
Orléans, Charles. Unable to overwhelm the Burgundians 
materially, the Armagnacs began negotiating a series of 
alliances intended to encourage widespread resistance to John 
the Fearless’s policies and ultimately undermine his position. In 
1412, the Armagnacs even secured the support of King Henry IV 
of England, offering him a substantial parcel of lands in south-
west France in return for support in smashing the Burgundian 
administration. That summer, Henry IV’s second son – Thomas, 
duke of Clarence – led an army of 4,000 men through western 
France, carving a wide arc of devastation through the lands 
south of the River Loire. It was this into this increasingly 
desperate situation that Douglas proceeded to intrude himself. 
 

In the autumn of 1412, Douglas personally travelled to Paris, 
where he was hosted by John the Fearless himself. It is unclear 
whether this trip had been arranged by the Burgundian duke or 
if Douglas had simply invited himself, but the purpose of the 
embassy – at least as far as Douglas was concerned – was 
clearly to further the Scottish earl’s diplomatic ambitions. As a 
result of the discussions conducted at Paris, Douglas agreed to 
field an army of 4,000 men – the same size as the English force 
then terrorising the Loire Valley – whose wages would be paid 
by the French crown. Individual Scots already had a long history 
of military service on the Continent. Douglas’s father had for 
instance fought with a contingent of Scots led by his cousin 
William, lord of Douglas, at the Battle of Poitiers in 1356. More 
recently, David, 1st earl of Crawford, had served in the retinue 
of Louis, duke of Orléans, while in 1408 Alexander Stewart, earl 
of Mar, had earned a particularly fearsome reputation in the 
service of none other than John the Fearless himself. Yet the 
agreement of 1412 envisaged Scottish military intervention in 
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A collection of seals associated with Archibald, 4th earl of Douglas. The development of his arms during his tenure as earl provide a striking illustration of his 

vaunting ambition and his eagerness to visually advertise his growing prestige. The earliest of these three is the one in the top right, in which the arms of the 

earldom of Douglas are quartered with those of the Lordship of Galloway. Both of these titles he had inherited from his father in 1400. The one in the lower 

left of this image shows the incorporation of the Murray patrimony (in the bottom left quadrant), which he inherited from his mother after February 1401, and 

the lordship of Annandale (in the bottom right quadrant), which he acquired in 1402. The third seal actually belonged to his wife Margaret Stewart, but it 

features the earl's arms impaled with her father's (the royal arms of Scotland). In this case, the earl's arms now include the fleur-de-lis associated with the 

duchy of Touraine, which Douglas received shortly before his death in 1424.  
Image source: http://www.douglashistory.co.uk/history/heraldry/seals.htm#.YFdrT537RPb 

 

France on an unprecedented scale. To secure such a far-reaching settlement, Douglas not only exploited Duke John’s  
 
increasing desperation, but also drew on his family’s already impressive reputation on the Continent. As early as 1330, Douglas’s grandfather James 
‘the Good’ had made a lasting impression on the chivalry of western Europe by carrying his lord King Robert I’s embalmed heart on crusade to what 
is now southern Spain, dying in battle there into the bargain. Douglas’s father had spent a considerable portion of his youth in France, and on more 
than one occasion had represented the Scottish crown in diplomatic negotiations with the French royal administration. Thus, it was not merely 
because John the Fearless felt he had nowhere else to turn in 1412 that he agreed to fund Douglas’s proposed military adventure. He clearly 
believed that Douglas truly could deliver on his outrageous-sounding promise of armed support. 
 

As it happened, the agreement of 1412 was nixed in the most unpredictable of ways. On 20th March 1413, Henry IV died and was succeeded by his 
eldest son, as Henry V. Though young and warlike, Henry initially favoured a settlement with the Burgundian duke, seemingly to give himself time 
to consolidate his domestic position, and he soon entered into peace negotiations with John the Fearless. Thus, after more than a year away from 
Scotland, Douglas embarked for home loaded with lavish Burgundian gifts, but with his diplomatic settlement in tatters. On his way back to 
Scotland the earl stopped off at the English court, where he may have been heartened to learn that Henry’s apparently peaceful overtures were 
not a genuine effort to restore peace between England and France, but rather a way to neutralise the threat Burgundy’s powerful army could pose 
to any future English efforts to reassert themselves on the Continent. Sure enough, in August 1415 Henry personally led a sizeable English army to 
France, besieging and capturing the town of Harfleur before advancing through the French countryside as a deliberate demonstration of his 
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King Henry V leading an English army, from a fifteenth-century manuscript of 

Les Vigiles de Charles VII by Martial d'Auvergne. Henry's fearsome martial 

reputation was primarily earned through his vigorously prosecution of the 

war with France from 1415 onwards. The intensification of Anglo-French 

conflict during this period provided an opportunity for the earl of Douglas to 

pursue his ambitions as a diplomat and gave the Scottish nobility more 

generally lucrative opportunities for personal enrichment through service to 

the French crown in war.  
Image source: 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Vigiles_du_roi_Charles_VII_60.jpg 

 

 
King James I of Scotland and his English wife Joan Beaufort, as they appear in 

the Forman Armorial of 1562. James was utilised by the English royal 

administration in their early efforts to dissuade Scots from entering service 

of the French crown. This proved to be ineffective however, which pushed 

the English to pursue the more aggressive policy that led them to defeat at 

the Battle of Baugé. 
Image source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:JoanBeaufortandJames.jpg 

 

military might. Henry was confronted by a larger French army near the 
village of Agincourt in what is now the Pas-de-Calais region, and in the 
ensuing battle the English king utterly smashed this (largely Armagnac) 
force. In the wake of this devastating defeat, the French royal 
administration collapsed almost completely. For the best part of two 
years, the remnant of the French government sought a diplomatic 
solution to this crisis, but in 1417 Henry returned to France and began 
the piecemeal conquest of Normandy. By now, Charles VI’s son and 
namesake the dauphin (future King Charles VII) was old enough to 
attempt to take charge of the running of the kingdom, but his efforts to 
do so were frustrated by the continuing interference of John the 
Fearless. When Duke John was assassinated – within sight of the 
dauphin – in September 1419, the duke’s son and successor Philip ‘the 
Good’ once more threw Burgundy’s considerable weight behind Henry 
V, concluding the Treaty of Troyes with him in May 1420. This treaty 
not only secured Henry’s marriage to the dauphin’s youngest sister 
Catherine, it also recognised the right of the offspring of this union to 
the throne of France. Henry now not only had a significant territorial 
base from which to threaten the remnant of the French royal 
administration, he even had a formal basis for establishing a royal 
administration of his own to govern France in opposition to that 
headed by Dauphin Charles! This humiliating – and potentially fatal – 
blow to French royal prestige was of course music to the ears of the 
earl of Douglas, who once again stepped in to ‘rescue’ them and inflate 
his personal reputation in the process. 
 

And we won't come back  

’til it’s over, over there: 

The ‘Grand Army of Scotland’ 
 

The fourth earl of Douglas had not abandoned his ambition to promote 
himself on the wider stage of international diplomacy even after the 
disappointment of 1412-3. While Henry V was campaigning in France 
in 1415, Douglas had descended on and burned the town of Penrith in 
north-west England, although this had accomplished little beyond 
provoking a retaliatory raid that saw the Scottish burgh of Dumfries 
burned. When Henry crossed back to France in 1417 to begin his 
conquest of Normandy, Douglas again laid siege to the English-held 
town of Roxburgh in Teviotdale, while Albany laid siege to Berwick. 
Albany’s sudden involvement in proceedings suggests not only that 
there was considerable support for intervention in French affairs 
among the Scottish political community, but also that the duke may 
have feared that he risked the earl supplanting him as the most 
important figure in the development and execution of Scottish policy. 
Although the sieges of 1417 achieved nothing of note, from this point 
on the duke and his supporters would expect representation in the 
earl’s adventures on the Continent. With the French royal 
administration in pieces by 1419, Dauphin Charles sought to appeal to 
Douglas’s simmering diplomatic ambitions and revive the agreement 
the earl had reached with the duke of Burgundy seven years earlier. He 
addressed his petition to Albany, Douglas, and Mar and called ‘for help 
against the English, our ancient and common enemy’. According to the 
contemporary chronicler Walter Bower, the dauphin’s proposals were 
discussed in council by the Three Estates and the decision was made to 
provide the military assistance that the dauphin had requested. The 
fact that leadership of this army fell to Albany’s younger son John 
Stewart, earl of Buchan, might on the fact of it suggest that this was 
perceived as a ‘national’ effort, but this is misleading. While there had 
been a time when it appeared that Buchan was being groomed to be 
the governor’s successor – while Albany’s eldest son Murdoch was a 
prisoner in England and Murdoch’s own sons were still minors – 
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The assassination of John 'the Fearless', duke of Burgundy, in 1419, from a late fifteenth-century 

manuscript of Enguerrand de Monstrelet's Croniques. Duke John's death - and the dauphin's likely 

involvement in it - fatally damaged the relationship between the French crown and the duchy of 

Burgundy, driving the latter into an alliance with the English royal administration. Deprived of 

Burgundian support, and still struggling to reconstruct French military power in the aftermath of the 

crushing defeat at Agincourt in 1415, Dauphin Charles thus looked to Scotland to provide him with 

soldiers that could resist English expansion on the Continent. 
 Image source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:John_the_Fearless_assassination.jpg 

 

around 1413 Buchan had married Douglas’s daughter Elizabeth, a move that ensured he had a foot in both the Albany and Douglas camps. As the 
son and son-in-law of the two most powerful men in Scotland, Buchan was surely seen as a compromise candidate that enabled Albany to claim a 
stake in what amounted to a personal vanity project for his sometime rival/sometime ally the earl of Douglas. The fact that command of the army 
was to be shared with Douglas’s son and heir Archibald further suggests that this was to be a Douglas-dominated enterprise. More striking still, the 
younger Archibald was to be given the title ‘earl of Wigtown’, apparently to give him equal status with Buchan. The Douglases had purchased the 
earldom of Wigtown from the Flemings in 1371 and had subsequently reached an accommodation with Albany’s father Robert II to smooth over 
the fact that this was probably an illegal arrangement. King Robert’s acceptance of this shady deal was apparently predicated on an understanding 
that the Douglases were laying claim to the land of the earldom, rather than the title. The fact that Albany was willing to condone the heir to the 
earldom of Douglas adopting the title ‘earl of Wigtown’ – or was perhaps unable to prevent it – is a testament to the extent to which Douglas’s 
personal ambitions influenced the Scottish undertaking in 1419. 
 

The ‘Grand Army of Scotland’ landed in France 
in October 1419. This force numbered 6,000 
men-at-arms, 2,000 more than Douglas had 
promised the duke of Burgundy in 1412. This 
was the largest Scottish army to serve overseas 
in the medieval period and was drawn primarily 
from the vast personal affinities of Douglas and 
Albany. The army’s constable – John Stewart of 
Darnley – was an Albany adherent, but its 
marshal – Thomas Kirkpatrick – was resolutely a 
Douglas man. So too were John Swinton (whose 
father had died fighting for the earl at 
Homildon Hill in 1402), William Crawford 
(deputy-sheriff of Edinburgh while Douglas was 
sheriff), John Turnbull, Thomas Colville, Robert 
Pringle, William Glendinning, John Stewart of 
Teviotdale, John Haliburton, John Cockburn, 
Thomas Seton, John Carmichael, and Hugh 
Kennedy. Also serving in the army were several 
of the earl’s junior kinsmen such as William 
Douglas of Drumlanrig and Henry and William 
Douglas of Dalkeith. Though this suggests that 
the ‘Grand Army’ had been raised using the 
traditional method of appealing to ties of 
regional lordship, the appeal for minor nobles 
such as these of fighting in France was largely 
based on the generous material rewards this 
service offered. Rarely were soldiers paid a 
wage in service to the Scottish crown in the 
early fifteenth-century, but in 1423 alone the 
French crown paid out a whopping 30,000 écus 
to be distributed among the Scottish army in a 
two-month period! Furthermore, a Scot named 
Christian Chambers – formerly Buchan’s 
secretary – was paid 1,000 livres tournois to 
serve in the dauphin’s bodyguard. Interestingly, 
two thirds of the Scottish force in 1419 
consisted of archers, the first Scottish army to 
so closely mimic the make-up of contemporary English armies (English battlefield tactics had relied heavily on archery since around the 1330s). It is 
tempting to see the influence of the earl of Douglas behind this innovation as well, since his missing eye and testicle were likely painful reminders 
of just how effective this tactic could be. While portions of this force would be deployed in garrisons or on specific small-scale operations, the 
‘Grand Army of Scotland’ mostly remained as a cohesive unit following its arrival in France, serving the French crown but directly under the 
command of Buchan and Wigtown. It must be said that it did not get off to a particularly impressive start, when in early 1420 Douglas of 
Drumlanrig led a small contingent of Scots to defeat by the English at Fresnay in the Loire Valley. Neither Buchan nor Wigtown were present for this 
incident, which may have helped mitigate the embarrassment it caused the Scots, but in any case the French situation was still so desperate that 
Dauphin Louis was likely willing to overlook such a failure. A more promising sign of how useful the Scots could be came in the summer of 1420, 
when at the long-running Siege of Melun the still-captive King James I was brought by Henry V from England in an effort to persuade the Scots 
serving in the garrison to surrender. Even when the English displayed the Scottish royal banner before the walls of Melun, the Scots fighting there 
did not submit, and although Henry V subsequently hanged these men – ostensibly as traitors to their king – after capturing the town this does not 
seem to have deterred the rest of the ‘Grand Army of Scotland’ from continuing in service to the French crown. For us as historians, the events at 
Melun provide a fascinating insight into the highly-developed Scottish perception of the distinction between the person of the king and the office 
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A modern reconstruction of the arms of Thomas, duke of 

Clarence. The fact that his arms are essentially a slightly 

modified version of the English royal arms emphasise his status 

as Henry V's heir presumptive. There is some evidence of 

tension between the brothers during the later years of their 

father's reign, when there were suggestions that Henry IV 

favoured Thomas over Henry, but following his brother's 

accession in 1413 Clarence seems to have quickly accepted the 

role of his brother's faithful lieutenant. While many accounts of 

the Battle of Baugé have tended to lay blame for the defeat at 

Clarence's feet, it seems likely that the duke was carrying out a 

policy that was approved by the king himself. 
 Image source: 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Arms_of_Thomas_of_Lancaste

r,_1st_Duke_of_Clarence.svg 

 

of the crown in early fifteenth-century Scotland. For the French royal administration at the time, it surely demonstrated that the value of Scottish 
troops in resisting the English, an impression that would be reinforced even more forcefully the following year. 

‘Let us go against them, they are ours’: The Battle of Baugé 
 

Henry V’s gradual reconquest of Normandy from 1417-9 had been a fairly 
cautious affair, relying heavily on the use of sieges to bring towns and territory 
back under English control. However, the emergence of a fighting force large 
enough to openly challenge the English in the field seems to have convinced the 
English to once again to return to a strategy of using periodic chevauchées to 
undermine French royal authority in regions still outwith English influence and to 
perhaps lure the ‘Grand Army of Scotland’ into giving battle. While later 
historians, often eager to excuse the English defeat in 1421 or at least to shift the 
blame for it away from King Henry himself, have tended to attribute the decision 
to undertake the campaign that led to Baugé to the rash actions of Henry’s 
brother Thomas, duke of Clarence. Yet when Henry left France for England in early 
1421 his commission to his younger brother to assume command of the English 
war effort clearly encouraged him to assume a more aggressive stance in the 
hopes of forestalling a Franco-Scottish offensive into south-west Normandy. To 
that end, Clarence launched a destructive advance through Maine and Anjou as 
far as Angers, before turning back towards Normandy. Less than thirty miles into 
the return trip, the English army’s retreat was blocked by Buchan and Wigtown 
near the village of Vieil-Baugé. There was a French contingent in the opposing 
force – led by Gilbert Motier de La Fayette, Marshal of France – but the vast 
preponderance of the army was composed of the so-called ‘Grand Army of 
Scotland’, ready for its first real test in open battle. By comparison, the English 
army appears to have been woefully unprepared for combat, still scattered for 
foraging and plundering. John Holland, earl of Huntingdon, and Gilbert Umfraville 
– himself descended from the Umfraville earls of Angus exiled from Scotland since 
the early fourteenth-century for their unwillingness to support Robert I’s claim to 
be king – come in for considerable praise both in contemporary chronicles and 
subsequent histories for counselling Clarence to hold his position and force the 
enemy to come to them, hoping that this would buy time for the English army to 
regroup and replenish their numbers. Clarence, on the other hand, is typically 
presented as a rash and hot-headed young man eager to win personal glory for 

himself, and while there may well be a grain of truth to this it is worth remembering that he must also have sensed that this was his chance to fulfil 
the remit he had been given to confront the King of France’s forces in the field and smash them much as his brother had done at Agincourt, and 
delay might well rob him of this opportunity. Thus, Clarence rejected Huntingdon and Umfraville’s advice and pressed on to attack the ‘Grand Army 
of Scotland’ with only a portion of his overall force. For all the moralising of chroniclers and later military historians, Clarence’s ‘rash’ aggression 
seems to have enjoyed at least some initial success. Possibly the Scots had expected Clarence to try to wait them out or else to attempt an ordered 
withdrawal, and so his immediate offensive appears to have disrupted the Scottish lines. However, the Scottish archers – led by former cleric and 
Douglas adherent Hugh Kennedy – seem to have blunted the English advance while the bulk of the Scottish army regrouped on the far side of the 
River Couesnon. Having attacked without his entire army, Clarence apparently lacked sufficient archery to drive off the Scottish bowmen, and on 
the second attempt the Scottish infantry overwhelmed the duke and his men. Accounts vary as to the precise circumstances of Clarence’s death, 
but Bower claims that the duke was wounded in the face by John Swinton before being killed by Buchan himself. Huntingdon was captured, as 
were Clarence’s stepsons John and Thomas Beaufort. This had been a confused and hard-fought battle and the momentum had swung both ways 
at times, but the emergence of the Scots as the victors, as well as the capture of several prominent English noblemen and the death of a high-
ranking member of the English royal family (King Henry’s heir presumptive no less) meant that the outcome was seen as a resounding endorsement 
of the effectiveness of the ‘Grand Army of Scotland’.  
 

World Turned Upside Down: Aftermath 
 

The result of the Battle of Baugé was widely celebrated among those who opposed English expansion on the Continent. The most famous 
expression of delight at the news came from Pope Martin V, who proclaimed the Scots to be ‘an antidote to the English’. Victory brought lavish 
rewards for the leadership of the ‘Grand Army of Scotland’. Buchan was granted the lordship of Châtillon-sur-Indre to serve as a permanent base of 
operations for the Scottish army in France and was also appointed Constable of France, the first foreigner to receive this office in French history. 
This made Buchan the second most important military officer in the kingdom after the dauphin himself and earned him the right to a seat on the 
French royal council, which he is known have attended at Blois in August 1421. Wigtown too received the lordship of Dun-le-Roi in Berri as well as a 
speculative grant of the County of Longueville. Since the latter was still occupied by the English, the grant reads as an attempt by Dauphin Charles 
to encourage the Scots to continue in their efforts to drive the English out of France altogether in order to enjoy the maximum benefits of French 
royal patronage. The Scottish marshal John Stewart of Darnley was given the lordships of Aubigny-sur-Nere and Concressault, while Thomas Seton 
was appointed seneschal of Berri, an office he claimed in right of his wife Isabeau Goyon. However, this largesse towards the victorious Scots did 
not endear them to the bulk of the French political community, who generally seem to have resented the dauphin’s promotion of figures like 
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The election of Pope Martin V from a chronicle by the German 

chronicler Ulrich of Richenthal. Martin's election in 1417 was a 

source of considerable relief to many in Christendom, as it 

brought to an end the so-called Western Schism, which had 

dragged on for nearly forty years and seen various popes and 

anti-popes contended to be recognised as the rightful head of 

the Church. This too was exploited by Archibald, 4th earl of 

Douglas, in pursuit of his international ambitions, and he vocally 

supported Martin V in opposition to Albany's dogged support for 

the anti-pope Benedict XIII. In doing so, Douglas increased his 

diplomatic cachet in England, France and the Empire, all of 

which were quick to recognise Martin's rights. 
 Image source: 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Habemus_Papam_1415.jpg 

 

 
The tomb of Archibald, 5th earl of Douglas, at St Brude's Kirk, Douglas, Lanarkshire. As 

well as rehearsing his multitudinous Scottish estates, the tomb is inscribed with the 

French titles he laid claim to, including the duchy of Touraine, county of Longueville, 

and lordship of Dun-le-roi, despite the fact that he had not been able to enjoy practical 

possession of these holdings at any point during his tenure as earl of Douglas. This 

serves to illustrate the continued importance of international status and prestige for 

the Black Douglases, even after 1424.  
Image source: https://commons.m.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:St_Bride%27s_Church_Douglas_-

_Archibald.jpg#mw-jump-to-license 

 

Buchan and Wigtown. The Scots themselves do not appear to have helped matters, as they seem to have supplemented the already generous 
payment they were receiving from the French crown by pillaging goods from the French commons in the regions they passed through. Bower 
reports that the Scots were denounced as ‘wine-bibbers and mutton-eating fools’ by the French nobility, although he also claims that success at 
Baugé helped to assuage this resentment a little. Nevertheless, while there was 
money to be made and fame to be earned in service to the French crown, one 
victory was not enough to fully cement the ‘Grand Army of Scotland’ as the 
answer to the dauphin’s problems.  
 

One person who was of course quick to capitalise on the outcome of the Battle of 
Baugé was the piratical earl of Douglas. It is a testament to what a shrewd – and 
unscrupulous – political operator Douglas was that his response to the news from 
France was not to impress the importance of the ‘Grand Army’ on the dauphin, 
but rather to reach out to Henry V. In May 1421, Douglas was at the English court, 
where he agreed to become Henry’s retainer for life, serving the English king in 
war with 200 men-at-arms and 200 archers in return for a pension of £200. This 
may at first seem like a jarring volte-face, but it must be understood in context. In 
September 1420 Albany had died and been succeeded both as duke and governor 
by his eldest son Murdoch, who had been released from English captivity in 1415. 
Murdoch lacked both his father’s extensive political networks and it seems his 
formidable personality, significantly weakening the position of the Albany 
Stewarts relative to the Black Douglases. This shift in the domestic balance of 
power emboldened Douglas to press his advantages at home and abroad. The 
deal struck between Douglas and King Henry in 1421 also made provisions for a 
three-month parole for James I to return to Scotland for the first time since 1406. 
Although James does not seem to have availed himself of this offer, the inclusion 
of this clause suggests that Douglas was now seeking to signal his influence over 
all aspects of Scottish foreign policy and inviting the English and French royal 
administrations to compete for his support. He was, in effect, emphasising that he 
had the controlling stake in diplomatic affairs across the three kingdoms. This ploy 

paid off. In 1423 both the English – now governed by a 
regency council following the death of Henry V in August 
1422 – and Charles VII – whose father had died mere months 
after Henry V – came to Douglas with their most generous 
offers yet in an effort to secure his service. The English 
offered to permanently release King James in return for a 
truce that would end the threat of the ‘Grand Army of 
Scotland’ in France. The French – who dispatched Buchan and 
Wigtown to deliver their offer to Douglas in council – 
promised Douglas a royal duchy and the position of 
‘lieutenant-general in the waging of his war through all the 
kingdom of France’ if he would come in person to fight 
against the English. Such was the earl’s confidence – and 
ambition – at this point that he managed to secure what he 
no doubt thought was the best of both deals. He convinced 
the English to release King James (which would bring 
Murdoch’s governorship to an end and place a further check 
on Albany-Stewart power within Scotland) and to accept a 
truce that applied only in mainland Britain. This left the earl 
himself free ‘to pass into France…in order to support 
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The Battle of Verneuil in 1424, from a late fifteenth-century manuscript of 

Les Vigiles de Charles VII by Martial d'Auvergne. The Franco-Scottish forces 

are again shown wearing the white cross of St Denis, while the English are 

wearing the red cross of St George. The brutal slaughter visited upon the 

defeated army is particularly emphasised in this image. 
Image source: 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Vigiles_du_roi_Charles_VII_49.jpg 

 

monsignor the king [Charles VII] against his ancient enemies of England’.  
 

Douglas set off from Scotland in February 1424 and landed at La Rochelle on 7th March. On 24th April, he met with King Charles to review the 
‘Grand Army of Scotland’, now swelled to 6,500 men thanks to the reinforcements the earl had brought from Scotland. On 29th, Charles made 
good on his earlier promise by making Douglas the duke of Touraine. Douglas spent a leisurely three months from May-July 1422 enjoying the 
material benefits of his elevation to ducal status, running up 
astonishing debts of 6,000 livres tournois and apparently deeply 
frustrating the put-upon denizens of Tours. On 4th August Douglas 
finally led the ‘Grand Army of Scotland’ out of Tours, joined up with a 
French army at Châteaudun, and confronted an English army just 
outside the town of Verneuil-sur-Avre in Normandy on 17th. Once 
more, the Scots – and Douglas in particular – appear to have lived up to 
Pope Martin’s appraisal of them as ‘an antidote to the English’, but the 
battle turned against them. Abandoned by their French allies, the Scots 
were surrounded and massacred, almost to a man. The English 
reputedly rallied to the cry of ‘Clarence, Clarence’, indicating how the 
memory of Baugé contributed to the brutality with which the ‘Grand 
Army of Scotland’ was destroyed. Douglas himself was killed, as was 
Buchan and Douglas’s younger son James. The death of the earl and so 
many of his adherents in one place created serious problems for the 
Black Douglases and the Albany-Stewarts back in Scotland, where 
James I exploited this fact to vigorously reassert royal authority against 
the two families who had benefited most from his eighteen-year 
absence. Yet although the Scots would never again intervene in French 
military affairs on such a large scale after 1424, Scots continued to 
regularly serve the French crown. Dauphin Charles had already 
established the so-called Garde Écossaise in 1422, a company of 
twenty-four Scottish archers intended to serve as personal bodyguards 
to the French king. This company continued to provide this service even 
after Verneuil. John Carmichael, a Black Douglas adherent who first 
came to France in the ‘Grand Army of Scotland’ in 1419, was elected 
Bishop of Orléans in 1426. Hugh Kennedy, who led the Scottish archers 
at Baugé, later fought alongside Joan of Arc and assisted Charles VII in 
negotiating the marriage of James I’s daughter Margaret to his son Dauphin Louis (the future Louis XI) in 1436. William Monypenny, who likely 
accompanied Margaret to France, was described as a squire (escuier) to Charles VII by 1447, two years after Margaret’s death. Monypenny used his 
connections to both the French and Scottish crowns to forge a career as one of the most important diplomats in maintaining Franco-Scottish 
relations in the mid to late fifteenth-century, mirroring the fourth earl of Douglas’s ambitions (albeit on a smaller scale). Like Douglas, Monypenny 
was rewarded for his services with lands both in Scotland and France, receiving the lordship of Concressault from Charles VII and lands in 
Stirlingshire, Aberdeenshire, and Kirkcudbrightshire from James I’s son James II. Baugé then represents not a curious aberration in Franco-Scottish 
relations, but rather signals the early stages of a long and fruitful phase of cooperation between the nobilities of France and Scotland.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Dr. Callum Watson is an historian, historical blogger, and an active member of the Late Antique and Medieval 

Postgraduate Society (LAMPS), a student-led society at the University of Edinburgh. He currently works as a Battle 

Coordinator at the Battle of Bannockburn Visitor Centre just outside Stirling. As Dr. Watson describes it, “This somewhat 

pompous title belies a job that mostly amounts to guiding visitors around the high tech 3D exhibition at the Centre.” 

A number of his historical blogposts can be viewed @ https://drcallumwatson.blogspot.com/ 
 

You can contact Dr. Callum Watson via email... mailto:drcallumwatson@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

Castles of the Black Douglases by Dr. Callum Watson 
 

James Douglas – The Black Douglas – was Robert the Bruce’s right hand man.  

Follow the fates and fortunes of his family as we explore the castles of the Black Douglases with Dr Callum Watson. 

 
https://blog.historicenvironment.scot/2019/11/the-black-douglases/ 

 

 
 

https://drcallumwatson.blogspot.com/
https://blog.historicenvironment.scot/2019/11/the-black-douglases/
mailto:drcallumwatson@gmail.com
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Flowres of the Forest is an ancient Scottish folk tune typically played to honor fallen soldiers. 

Our Flowers of the Forest tradition as a clan is to pay tribute to our own “fallen soldiers”, 
our extended Clan Douglas family members. 

 

Contact your local Regent, one of our Clan Douglas Officers, or the Newsletter Editor to submit a tribute. 
 

Flowres of the Forest: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rfsasAlICo8 

Apologies in advance, if you have to suffer through any ads. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rfsasAlICo8 

John Austin Dutton, LT. COL., USAF, RET. 

March 1, 1933 - August 18, 2022 
Published by MilitaryTimes.com on Sep. 12, 2022 
 

John A. Dutton (89) passed away on August 18, 2022. Born in Quincy, MA on March 1, 1933, he was the oldest of 
six children of Warren and Esther Dutton who pre-deceased him. His brother, Warren Jr., passed away on May 28, 
2006, and sister Marion Seckendorf, on July 15, 2010. His remaining siblings are Eleanor Lombardo, Mary Esther 
Dutton, and James Dutton who all live in New England. John graduated from Colby College, Waterville, ME in 1955 
and received a BA in Geology and a commission in the U.S. Air Force. He completed basic pilot training in 1956 and 
became an instructor pilot at Goodfellow AFB, TX. In 1960, he was assigned to Mather AFB, CA and married the 
former Jane Gilchrist of Sacramento, CA in 1961. John always felt that Jane was the "wind beneath his wings" 
throughout his Air Force career of 26 years and in retirement after 1980 . By then he had flown over 8000 hours 
primarily as an instructor pilot and flight examiner. During the 1960s, John and Jane became parents to John, Jr., 
William, and Julie Dutton. In later years, they became grandparents to one grandson, Steven, and three 
granddaughters, Elizabeth, Heather, and Bonnie. In 1967, he graduated from the Ohio State University with an MS 
in Geodetic Science. Later assignments included Korea and Vietnam. A further assignment took him to the 
Pentagon where he was the project officer for the Air Force's aerial mapping program and other classified 
programs. During his four years at the Pentagon, he was promoted to Lt. Colonel.  
 

In 1975, John was assigned as Commander of the Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps unit at Duke University, Durham, NC. He returned to 
flying in 1979 and became a C-130E aircraft commander, assigned to Pope AFB, NC. John retired in 1980 and returned to Duke where he held 
positions in Athletics and the Dept. of Electrical Engineering. Upon full retirement from Duke in 1989, John and Jane returned to Sacramento. He 
then became active in health care counseling and voluntary tax preparation for the elderly for 13 years. John and Jane loved to garden, travel and 
research genealogy together. Longtime associations were with the Masons, Shriners, Daedalions and Colby College athletics. His hobbies included 
flight simulation, computers, genealogy, and photography. Services will be private with burial in the Massachusetts National Cemetery in Bourne, 
Massachusetts. The family requests in lieu of flowers that donations be made to the Disabled American Veterans. 
 

 
 

The Parting Glass is a Scottish traditional song, often sung at the end of a gathering of friends. It was purportedly the most popular parting 

song sung in Scotland before Robert Burns wrote Auld Lang Syne.   https://irishurns.com/the-parting-glass/ 
 

Of all the money that e'er I had 
I spent it in good company 

And all the harm I've ever done 
Alas it was to none but me 

And all I've done for want of wit 
To mem'ry now I can't recall 
So fill to me the parting glass 

Good night and joy be to you all 
 

So fill to me the parting glass 
And drink a health whate’er befall, 

And gently rise and softly call 
Good night and joy be to you all 

 

 

Of all the comrades that e'er I had 
They're sorry for my going away 

And all the sweethearts that e'er I had 
They'd wish me one more day to stay 

But since it falls unto my lot 
That I should rise and you should not 

I gently rise and softly call 
Good night and joy be to you all 

 

So fill to me the parting glass 
And drink a health whate’er befall, 

And gently rise and softly call 
Good night and joy be to you all 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rfsasAlICo8
https://irishurns.com/the-parting-glass/
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NEWS FROM ALL OVER 

 
Regent Trenton Duke with 

event organizer Dan Lamont 

MOAB CELTIC FESTIVAL 

Moab, Utah – October 14-16, 2022 
 

The Moab Celtic Festival was held October 14-16 2022 in Moab Utah. The festival was wonderful! It was great weather, had 
great food, great music provided by the Wicked Tinkers, many wonderful vendors, heavy athletics, pipe music, Scottish dance, 
and a wonderful venue looking at the wonderful Southern Utah red rocks. This was the largest turnout of Douglases yet! We 
had in attendance: (See group photo L-R) our New Mexico Regent Eric "The Brown" Vigil, Paula Ross, Ian Douglas, Mariah Vigil, 
Kellie Vigil, Sef Vigil, Lemon Drop the Fairy, Russell Kilgore Baum, Trenton Duke, and our visitor from Colorado.  
 

Regent Trenton Duke 

 

 
 

WHAT? YOUR AREA OR LOCAL EVENT 

DOESN’T HAVE A CDSNA REGENT? 
Consider becoming the Regent for that event or that area or that state/province. 

How can you become a Regent for CDSNA? 

Contact CDSNA VP Mark Peterson, CDSNA Asst VP West Cora Peterson or 

CDSNA Asst VP East Harold Edington to learn more about being a Regent. 

What is required to be a Regent (you may be asking)? 
A few things. First, you must be a member of CDSNA. Second, you need some 

enthusiasm. Third, you need the 3 Cs: Calm, Commitment, and a Caring attitude 

for others.  OK … you got me … there is a wee bit more BUT that’s where it starts.   
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NEWS FROM ALL OVER 

 

 
 
 

Clan Douglas represented at the  

Waipū Highland Games, New Zealand –  

January 1, 2023 
 
 
 
 

[Editor’s Note: Special thanks to Lynn Douglas & Kirsty Buchanan and the New Zealand Douglases 

of Glenbervie family for sending this report.] 

 
 
Clan Douglas of Glenbervie in New Zealand began with the arrival of Sir Robert Andrews 
McKenzie Douglas, who came from Glenbervie, Scotland, in the 1800s. He married 
Eleanor Lifferton and they settled just outside of Whangārei in New Zealand’s North 
Island. Upon his passing, Lady Eleanor Douglas gifted land for a public school, which she 
requested be named ‘Glenbervie’. The surrounding suburb is now also called Glenbervie. 
 

Fifteen of Sir Robert’s descendants and family attended the 150
th

 Waipū Highland Games 
on New Year’s Day 2023. They are one of the longest-running Scottish gatherings in the 
Southern hemisphere, offering fierce competition, spectacular entertainment, and a full 
day of family-friendly fun.  

 

The games were instigated 
by the first migration of 
Scots, who landed in Waipū 
in 1854. The Waipū 
Caledonian Society 
established the event to 
promote and celebrate the 
culture of the settlers, 
acquiring 9 acres of land 
(the Waipū Celtic Park) and 
holding the games there for 
the last 150 years. 
 

The games start with a pipe 
band and street march of 
the clans into the grounds. 
Competitions include 
highland dancing, piping, 
fiddling, and drumming, 
kids’ running races, and 
heavyweight championships 
such as the Highland Stone 
Putt, Box Weight Distance 
Throw, Caledonian Hammer 
Throw, Sheaf Toss, Gaelic 
Dead Weight Toss, 160lb 
Farmers’ Walk, and Caber 
Toss, as well as a tug-of-
war. Other entertainment 
includes Celtic music, 
bouncy castles, go-karts, 
and an evening Ceilidh. 
There are also plenty of 
food stalls, with traditional 

 
Four generations of Douglases attended the 150

th
 Waipū Highland Games  

in New Zealand on 1
st

 January 2023. 
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NEWS FROM ALL OVER 

 
Grand Entry of the Bands and Clans 

 

 
The Douglas Clan site and information desk 

  

haggis on offer, as well as other fast foods, and stalls selling 
traditional Scottish clothing and accessories, handcrafts etc.  
 

Each registered clan is allocated a clan site to set up an 
information desk for people who would like to find out more. 
Clan Douglas of Glenbervie participated this year, displaying the 
family tree dating back to the 1100s, septs and allied families, 
photos and information about Douglas castles in Scotland, 
information on the Red and Black Douglases, the tomb at St 
Bride’s Kirk in Douglas, Scotland, and more. Visitors from 
throughout New Zealand and countries around the globe 
chatted with us during the day and some left happily knowing 
that they were related to the Douglas Clan. 
 

We look forward to seeing you in Waipū on 1
st

 January, 2024!  
“Ceud Mile Failte (a hundred thousand welcomes).” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Clan Douglas Cap Badge 

$22.00 

 

 
Clan Douglas Kilt Pin 

$22.00 

Needing a new Douglas 

cap badge or kilt pin? 
Use the CDSNA Store Goods Order Form  

 

http://clandouglassociety.org/cdsna-store/ 

http://clandouglassociety.org/cdsna-store/
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NEWS FROM ALL OVER 

 
Regent Jock with two of the many curious guests 

 
Regent Jock and Julie McCormick (my photographer this evening) 

Rabbie Burn's Night - Kitchi Gammi Club 

Duluth, Minnesota -- January 21 
 

A festive occasion as always.   
 

160 plus people came to the event sponsored by 
the "Kitch", as it is affectionately called, and the 
Duluth Scottish Heritage Association.  Clan Douglas 
again sponsored the Hartley Room after a year's 
absence.  Usually we serve North Sea Salmon, but 
because of our absence last year (I was in the hospital for COVID), we 
did not have food.       
 

Interestingly enough we served as a gathering place for many who 
wanted to stand/sit and chat. Several questions were asked about 
Clan Douglas.  At one time I mentioned it was ironic that the Scots 
seemed to think that "the highlands" were the only part of Scotland, 
yet who is celebrated, but a lowly Lowland Scot - Burns.  But...do not 

forget that other Lowland Scot, Sir. Walter Scott. 
 

The Gaelic Toast was given by me in Gaelic and 
translated by Kerry Welsh.  
 

Since our Spring concert was canceled, the 
dancers did a unique sword dance in a 
circle.  Country Dance, the precursor of the 
Square Dance, followed. 
 

A great event, in a great place.  
 
John (Jock) Glendenning     
MN--Regent 
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NEWS FROM ALL OVER 
CENTRAL FLORIDA SCOTTISH HIGHLAND GAMES 

Winter Springs, Florida – January 14-15 
 

The 45th Central 
Florida Scottish 
Highland Games 
were held in 
sunny Winter 
Springs on 
January 14-15, 
2023. While the 

sun provided much 
desired warmth, the 

temperatures were in the 
30s to 50s each day. I would describe it as 
brisk, but my wife would describe it as 
downright cold. A total of 89 clans were in 
attendance, almost doubling the number only 
7 years ago. 
 

We had over 30 visitors to our tent on 
Saturday and almost 20 on Sunday. They 
included our recent past Regent Marc 
Hitchens and his daughter Kyelynn. Marc lent 
a hand in running the booth, providing food to 
share, and providing pointers to me for my 1st 
games as the Regent. Many thanks to Marc for 
his help in this transition. 
 

Our national Treasurer Tom Douglas and his 
daughter (and our new Storekeeper), Cassie Douglass were on hand to give guidance and to share a sampling of his scones. 
 

Also joining us were Jill Ross & Linda. Jill provided 
much needed warmth by sharing her Cock-a-
Leekie soup and Rumbledethumps. Both were a 
great hit. Thanks for sharing! 
 

Welcome to new member Linda Bell (Brownlee) 
who joined us and is excited to learn more about 
her roots. And also thanks to Edmund Young for 
renewing his membership for another year. It’s 
always good to see him at the games each year. 
 

The Bartle family was well represented again this 
year. Brian arrived early in the morning and 
braved the chilly air. Rev. Fr. Ed Bartle and 
Therese also joined us in the tent and enjoyed 
many musical groups performing on the main 
stage. 
 

Many members participated in the Parade of 
Clans. We were led by the very special Allison 
Morton Painter who led our A Douglas, A Douglas 
cheer when the clan was announced. Also 
marching were Life members Mark & Sally Hill. 
Mark is our Parade Captain and helps us get 
organized and arrive at the marshalling area on 
time. Preston Dyan, Brian Bartle, and many 
others also marched with us. 
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NEWS FROM ALL OVER 

 
Mark Hill & Regent Jeff Sparks 

 

Stuart Ballantyne was there all weekend entertaining the crowds with his Border Collie sheep herding demonstrations. Always a crowd favorite. 
 

Two of our members, Sally Hill and Mona Sparks, entered the Shortbread contest on Saturday. Sally Hill nabbed 2nd place in the Modern 
Shortbread category with her brightly decorated cookies. And on Sunday, Tom Douglas entered his scones to be judged. He came up short this 
time, but got to talk to many of the judges afterward and gained great insight into what they are looking for so he will be better prepared next 
year. Many tent visitors enjoyed nibbling on their creations.  
 

All weekend, we renewed our bonds of friendship with our fellow members of Clan Douglas and with those in other clans we see regularly. We had 
some good conversations with a multitude of people seeking their roots. 
 
Jeff & Mona Sparks 
Central Florida Regents 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

MOUNT DORA SCOTTISH HIGHLAND FESTIVAL 

Mount Dora, Florida – February 18-19 
 

The 10
th

 annual Mount Dora Scottish Highland Festival was 
held on the weekend of February 18-19, 2023. The weather 
was quite balmy and that brought out the crowds. 
 

Our tent was set up on Clan row and our most recent past 
Regent – Marc Hitchens, accompanied by his friend Liz – 
fended off the Forbes Clan to procure our tent and location. 
Once the dust was settled, we began to set up for the 
weekend. Also helping with the setup was Elizabeth (Liz) Douglass, the South Florida Co-Regent. 
She recently moved to Mount Dora. Accompanying her was her brother, Co-Regent Russell 
Douglass and his wife Lydia.  
 

Our Parade Captain, Mark Hill, helped both days with the tent setup/takedown and getting me 
to the games on time. Mark did a fantastic job in organizing our Clan for the parade on Saturday. 
A local TV station carried the parade live and we shouted A Douglas A Douglas for all to hear. 
 

The national treasurer, Tom Douglas also joined us for the weekend. He shared his homemade 
scotch eggs with us and regaled us with many tall tales. 
 

All greeted visitors and helped many find out more information about their clan heritage and 
their affiliation with Clan Douglas. The new banner with all of the Sept & Allied Families listed 
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NEWS FROM ALL OVER 

 
Former Regent Marc Hitchens, Regent Jeff Sparks, Regent Elizabeth Douglass, 

 and CDSNA Treasurer Tom Douglas at the Mt Dora SHG 

 
Mt Dora Parade Crew (L-R): Liz, Lydia, Mark (partially behind the tartans), Elizabeth, Marc, Russell 

really helps in that regard. Many thanks to all who helped and made the weekend a huge success. 
Our tent was festooned with information about our clan and we had a daily naming contest for our Douglas Squirrel. We made suggestions but also 
allowed guests to write in their own. For both days, James was the overall pick. On Saturday, it was James, the 2

nd
 Earl of Douglas. And on Sunday, 

The Good Sir James won out. It’s a nice way to involve guests and gives us the opportunity to provide some history of the Douglas name. 
 

We also had sample shortbread cookies to hand out. The cookies were expertly baked by Mona Sparks from the recipe found in The Douglas Larder 
cookbook. This definitely increased sales of the cookbook and we plan on doing this more often. 
 

It was great to enjoy the Central Florida weather, see old friends, and meet new ones.  
 

Jeff Sparks 
FL Central Regent 
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A History of the House of Douglas 
from the earliest times down to the legislative union of 

England and Scotland (published 1902) 

By Sir Herbert Eustace Maxwell, Bt. 1845-1937 
 

A quick intro from the Dubh Ghlase editor 
 
It often amazes me that so many books long out of print and once found only in the largest libraries – certainly not in the small town library I had at 
my disposal as a child – can now be found online and downloaded in multiple formats to your computer or device ABSOLUTELY FREE OF CHARGE. 
What would have required a small fortune in book buying costs to fill a specialized section of a researcher’s shelf with several specific volumes can 
now be carried around in your pocket on your phone (if you have enough phone memory). Minimal space is all you need for a mountain of 
resource materials and, again, it is ABSOLUTELY FREE OF CHARGE. 
 
The free source book from which this series of chapters from volume one of Maxwell’s two-volume work is found is on the Internet Archive site: 
https://archive.org/details/historyofhouseof01maxw/mode/2up 
 
Here is a screenshot image of the numerous download options for this book… 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amazon touts Kindle, Hardcover and Paperback versions of the same Volume 1 from which the following page images come but securing an 
Amazon copy in any of these formats will require you to reach into your pocket. [If you want to purchase your very own Amazon copy, here is the link -- 

https://www.amazon.com/History-House-Douglas-Vol-Expanded-ebook/dp/B00L9SO6XO] 
 

If you received the September issue of Dubh Ghlase, you will recognize that the above information is a repeat from that issue. This has been done 
on purpose so that anyone who has not yet read the previous chapter can find a copy to read and anyone not wanting to wait three months for the 
next chapter will have an opportunity to read ahead or to acquire the complete book in either digital or print formats.  
 
If you did not receive a copy of the September 2022 issue, you can always email the Editor and request a link to that issue. 
 

That being said… Let’s move FORWARD to Chapter 3. 
 

https://archive.org/details/historyofhouseof01maxw/mode/2up
https://www.amazon.com/History-House-Douglas-Vol-Expanded-ebook/dp/B00L9SO6XO]
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CHAPTER 4 coming in the JUNE 2023 issue of Dubh Ghlase 
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Visit our Website: http://www.clandouglassociety.org 
 

National Office – CDSNA 

PO Box 6974 

Portland, OR 97228 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED:  
 

Please make sure your current email address  

is on file with our Clan Secretary 

to continue receiving the newsletter 
 

DouglasSecretary@comcast.net 

 

The List of Septs & Allied Families recognized by The Clan Douglas Society of North America: 
Agnew, Bell, Blackadder, Blackett, Blacklock, Blackstock, Blackwood, Blaylock, Breckinridge, Brown, Brownlee, Caddie/Cadie, Caddy/Cady, 

Cadden/Caddin, Caggie/Caggy, Carmichael, Carruthers, Cauldlaw, Coldlaw, Cavan, Cavers, Cleland, Clendenon, Crockett, Dalyell, Dalzell, Deal, 

Dick, Dickey, Dickson, Dixon, Drysdale, Forest, Forrester, Foster, Galbraith, Gilpatric, Gladstain, Gladstanes, Gladstone, Glendenning, Glenn, 

Hamilton, Harkness, Home, Hume, Inglis, Kidston, Kirkconnell, Kilgore, Kirkland, Kilpatrick, Kirkpatrick, Lockerby, Lockery, Lockhart, MacGuffey, 

MacGuffock, Maxwell, McKittrick, Moffat, Morton, Pringle, Rowell, Rowle, Rule, Rutherford, Sandilands, Sandlin, Simms, Soule, Sterrett, Syme, 

Symington, Troup, Turnbull, Weir, Young, Younger --- variations of these names are also recognized. 
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Dubh Ghlase Newsletter 

Is published four times annually: 
 

March, June, 
September, & December 

 

Submission Dates 

Newsletter submissions are accepted until  

the 15th day of the month preceding  

the publication month.   
 

[Example: JUNE 2023 submissions  

must be received by MAY 15, 2023] 
 

Items received after the Submission Date  

may be saved for the next newsletter. 
 

Please send your articles for submission to  

clan.douglas@yahoo.com 
or contact your Regional Asst VP  

or the CDSNA Vice President. 
 

Anyone is welcome to submit articles, games reports, and 

general information. 
 

We do request that any article submitted be related to 

CDSNA or of general Celtic interest. 
Newsletter Editor will make all final decisions as to the content 

of the Newsletter & design of the FRONT COVER. 
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